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EXAMINATION, t$c. 



Amono the many and singular productions with which the 
press has teemed in modem times, a parallel to the present 
will be sought for in vain. In times of high political excite- 
ment in these United States, and in the midst of French 
revolution, a Foreign Minister has so far forgotten himself, 
and the nature of his ministry, as to threaten an appeal from 
the American Executive to the popular will. At a later 
period, to subserve a double purpose, Don Luis de Onis, who 
negotiated the Treaty (^ 1819 with Secretary Adams, upon 
his return to Madrid, published a pamphlet, full of vitupera- 
tion and abuse against the Government and People of the 
United States. He had been accused by his cotemporaries 
of too great partiality to this country. He had therefore to 
disprove that partiality, and at the same time to procure the 
ratification of the treaty which he had just negotiated, and 
which had been suspended by the Spanish Monarchy. He 
succeeded in both objects. |Ie secured a mission to Naples ; 
and the treaty was ratified. It is true his mis-statements were 
of an extraordinary character, and must have been wilfully 
made, but he at least had the delicacy not to issue them from 
an American press. Without the boldness of Genet, or the 
diplomatic skill of Ddn Luis, Don Manuel Eduardo de 
GoROSTizA, the extraordinary representative of a *rfe facto 
Government, having failed in his ostensible object, of divert- 

*Iii npeaking of the Goreriunent of Mexico as a OoTemment de_ faet» 
only, the obsQrvation is not made relativelj to the noB.acknowladj|in6Bt 
of the indepenitence of thai ottiuitry bj Spain, to whom thej still stand, 
notwithstanding the acknowledgment by other countries, in the light ef 



ing the American Executive from the plain path prescribed 
by humanity, and the defence of the frontier, has how made 
his appeal to the world. This appeal, by the Minister of 'a 
Government, professbg outwavdly, at least, amicable feelings 
towards the United States, and a pretended desire to *** calm 
the irritation in the public mind/^ conmiences by stating Ae 
little relevancy of the factj " whether La Salle, while wandcr- 
" ing in search of the recently discovered Mississippi, did or 
" did not pass through the part of the territory of Texas sitii^ 
*^ ated between the rivers Guadaloupe and Sabine, and whe^ 

Rebels, but of the actual position of the existing Government. To ex. 
plain the idea of the writer more clearly : It will be remembered that 
the Revolution of 1822 was consummated in Mexico by the usurpation 
of an imperial crown by Greneral Iturbide. He was dethroned, outlawed, 
and banished. He returned, was seized, and was put to death. Victoria 
succeeded him as President. Victoria served four years, during which 
period the country was torn to pieces with civil wars. Montano Bravo, 
and others, were banished. Pedraza was elected his successor, was dia- 
possessed by violence, and Guerrero put in his place. Scarcely war 
Guerrero seated in the executive chair before Bustamente, with open war 
deposed him, put him to death, and placed himself at the head of the 
Government. Bustamente in turn gave place to Santa Anna, who mount* 
ed to authority upon hecatombs of his murdered fellow citizens. From' 
1824 up to the period of the accession of Santa Anna, Mexico had the 
form at least of a Republican Constitution. On the 3d of October, 1835, 
by a proclamation of Barragan, the creature of Santa Anna, the constitu^ 
tion of the country was destroyed, and a military central despotism esta^ 
blished. On the 2l8t of April, 1836, the Government of Santa Anna 
was virtually destroyed by the defeat and capture of that leader. The 
appointment of Gorostiza was simultaneous with the invasion of Texas.- 
His powers were of course delegated by the Government of Santa Anna, 
and therefore became a nullity by the annihilation of the power commis- 
sioning him. No sooner was the defeat and captivity of Santa Anna 
known in Mexico, than his acts were abrogated. The Congress, whose 
term of service had- expired, proceeded to elect a President pro tern,, ta 
extend the period of their own term of service, or in other words, to* 
re.elect themselves. Such is the Government de facto of Mexico, whose 
Representative ventures to reflect in no measured terms upon the majori' 
ty of the Electors of the people of the United States. If the Grovem- 
ment of the United States did not act upon this view of the case, it is 
apparent M. Gorostiza is more indebted to the forbearance of the Preei^ 
dent than his own proper conduct. 

*As M. Gorostiza commences liis introduction to the correspondence, 
abruptly, by a historical disquisition upon the American title to Louis-' 
iana, and near the conclusion of his pampiilet tells us why and for what 
purpose he was sent to the United States, with the powers of ai^ Envoy 
jElxtraordinary, we defer, somewhat reluctantly, our intended remarks 
upcm his conduct here, and the object of his mission, to follow him and 
^^xpoee thoerrprs of his historical reminiscences. 
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*^ iher he did or did not at that time build a temporary fort 
" for his immediate protection, are questions of very, little im- 
^* portance at the present day, for even should they both be 
" settled in the affirmative, their solution vrould be of no 
advantage to the actual possessors of Louisiana, as the heirs 
of France, Whatever right France may have acquired 
" over that part of Texas, from its discovery and first occu- 
^* pation by La Salle, (supposing him really to have first dis- 
^' covered and occupied it,) she must indubitably have lost 
^ 'firom the circumstance, that she did not avail herself of it 
" in time ; but on the contrary left to Spain the whole advan- 
" tage of a long prescription." An assertion is here made 
that it is of little importance the first discovery and original 
settlement of Texas. A doubt is even expressed in a follow- 
ing note in these terms : " Besides, is it certain that La Salle 
landed at the bay of St. Bernard ? M^Uish, in his map, in 
1816, says he landed at Matagorda Bay, and others say at 
St. Joseph^s Bay. Which shall we believe ?" 
In discussing this question of the first discovery and settle- 
ment of Texas, by La Salle, it is done with the distinct de- 
^slaration that the Reviewer would not, if he could, impair the 
obligation of existing treaties. But at the same time he is 
liot willing to suffer the historical inaccuracy of M. Gorostiza 
to remain unexposed. By throwing discredit upon the early 
<liscoveries and actual settlements of the intrepid but unfor- 
tunate Frenchman, the Castillian may reap the glory and 
advantage. What are th^' facts in the case, as related by 
Father Luis Hennepin, the cotemporaiy and companion of 
La Salle. The work firom which the following extracts are 
made, is entitled, " A new discovery of a vast country in 
-'^ America, &c^ &c., with a continuation, giving an account of 
^^ the attempts of the Sieur de La Salle, upon the mmes of 
^* St. Barbe, &c., fcc." — ^By L. Hennepin, London, 1698. 
" The Sieur La Sailers first and chief design was to find out 
>^ by sea the mouth of the river Meschasipi, and to plant there* 
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** good colonies under the authority of the King, his Master. 
" The proposals he made for that purpose to the Council, 
** were kindly entertained by Monsieur Seignelay, Minbter 
" and Secretary of State, and Superintendent of the trade and 
" navigation of France. His Majesty did like them ; and 
" was pleased to favour his enterprize, not only by the new 
" powers and commissions he honoured him withal ; but also 
" by a supply of ships, men, and money." Part, 2. p. 3. 
How the Sieur La Salle fell to the westward of the river 
Mississippi, and did not discover his error until he perceived 
the " land making a bow towards the South" is duly related, 
and how " the three ships came together at last, about the 
** middle of February, in the bay Del Spiritu Sancto, where 
they found almost a continual road ; they resolved there- 
fore to go backwards, and accordingly they sailed about ten 
or twelve leagues, as far as a bay, to which they gave the 
" name of St. Louis. As provisions grew short, the soldiers 
" began to go a-shoar." — Part 2. p. 8. The author then de- 
scribes how they entered the bay of St. Louis, with the loss 
of a vessel, and " advanced two leagues into a fine river, 
** which they called the river of Cowes," La Baca, of the pre- 
sent day. How they planted com, and tilled the land, and 
built forts ; one of which is described in the following Ian-, 
guage : " They built a fort in a very advantageous place, 
" which in a little time was put in a condition of defence. 
" They planted there twelve pieces of cannon, and digged a 
** magazine under ground to lay up the goods and provisions 
" secure fix>m fire."— Part 2. p. IL The latitude of the bay 
is given 27 deg. 45 min. — p. 15. Can any thing be more 
definite and determined, considering the then state pf naviga- 
tion, than the above locality? The bay of Spiritu Sancto, 
which still retains its name where the, land bows towards the 
South (the N. West comer or angle of the Gulf of Mexico—) 
twelve leagues " backwards" to the bay of St. Louis, which 
for the edification of M, Gorostiza, we inform him is in. 
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^ the modern American charts named the bay of Matagorda, 

and in the Spanish charts the bay of St. Bernard, where the 

La Baca (or river of Cowes) still empties its waters ; and 

furthermore, -the same author in his third chapter of the 

voyage of La Salle, in speaking of the crosses and disappoint- 

inents they wiere subjected to, calls it explicitly " the setth' 

ment efa Colony in the vast countries of Louisiana.^' — Part 

•2. p. 14. We will conclude our extracts from Hennepin, by 

inserting fix)m his fifth chapter, " a short description of Fort St. 

** Louis ; of its advantageous situation, and adjacent lands :" 

" The ground whereon the fort is built is somewhat sandy, 

" though any where else nothing but a good and rich soil is to 

" be found. You may there see meadows on all sides, where 

^* the grass grows higher than our com, and that in all the 

" seasons of the year ; also you meet with rivers, at two or 

" three leagues distance one from the other, which are all 

" beset on both sides vnih oaks and mulberry trees. This 

continues westward within two days journey fix)m the 

Spaniards." 

" The fort is built upon a rising ground, north and southward, 

having the sea southeast, vast meadows on the west ; and on 
" the southwest two p<Hids, and woods of aleague in compass, a 
'* river running at the foot of it — * * * He omitted nothing 
" during all that time, that might comfort his small new Colony. 
" The families whereof much increased in childrwi. He pro- 
" pagated very much the grubbings up, and the new Planta- 
-*' tiqns." 

The reader will now perceive with what historical accuracy 
the diplomatist of Mexico attempts to discredit or denies the 
settlement of a^Golony by La Salle, and the propriety of his 
sneering at an observation of Mr. Jefferson, made in his letter 
to Mr* Bowdoin, one of the negotiators at Paris, in 1806. " We 

are attached, (says Mr. J.) to the retaining the Bay of St. 

Bernard, (or Matagorda, or St. Louis, as named by La 

Salle) becaase it was the first establishment of the 4infortu- 
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'* aftto La Salle ; was the cradle of Louisiana, and more incon- 
** testibly covered and conveyed to us by France under that 
" name, than ajiy other spot in the country ; this will be se- 
'^ cured to us by taking for our western boundary the Guada- 
" loupe, &c." 

On this letter of Mr. Jefferson, M. Gorostiza makes the fol- 
lowing flippant remarks — ^^ It must be confessed that the 
" cradle of Louisiana was in this case rather distant from the 
** place where the infant took its first step!" With the above 
facts before him, the question is of easy solution by the reader, 
whether Mr. Jefferson or M. Gorostiza was most in ignorance 
of the early history and geography of what is claimed to b^ a 
province of the country of the latter. 

Although M. Gorostiza commences by asserting the irrele- 
vancy of first discovery and settlement, yet unbounded pains 
are taken by him to disprove the original French title, and in 
his usual bungling manner, he quotes the perpetual charter or 
privilege, granted by Louis XIV, in 1712, wherein it is reci- 
ted, and the country called Louisiana, is described as " bounds 
" ed on the West by New Meooico, on the East by the terri- 
** tones of the English in Carolina, mcluding all the establish" 
" mentSj ports^ bays, and rivers, especially the port and haven 
" of the Dauphin Islands, formerly called the Massacre Islands. 
" The river St. Louis, formerly called the Mississippi ; the 
" river St. Philip, formerly the Wabash, and all the interior 
** lakes, and the rivers which empty into this side of the river 
" St. Louis" Now, observes, M. Gorostiza, " neither the 
"Sabme, nor the Colorado, nor the Guadaloupe, nor the 
** Bravo del Norte, empty into the Mississippi, as far as we 
^\ know. It is clear," continues he, " that they w^re not inclu- 
" ded among those cited m the charter of Louis XIV." This 
extraordinary minister, for the settlement of boundaries, appears 
to entertain a doubt ; at least he speaks with diplomatic 
caution " as far a^ he knows" as to the waters of the Bravo 
del Norte> Guadaloupe, and Colorado, mmgling their streams 



with the Mississippi. They do not. He, therefore, thinks it 
clear they were not included in that charter. Now by the 
rivers which empty into this side of the river St. Louis [Mis- 
sissippi,] is it not apparent that France meant the rivecs 
flowing lix)m the East into the Mississippi, the rivers of the 
present States of Tennessee, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 
France is this side of that river, both North and East — ^her 
meanmg is therefore clear and definite. And is it not equally 
apparent, that, ^^ by all the establishments, ports ^ baysy and 
rivers,'^ were clearly and fully embraced the ^ttlements, 
colony and forts of La Salle ? We do not find the Missouri, 
Arkansas, or Red river, enumerated in the above charter. 
M. Gorostiza should have contended firom that circum- 
stance for the territory they water. They are not of this side 
any more than the Bravo del Norte, Guadaloupe, or Colorado, 
Moreover, it is distinctly stated in the charter above referred 
to, that " Louisiana is bounded on the west by New Mexico." 
If the Rio Bravo del Norte was not the boundary of New 
Mexico, the reviewer would like to know where it was ? 
Father Hennepin, (himself an avowed subject of the Spanish 
King,) after describing the rivers to be met with west of Mata* 
gorda Bay, and the Prairies beyond them, says, this " [mea- 
*^ dows on all sides] continues westward within two days 
journey from the SpaniardsJ^ — Part 2., p. 30. 

In pursumg his statements on this subject, M. Grorostiza 
goes on to observe : ** In truth, when France ceded Louisiana 
" to Spain, in 1764, it was universally known and said, that 
^' although the French had established themselves at Natchi* 
" toches, it had been merely by sufierance, or from the inat- 
^' tention or disregard of the Spanish authorities. For a very 
'^ clear and detailed account of the manner in which the esta- 
^' bliahments of the French, east of the Mississippi, were 
'^ formed, see a note addressed by Don Luis de Onis, on the 
"15th of January, 1818, to Mr. Adams, then Secretary of 

" State of the United States^ in the collection of American 
2 
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State Papers^ published by Gales & Seaton, Vol. 4. p. 465, 
of the part relating to foreign affiiirs. Neither could the 
Treaty of San Ildefonso have subsequently given to France 
any other or greater rights, because Spain in restoring Louisi- 
ana, expressly declared that she restored it such as she had 
" received it." 

We question very much if M. Gorostiza had been as well ac- 
quainted with what has been written and printed in the present, 
as he would have us believe he was with what was " univer- 
sally Jcnoum and said'^ the middle of the last century {1764.] 
If in other words, he had ever read the memoir upon the ne- 
gotiations between Spain and the United States, which lead to 
the treaty of 1819, by Don Luis de Onis, Madrid, 1820, he 
would with so much complacency have quoted the diplomatic 
letters of that gentleman. For the full weight which the tes- 
timony of that witness is entitled to, we will quote from the 
above memoir a passage somewhat in point. 

* " An impartial public will judge," says M. Onis, " whether 
" the treaty of the 22nd of February, 1819, (which is impro- 
" perly called a treaty of cession, as it is in reality one of ex- 
change or permutation of one small province for another of 
double the extent, richer and more fertile,) deserves the 
epithet of disgraceful, under which it has been painted to his 
" Majesty, and whether I have not in it attended to the honor 
** and interest of the nation." ****** 

* El publico imparcial juzgari si el Tratado de 22 de Febrero de 1819, 
que impropiamente ea reputa de cesion, siendo en realidad de cambio 6 
permuta de una pequena provincia por otra de doble extension mas 
pingue J mas feraz merece el epftito de vergonzoso con que ha sido 
.pintado i S. M. y si no se ha atendido en el al honor y utilidad de la 
nacion.** * * » * 

Yo convendr^ sin embargo en qua4>ara mayor claridad hubiera podido 
extender el articulo 3o. en los terminos siguientes ; ** En cambio los Es. 
** tados Unidos ceden d S. M. C. la provincia de Tehas, fiLC," asi deseaba 
«1 'Gobiemo que se ezpresase, pero habiendo yo defendido durante tres 
anos en la Correspondencia dilitada, que se inserta, que aquella provincia 
pertenecia al Rey, hubiera sido una contradiccion expresar en el tratado 
qvLe la cedian a S. M. los Estados Unidos, lograndose lo mismo por los 
tifrminos en que se ha expresado, iijando los limites que la adjudican i, 
S. M. p. 104 Mem. Sobre las Negociaciones, Madrid, 1820. 
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** 1 will agree however, that for greater perspicuity, I might 
"** have extended the third article in the following terras : ' In 
** exchange, the United States cede to his Majesty the pro- 
** vince of Tehas, &c.', as the Government wished me to ex- 
" press it ; but as I had in the correspondence which is inserted, 
" for three years, contended that that province belonged to the 
<* King, it would have been a contradiction to say in the treaty, 
** that the United States ceded it to his Majesty, the same thing 
** being obtained by the terms in which it is expressed, the limits 
" that adjudge it to his Majesty being fixed." ****** 

We have given the reply of M. Onis, in Madrid, to M. Onis, 
at WashingtCHi. The Mexican Envoy is welcome to his evi- 
dence. 

As another; offiet to the reference made by M. Gorostiza to 
the letter of Don Luis de Onis, of the 5th of January, 1818, 
" and the clear and detailed account therein given of the 
" French establishments, east of the Mississippi," we refer 
the reader to the able and lucid reply of John Q. Adams,* 
wherein was set forth so fully the just claim and sound title of 
the United States to the Rio Bravo del Norte, that the 
Spanish Minister himself acknowledges the truth of the posi- 
tions of Mr. Adams, and frankly admits that he had for three 
years contended for, what he knew to be the property of the 
United States. During a part of the discussion, Mr. Monroe 
conducted the negotiation on the part of the United States. 
Having quoted the fi-ank and unbiassed opinion of Mr. Onis, 
as expressed in Spain, in 1820, we give the following extract 
fixwn a letter of Mr. Monroe to M. Onis, in 1816. 

" With respect to the western boundary of Louisiana, I 
" have to remark, that the Government has never doubted, 
*^ since the treaty of 1803, that it Extended to the Rio Br^vo ; 
" satisfied I am, if the claims of the two nations were submitted 
** to an impartial tribunal, who observing the principles appli- 
" cable to the case, and tracing fects as to discovery and settle- 
*^ ment, on either side, that such would be its decision. The 

* State Papers, For. Rel. Vol. 4. Page 468. 
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•* diBCovcry of the Mississippi as low down as the Arkansas, in 
<^ 1673, and to its mouth in 1680, and the establishment of 
" settlements on that river, and on the bay of St. Bernard, on 
** the western side of the Colorado, in 1685, under the au- 
thority of France, when the nearest settlement of Spain was 
in the provmce of Panuco, are facts which place the claim of 
the United States on ground not to be shaken. It is known 
"** that nothing occurred afterwards on the part of France to 
**• weaken this claim. The difference which afterwards took 
^* place between France and Spain, respecting Spanish en- 
^* croachments there, and the war which ensued, to which they 
"** contributed, tend to confirm it." State Papers, vol. 4. p.* 
480, part For. Rel. 

We have shown by the concurrent testimony of both parties 
Id the negotiation of the treaty of 1819, what were the opin- 
ions of the adverse negotiators, yet with these fects before him, 
and with a question involved which made it his duty to have 
mastered them, M. Gorostiza observes, "that in 1818 the 
"" negotiation, commenced between Messrs. Adams and Onis, 
'** was freed from many of those difficulties by which it had 
^* been embarrassed during the administration of othtr Presi- 
"*' dentSy who seem to have conceived that in diplomatic trans^ 
actions y the best mode of obtaining a great deal is to pretend 
without reason to a ^reat deal more. This was not the case 
in 1818," In the above paragraph, we confess ourselves at 
^loaa as to the exact meaning. The censure upon other 
Presidents is a true Mexicsm shot, a mere random fling — 
looking one way and firing the other. The compliment ap- 
ye9» to be il;^tended for ^'Mr. Adams, under the Impression 
tfattC he was then the President. The fact is, that the then 
President, Mr. Monroe, had opened the negoliatian as Secre- 
taty of State, and of course, had it much more in his power to 
•embafrtss the negotiation, if such a disposition «ver existed, as 

* A Bort «f Tete of thaaka to Mr. A. for bii last 4th Jaljmech, in the 
House of Repreeentftllves, which has been translated into Spanish^, and 
•ztensiyely circiUated in Mexico. 
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President tlian as Secretary of State. The censure of Mr.. 
Madison, who was President when Mr. Monroe wrote the let- 
ter quoted from, cannot be included, as he is the object of a 
special conapliment fiom Don Eduardo, who ranks him with 
Washington, and the band of politicians who do justice to 
Mexico. But the whole history €( the negotiation is 
completely at variance with the above observation of , the 
Mexican Minister, and gives a flat contradiction to his asser-*. 
tion that any embarrassment had ever been thrown in the way 
of an amicable adjustment of the questions long pending be- 
tween Spain and the United States, by the Presidents of the 
latter power. . 

Pursuing his historical account of the negotiation with Spain, 
M. Gorostiza proceeds — ^^ The history of this afliir is short 
'^ and pIainr--on the 23d of March, 1818, M. Onis proposed 
^* as a boundary, the same conventional line which had already 
'' served as such for many years. Mr. Adams could not accept 
^' this proposition exactly, because as this Une was entirely 
*^ imaginary, it would have been difficult to determine it, and 
"it would have left still subsisting many of the evils which it 
" was de^rable to have removed; he therefore did not admit 
" it ; but in October following, proposed another and a more 
" natural line, beginning at the mouth of the river Sabine, in the 
" Gulf of Mexico, and following the course of that river up to 
" the 32d degree of latitude, thence by a straight line running 
" North until it strikes the Rio Roxo de Natchitoches (Red 
" river.) Mr. Onis, on the 16th of November, accepted this 
" proposition, with a slight modification, however, respecting 
" the line proposed beyond Red river. Mr. Adams on ike 
" 30th of the same month, refused to admit this inodification, 
" and at the same time withdrew his proposition ; but he re- 
*^ peated it in the same terms on the 29th of January, 1819. 
" M. Onis then accepted it on the 1st of February, without any 
" condition, and the treaty was definitively signed by them on 
" the 22d of that month." Is this the entire history of this 
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transaction, or is it a garbled statement, in which material 
fects are suppressed ? We proceed to show its true character, 
and to state the whole truth, which is, that on the 6th of Feb- 
ruary, 1819, Mr. Adams presented to Don Luis De Onis the 
proj6t of an article, describing the western boundary. " Article : 
" It is agreed that the western boundary between the United 
" States and the territories of Spain shall be as follows : Be- 
ginning at the mouth of the river Sabine, on the Gulf of 
Mexico, following the course of said river to the thirty-se- 
cond degree of latitude, the eastern bank, and all the islands 
" in the river to belong to the United States, and the western 
" bank to Spain, thence due North, &c." 

Three days afterwards, on the 9th of February, 1819, Don 
Luis de Onis transmitted to the Secretary of State of the 
United States, a projet of a treaty, with an English transla-^ 
tion, fix)m the fourth article of which we make the following 
extract : — *' The boundary line between the two countries, 
" shall begin on the Gulf of Mexico, at the mouth of the river 
*' Sabbe, in the sea, continuing North, along the middle of 
" that river to the thirty-second degree of latitude, thence by a 
" line due North, &c." In the counter-projet of Mr. Adams, 
of the 13th of February, it is proposed the third article shall 
read thus : — " The boundary line between the two countries 
" west of the Mississippi, shall begin on the Gulf of Mexico, 
" at the mouth of the river Sabine, in the sea ; continuinff 
" North, along the western hank of that river to the thirty* 
" second degree of latitude, thence by a line due North, fcc." 
By the above quotations from the several projets of those 
Ministers it appears that the two pregnant words " continuing 
NortV^ were interpolated by M. Onis, and adopted by Mr* 
Adams, as they now stand in the treaty. Are they without 
meaning ? Or rather is not a north course, from a determined 
point, a more definite term, and more precise than that depend- 
ing upon mere nomenclature in a country, then almost a terra 
incognita, and whose geography is but indifferently settled at 
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the present day. Now, notwithstanding the assertion of M. 
Gorostiza, relative to the *Neches (or western branch of the 
Sabme,) and aided by the authority of Mr. Darby and the 
InteUigencer, we deny his statement rektive to that river, and 
proceed to show from the latest geographical description which 
we have seen of Texas, that ** the Nechesf also rises near 
^^ Red river^ and pursuing a southeasterly di];ection meets the 
"confluent waters of Angelina and Attoyeac, in Zavala's 
'^ grant, and flows into Sabine Lake. It is a deep but narrow 
" stream, subject to the usual inundations, which, however, are 
" never deleterious in their consequences, receding within the 
" bed of the river early in the spring, and leaving a rich deposit 
" of alluvion behind. It is navigable for the smaller class of 
" steamboats seventy-five miles, and for keel-boats one hun- 
" dred," p. 33, description of Texas, and on the latest map 
of Texas, by S. A. Mitchell, PhUadelphia, 1836, "the 
" Sabine, Neches, and Trinidad rivers are respectively three 
'' hundred and fifty, three hundred, and four hundred and 
" ten miles in length, they are all navigable, &c." How does 
this accord with the bold and ignorant assertion of M. Goros- 
tiza, that the western branch of the Sabine (the Neches) 
*; " about the 30th degree of latitude, is formed by the union of 
^' a number of small branches from diflferent directidns, all so 
" small that none of them deserve the name of river." With a 
stupidity scarcely worthy of comment, it is farther asserted 
that the river Neches empties into Sabine Lake, and not into 
the Gulf of Mexico. We ask, do not both branches, Sabuie 
-and Neches, empty into the Sabine Lake, the common recep- 

ViDB. — Note of M. Gorostiza who for his knowledge of the geogmpby 
of a Mexican province, appears to be mainly indebted to the columni of 
the National Intelligencer. 

*NoTE. — " The Neches is a river in Texas, which has borne that name 
** firom time immemorial, which empties into the Lake Sabine, and not 
** into the Mexican Gulf, and which about the 30th degree of latitudo, m 
** formed by the union of a number of small branches from different di* 
**rections, all so small that none of them deserve the name of rivor.** 

t In the report of Mr. Morfit, just published, it is alleged that this riVtr 
WM known formerly as the Western Sabine. 
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tacle, aud do not their confluent streams by a common moutb 
disembogue themselves into the Gulf, by what is usually termed 
the Sabine Inlet ? They do. We have now shown what 
perhaps was not known at the period of the negotiation of the 
treaty of 1819, that instead of one river flowing into Salnne 
Lake, there are two of nearly equal dimensions, both having 
their sources near the Red river. Bound by the language of 
the treaty as we consider the United States, and by the future 
arbitrament of commissioners to be appointed, as stipulated in 
the treaty. " Each of the contracting parties shall appoint a 
" commissioner and a surveyor, who shall meet before the 
" termination of one year from the date of the ratification of 
" this treaty, at Natchitoches, on the Red river, and proceed 
*' to run and mark the said line, fit>m the mouth of the Sabine 
" to the Red river *****. They shall make out plans, 
" and keep journals of their proceedings ; and the result 
" agreed upon by them shall be considered as part of this 
" treaty, and shall have the same force as if it were inserted 
" Aerein."-— 3. Art. Treaty of Limits, 1828. Twice for the 
accommodation of Mexico has the term for the survey and 
marking the boundary been extended by additional articles to 
the treaty, and failed, and likely to fail again, from the total 
incompetency of Mexico to fulfil her stipulated obligations. 
But let us suppose the commissioners and surveyors regularly 
appointed, and proceeding amicably on the survey. TTiere is 
no question as to the place of the beginning. They place 
their monument at the outlet of the Sabine Lake, on the sea 
shore, on the west side, and ^'continuing JVbr^A along the 
western l»nk," in the language of the tresity. That course 
firom which no surveyor could think of deviating, or to its 
nearest approximation, leads them to the western river falling 
into Sabine Lake — ^whose course is from the North. Will 
they not be correct in following the course of that river hi the 
word and spirit of the treaty along its western bank ? or shall 
they be governed by an arbitrary name, and continuing an 
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HaH course, instead of a North one, go in search of the SaUiw. 
Where they will find, upoa examination, the Eastern rirer 
comes bto the Lake from the Northeast 1 We have stated 
the case hypotheticeUyi at the same time expressmg our befief 
that the ftcts will be htreefbr fixind to accord with oaropuuon. 
If they should not, the United States entertain too high a 
ifgard fat the obligatkn of treaties^ which are the supreme 
law xtf the land, to entertain for a moment a claim adverse t6 
the decision of the commissioners. Eight years have xbt 
United States waited patiently for the consummation of thd 
Treaty of limits. She has seen the enterprising citizens of 
the United States beguiled by folse promises to enter the 
neighboring territory and cultivate its waste but fertile lands. 
Under their enterprise and industry the wilderness had begun 
to smile, a change comes over the Government of Mexicb* 
A ruthless leader, his hands already crimsoned vrith the butch- 
ery of his fellow citizens of Zacatecas, armed with a *law of 

*8ecr8taria de Guerra j Marina. Con esta fecha digo i lot Coman. 
dantea Grenerales y principales, Gobernadorea y Gefes poTiticoa de lea D«« 
partamentoa y Temtorios lo que siguo. 

[We omit the preamble to the decree,] 

lo. Loa Estrangeroa que deaembarcaren en Algun Puerto de la Repob* 
Itea 6 penetrasen portierraen ellaarmados y con objeto de atacar nnettro. 
tarritorio aeran tratadoe y castigadoa eomo pirata8» en conaideracien i, que 
no pertenecen 4 Nacion con la que eat& en guerra la Republica y A que no 
militan bajo de bandera conocida. 

2o. En lo8 miamoB terminos seran tratadoe y caatigadoa loa Eatrangeroa 
que deaembarcaren en Algun Puerto 6 introduzeren por tierra armaa jr 
municionea, siendo pos algun puerto sublovado contra el Gobiemo de fa 
Naoion, y con objbto probiuio de poner eatoa utilea de guerra en manoads 
loa enemigos de clla. Tengo el Honor de decirlo 4 V. S. para au pubUea. 
eion y cumplimiento y lo transcribo 4 V. 8. con el objeto de que ae airvft 
eomunicarlo 4 quienea correaponda. Dios y Libertad, Mezioo, Dioiembra 
30 de 1835. 
TORNELj 8r. Oficial, Mayor Eneargado de la Sacretaria de RelacionM. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
Ea Copia, Mexico 5de Febrero de 1836. 

[tkanblation.] 

Department of War and Marine. The following Decree is nddTipnJ 
to all generala commanding, principal of&cera, govemota, and peUtieal 
^shiefa of departmehta and lerritories. 

[We omit the freamhle to the decree,] 

ikaat, lat. All fbreignera who may hereafter diaembark hi any port of tha 
Bopoblio, or who may come into the country by land, armed and for Iho 
purpoae of attacking our territory, ahall be treated and poniahed ta 

8 
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extenninationy at the head of ten thousand veterans, inured tot 
blood and crime, and with the declaration upon his lips, '^ that 
he would settle the boundary when he arrived at the Sabine.'^ 
Coeval with the march of that man of bloody was the appoinl^ 
moit of M. Gorostixs as Envoy Extraordinary on the part of 
the Mexican Grovemment. He tells us ^ the instnictioiis 

given to him were, as may.be supposed, maay and varioos; 

they were all, however, directed towards one end, namety, 
** to support and defend the integrity of the Mexican territory, 
^ whatever might be the arm employed against it and the pop- 
^' tbn of the territory to be attacked." Now, as the altack 
upon the integrity of the Mexicim territory had taken place,^ 
somewhat remote from the American boundary, at Croliad and 

l»intet, id eoniidcration of their not belonging^ to uiy nation with Whom 
' e Republic b at war, or serving under any acknowledged .flaff. 
2nd. In the same manner afl foreigners shall be treated and punished 
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the Republic b at war, or serving under any acknowledged .flaff. 

2nd. In the same manner afl foreigners shall be treated and pi 
who shaU disembark in any port, or introduce by land, arms and wariike 



stores, boiug intended for any port in rebellion against the Government 
of the Nation,- iMid upon proof of the intention to place those munition* 
of war in the hands of its enemies. 

This information is given, to be piiblbhed, and to be duly carried int» 
eff ct. Copied for your Excellency in order that it may be communicated 
to all conccrnod. God and Liberty — Mexico, 30th Dec. 18% 

TORN EL, Secretuy War and Marine. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
Mexico, January 5th, 1836. 

The above decree, although fulminated against all foreigners, in prae. 

tice was made to operate against all prieonere made in Texas. Yet kr the 

year 1833, Santa Anna, it appears, was ver^ willing to avail hiniself of 

the assistance of foreigners in. a civil broil, though in 1835 he /declares it 

piracy, as appears by the following exstract from a letter of the. Mexican 

Secretary of State. 

Si D. Santiago Smith Wilcohots, (Wilcox,) Consul General de loe 

Estados Unidos de America. 

Falacio del €k>BiBur6 Fbdbjul. > 
Mexico, Marzo 29, de 1832. I 
** Tengo el honor de manifestar i. V. S. que todas las didposiciones, toi. 
** madas por el General q. manda las tropas del Gobiemo, Sobre Vera 
** Cruz, persuaden q. aquella plaza ser& muy en breve asaltada, y coma 
** aefftui todas las probilidades el ecsito seri ieliz para la causa del (Men. 
** El V. P. me previene diga a V. S. q. Sabiendose de notoriedad que 
** una eompania de estrangeros mandado por an tal Os•I^ger ha ddo or« 
** ffanizado por. Don Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, no seria estrano que 
** fas tropas al tomar la plaza indignadas por esta conducta hiciesen reeaer 
M m venganza aobre iilgunos otros Eetrangeroe residentes en la oindad, 
ein que pudieaen bastar par contenerlaa todas las providencias dlotadaa 
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Bexai") &nd the ^ Napolc»on of Mexico was advanciag, nol 
aniy to exterminate the inhabitants of a revolted pro vince^ but, 
.ticccNrding to his own declaration, made in the presence of the 
British Minister and others in Mexico, to settle the boundary 
,after the manner of the Empire. We may fairly presume 
that the Envoy ExtracHrdinary had other instructions than those 
avowed. The gentleman was probably authorized to accept 
of cessions if not to make them. Disappointed inconquests^^ 
to have been made by his mastelr, nothing better remained 
than to pick a quarrel with the American Government^ whichi 
with a few promptings from the Editors of the National Intelli^ 
gencer of Washmgton, the National Gazette of Philadelphia^ 
the Commercial Advertiser of New York, and the Atlas at 
Boston, was easily managed. Indeed, so complete a dupe was 
the Mexican Minister to the motives influencing those men, 
that he appears to be serious in the belief that the sense of 
justice prompted their support of his and Santa Anna's cause, 
instead of theur bitter and unrelenting hatred to the present 

** |K>r el Greneral en conformidad de las prevenciones que sele ha heeho 
** por el Gobierno pues se sabe que en estos cases el furor de los soldadcM 
** ecsaltado por la resistenoia no puede enfrenarse j He ejerce i yeora 
" hasta sobre individuos pacificos y laboriosos que no ban tornado puts 
"en la asonada.** 



[translation.] 

To Mr. James Smith Wilcox, Consul General of the United States of 

America. 

Palace of the f^BOEHAL Government, ) 
Mexico, March 39th, 1839. I 

. ** I have the honor to inform your Excellency, that all the dipositio&s 
'* which have been made by the general who commands the troops of the 
** €k>Temment operating against Vera Cru2, persuade us, that that place will 
** be very soon assaulted, and, according to all probability, the result will 
«• be fortunate for the cause of order. The Vice President directs me to uj 
** to yovBt Excellency that it is a fact of notoriety that a corps of foreignen, 
** commanded by one Ossinger, has been organized by I)on Antonio Lopes 
•• de Santa Anna. It would not bo matter of surprise if, Y>n captarmg 
** the place, the troops, indignant at this conduct, should inflict vengeance 
•« apon other foreigners dwelling in the city, without the general being 
•* fible to prevent them in conformity with his instructions from the Qo. 
** vemment. It being known that in such cases the ftny of ooldievit 
** Yoused by resistance, is ungovernable, and is frequently spent upon 
** peaceable and laborioucr persons who have taken no part therein.*' 

*There never was ft greater misnomer. 
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Btecutive or the United States. For him, M. (Jorostisa, to 
insult the venerable head of the CSovemment, was to wm their 
ipplaase. He could not have delighted them more, unless it 
were to have sent them a talega of the score shipped him to 
New Orleans for secret service. That such is the case we do 
not pretend to assert, but assuredly the Itdforer i$ worthy of 
hi$ hire. On thb subject we cannot do better than to allow 
M. Gorostisa to return his thanks where they were so .well 
deserved, and as his publication was only intended far hi$ 
&fm Govemmentf and a few copies to be distributed among 
the Foreign Legations , resident in the United ' States f we 
may possibly be the fortunate organ of communicating the kind 
remembrance of their late associate in diplomacy, unless per* 
chance, they may have been privately honored with a copy of 
the correspondence. " He" the Envoy, "also embraces this op- 
•* portunity to thank the *Editors of the National Intelligencer, 
** of the Atlas, of the New York American, and of the other 
** papers, for the noble efforts and the talents with which they 
•* have defended his cause, without any other inducement than 
^*that of enlightening public opinion on matters which soseri- 
" ously affect the reputation of their country, and without the 
"Envoy's ever having had the pleasure of knowing one of 
" these gentlemen, even by sight." It is certainly much to be 
regretted that the accomplished Editors of the Intelligencer 
never met tete a tete the Envoy of General Santa Anna; what 
SiSoKd argument might have been the result of such a meet- 
ing, we know not ; but in the anxiety of the Envoy to preserve 
the " integrity of the Mexican territory," we entertain a famt 
hope the printers to the Senate of the United tSates have 
preserved theirs. 

'*Quer7. Did Messrs. Gales & Seaton receive thaaks from the French 
Mfaiitftrj for defending their cause? if they did not, what ingratitude ! 
Tkey were eertainlj entitled to thanks from the puratqs or Java, cha8ti#ed 
.hy Comioodore Powns. For eight years it has been quite sufficient that 
the Grovenunent of the United btates should manifest a desire to execute 
any measure, from the extirpation of a horde of pirates, to the settlement 
of a treaty of hudemnity, to insure their ^^jwhle tffcrts^^ and ** like, extrltsn 
** of their talenUt to enlighten public opinion:* 



J. *r ^Jb- 



21 

Among the information picked up from the ,ne wqpapen, mi 
t?»pecially from the columns of the National Intelligencer, we 
find the Mexican Envoy supplied with an argument, which he 
considers irresistible, from the pen of Mr. William Darby, who 
professes to have descended the Sabine, from the 32nd degree 
of latitude, to the Mexican Gulf, in October, 1812. We are 
triumphantly referred to the files of the Intelligencer, and to 
that article, as completely settling the question of the course 
and the identity of this river. In that communication Mr. 
Darby says, "at the time my survey was made [1812] it 
^^ would have been veg^rdeA bs absoltUe Jnsanity to dispute 
" the Sabine as the boundary between the United States anil 
"the Provincias Internas (Internal Provinces)." Here \% 18 
apparent the eagerness of the volunteermg witness to be use* 
ful, by enabling him to prove too much, invalidates his own 
testimony, and he proves nothing. It is a remarkable contra^ 
diction of Mr. Darby's statement relative to the Sabine being 
the boundary, which it was insanity to dispute in 1812, that 
m 1818 (so says M. Gorostiza) "M. Onis proposed as a 
" boundary the same conventional line which had already 
" served as such for many years ('between the Mermentau 
" and Carcasieu.') Mr. Adams could not accept this propo* 
" sition exactly, because, as this line was entirely imaginary, it 
" would have been difficult to determine it, ******** 
" but in October following proposed (for the first time) au:iotbef 
** and a more natural line, beginning at the mouth of the river 
" Sabine, in the Gulf of Mexico." We have here the historic 
cal fact, quoted by M. Gorostiza himself, that in 1818 the 
Sabine was first proposed as a boundary by Mr. Adams, iji a 
counter proposition to the one made by M. Qnis, of the old 
established conventional line. What now becomes of Mr. 
Darby's assertion about the Sabine m 1812? The truth ia, 
the Sabine had not been even suggested as a boundary pre^ 
¥ious to the proposition of Mr. Adams, in October, 1818. (^ 
(bis subject let us hear what Mellish says in his work, entitM 
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A Geographical Description of the United States, with the 
contiguous British and Spanbh possessions, intended as an 
*^ accompaniment to Mellish^s map of these countries. Phila- 
« delphia, 1818." 

" In the year 1684," says Mellish, " La Salle sailed from 
" France with a small squadron, for the purpose of establish- 
*^ ing a colony on the Mississippi ; but missing the mouth of that 
^* river, he reached the Bay of St. Louis, called by the Span- 
^' iards, and marked on the map, the Bay of St. Joseph. 
" Here three of his vessels were cast away. The greatest 
" part of the men and goods were saved ; but he himself was 
<* taken ill. Ujion his recovery, he took regular possession of 
** the country, formed a settliement, and built a fort, which is 
" now known by the name of Fort Matagorda. At this time 
"there were no other settlements in that part of the country, 
"so that the right of France became unquestionable; and all 
** the subsequent settlements of Spain to the East of the Rio 
" del Norte, were regarded as usurpations." — p. 23. 

"In the year 1721" continues Mellish, " a very elaborate 
" geographical work was published in London, entitled ' A new 
''general atlas, containing a geographical and historical account 
" of all the empires, kingdoms, and other dominions of the 
" world ; with the maps laid down according to the observa- 
" tions communicated to the English Royal Society, and the 
"French Royal Academy of Sciences;' in this atlas there is 
*' a map entitled * A map of Louisiana, and the river Missis- 
"sippi,' inscribed to William Law, of Lawreston, Esq. This 
** map furnishes evidence, as to the Western limits of Louisi- 
" ana, of the highest authority, and fixes the boundary line on 
"the West side of the Rio del Norte to the Rio Salado, 
"answering to the Rio Puerto, on the modem maps. It is 
" continued along that river to near it^ source. ******** 
" Upon these data the Western boundary of Louisiana is con- 
" structed (in Mellish'smap.) It takes the Rio del Norte to 
" the river Puerco, then along that river to the chain of moun- 
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^' tains which forms the dividing ridge between it ^nd the Rio 
^' Colorado ; then along that ridge to beyond Santa Fe, where 
'^ it bends towards the Rio del Norte, near the latitude of 38 
" degrees North ; then along the Rio del Norte, to its source, 
" where a note is inserted^ expressing that the limits of Louis- 
^' iana on that quarter are undefined." pp. 24 and 25. Again^ 
in the descripticm of the Rio del Norte, M ellish says, *^ At 
" the river Puerco, the Rio del Norte again becomes iht 
" Southwestern boundary of Louisiana.^^ p. 35. We have 
quoted somewhat liberally ffom the book of Mellish, which 
accompanied his map of '1818, because we find there a trium- 
phant refutation of the bold asserticm made by Darby, in his 
communica^on to the National Intelligencer, of the 13th May, 
1836, that in 1812 none disputed, or in his own words, " it 
" would have been regarded (w absolute insanitif^to dispute 
" the Sabine as the boundary between the United States and 
" the Internal Provinces^ Did not Mr. Monroe dispute it ? 
Did not Mr. Adams demonstrate the Rio Bravo del Norte the 
boundary ? Did not Don Onis, in 1820, admit the claim of 
the United States to that boundary to have been valid ? Is 
Mellish an authority who proves nothing ? And, finally, M; 
Grorostiza himself brings forward a temporary conventiQiial 
line, which he takes some pains to prove existed between the 
Mermerttau and Carcasieu as the boundary of Spanish en^' 
croachments. So much for the Sabine being the boundary in 
1812, upon the authority of W. Darby, American Geogra- 
pher, &c. 

After all this we are gravely told by M. Gorostiza, that 
" by the terms of this treaty the United States obtained ^caif 
" advantages ; ^one of them was the possession of the whole 
" of ihe contesttd territory, ^^ which, as he pretends to have 
shown, " was no other than between the Arroyo Hondo and 
*' the Sabine." We are content on this question to leave him 
and W. Darby at issue with the above quoted authorities* 
The graver one for the American people to decide, of great 
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aibfttniages to the United State$f Mr. Adains is mott compe* 
Itot to defend. We admit we have not been clear-sighted 
enough to discover how the loss of a large and invaluable 
territory can be construed into *' great advantages." 

With the per3onal cur political motives which may have led the 
Mexican Government to the selecticm of M. Crorostiza for the 
late extraordinary mission , abstracting him from the grave du* 
ties of presiding over tHe theatrical and other amusements of 
the city of Mexico, we have nothing to do ; we make na 
charge against the integrity or veracity of that minister ; we 
only deem strange, passing strange, the wonderful discovery 
which he informs us he made seven years by-gone, and with 
which he then endeavored.to alarm the British cabinet. 

^^ A member of Congress, in speakmg of the Envoy, called 
'' him a skilful intrigtier^ and an enemy to the Americans, be- 
^' cause, when he was seven years before Mexican minister in 
" London, he had endeavored to alarm the British cabinet re- 
" specting the intentions which he had already discovered oo 
" the part of that of Washington, to take possession, by some 
" means or other, of this same territory of Texas, which is now 
" so stropgly menaced. Does this prove any thing more than 
" that the Envoy was zealous for the interests of his country, 
", and moreover had some small. degree of foresight?" We 
should have been pleased to have seen the evidence of this dis- 
covery, which we suppose, after all, would consist in the anxiety 
of the Government of the United States, which has been so re- 
peatedly and publicly manifested on its part, to adjust the 
boundary in accordance with the treaty of limits. For the 
foresight of M. Gorostiza, the world, to whom he has appealed, 
will no doubt do him ample justice. That the. British, or 
any other cabinet, will be imposed upon by his crude and 
absurd suggestions we indeed doubt. In another page of the 
pamphlet, M. Gorostiza observes, ^^ among other good results 
to be obtained" by bis appointment as Envoy, " was showiiig 
^' the United States the perfect confidence reposed by Mexico 
" in its equity and its good intentions.^^ Had he neglected to 
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vdoaa his own Giovemment of the criminal deagn of tbe UaW 
ted States to take possession of Texas, which he had cominu* 
Bleated to the British cabinet ? or was that a proof of the good 
intentions of the cabinet at Washington ? 

This distinguished Envoy is quite poetic in his prose. How 
long is it since the sending of an extraordinary envoy was a 
proof of the perfect confidence of one Government in the in* 
tegrity and good intientions of another ? No doubt M. Goros* 
tiza was selected in compliment to the United States, having 
served in France and England, and succeeded, according to 
his own boastings, in foiling the veteran Talleyrand ; his anrip 
val in the United States should have been hailed with pride, 
measured by bis well known predispositicm to impeach the ia« 
tegrity of this Government. 

In the plenitude of reasons for sending an Envoy Extreor* 
dinaiy to Washington, we are told ^' that the American packet 
*^ which arrived at Vera Cruz, in January last, brought, amoD^ 
<< other correspondence, two official documents, which deter* 
*' mined the Mexican Government to adopt the measure ; one ct 
*' these documents was a memorandum of a conference between 
<' M. Castillo and the Secretary of State at Washington, about 
" the beginning of November, the other was President Jack* 
" son's Message." 

In the message it was said, *^ It has been thought necessary 

'' to apprise the Government of Mexico that we should re- 

" quire the integrity of our territory to be scrupulously re- 

*^ spected by both parties. This was said without M. Cas* 

'^ tillo's having been able to obtain from Mr. Forsyth the expla* 

^^ nation which be required in writing, as to What was leaUy 

" meant by the territory of the United States. Certainly'* 

the Envoy goes on to say, ^* the proceedings in the United 

** States with respect to the messages of the President, and 

'< the publications in the Globe, are ridiculous. The Piesi* 

<^ dent may say any thing he pleases in his message about 

** foreign Gov^mmenta, without tbeirbtmig able to expeet any 
4 
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** other explanation than that it neither concerns nor interest! 
*^ them, as it is a mere domestic communication addressed 
*^ only to the Americans. In like manner the Globe may in- 
*^ suit or calumniate them at its pleasure without rendering the 
*^ (Government, whose organ and confident it is, in any way 
" responsible." 

With respect to the declaraticm of the President we are 
not able to discover any thing of an alaihning character to 
either of the belligerants. It is our territory which the Pre- 
sident says he will requife to be scrupulcmsly respected. We 
are inclined to think the President knows too well his obliga- 
tions to the country to fail in that respect. As it regards the 
Globe newspaper, if it is fair, and even worthy of thanks 
fix>m M. Gorostiza, for the Printer to the Senate (a foreigner by 
birth) to espouse a cause adverse to his adopted country, its 
interests and its Government, we see no reason why the Printer 
to Che House of Representatives (a native citizen) may not 
advocate the course of the legally constituted authorities of 
his country. We would draw no invidious comparisons, but 
we would beg of M. Gorostiza, before he again adverts to the 
American press, to look at home, where exile or the knife is 
the remedy for political opposition. 

We now propose to inquire how far one of the above obser- 
vations of M. Gorosdza is true, ^' wkhout M. Castillo's 
having been able to obtain bam Mr. Forsyth the explana- 
tion which he required in writing, as to what was really 
meam there by our territory, ^^ though the question was so 
put, did it not mean, what were the objects and designs of the 
American Government relative to the movements and positions 
of the American troops on the frontier ; perchance what would 
be their course when the conqueror came to settle the-boun- 
dary ? We can scarcely believe that either M. Castillo, or M. 
Gorostisa, could think of asking an explanation of words so 
definite as otir territory, Mr. Forsyth would not insult their 
understandings by infcHTning them that mir means, pertaining 
tO; or belonging to us. But as they evidently desired to know 
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what we have suggested, was not the question answered over 
and over agam by the American Secretary ? In the conference 
of the 20th April, 1836, " Mr. Forsyth stated to M. Gotosr 
^f tiza, that in consequence of the contest in Texas, the moye« 
** metits of some citizens of the United States on the Red 
" river, and apprehended hostile intentions of the Indians in 
" Mexico against the United States, and of the Indians within 
*' the United States against Mexico, orders would be given to 
" (Jeneral Gaines to take such a position with the troops of 
*< the United States, as would enable him to preserve ii^e 
" territory of the United States and of Mexico from Indian 
" outrage, and the territory of the United States from any 
" violation by the Mexicans, Texans, or Indians, during tlie 
^' disturbances unfortunately existing in that quarter ; and that 
" 'the troops of the Ignited States would be ordered to protect 
'• the commissioners and surveyors of the two Govemm^its 
" whenever they should meet to execute the instructiolis to be 
" prepared under the Treaty of Limits between the United States 
^^ and the United Mexican States. Should the troops, in the 
" performance of their duty, be advanced beyond the pdnt 
" Mexico might suppose was within the territory of the United 
" States, the occupation of the position was not to be taken as 
*^ an indication of any hostile feeling, or of a desire to establish 
** a possession or claim not justified by the Treaty of Limits. 
" The occupation would be precautionary and provisional, and 
" would be abandoned whenever (the line being run and the 
'* true limits marked) the disturbances m that region should 
^* cease, they being the only motive for it." The position here . 
assumed by the American Secretary of State, was again coo* 
firmed and strengthened in an informal reply to M. Gorostiza 
the 26th April : " It is," says Mr. Forsyth, " a territory protected 
" by the Treaty of Limits between Spain and the United 
** States, subsequently recognized by the treaty between Mex- 
*' ifeo and the United States. In this view it will be ccMisidered." 
Again, on the 3d of May, similar declarations are made, with 
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the pledge that aoy post which may be occupied in order for 
the United States to perform its obligations to herself and 
Mexico, will be abandoned whenever the necessity ceases, by 
the restoration of tranquillity. 

On the 10th May, in a long note fix)m Mr. Forsyth, the 
sieime. declarations are reiterated, with these distinct observa- 
tions : ^' The undersigned is iurther instructed to reply to M. 
'^ 6(»rostiza, that the claims of the United Stttfes are founded 
'^ upon the Treaty of Limits, and are to be maintunedby the 
^' Treaty of Limits. If the true demarcation, according to that 
** treaty, has not been fiilly made known to Mexico, it is because 
" there has been on the part of that Go\^emment a delay to 
<< proceed to the execution of that instrument." And further: 
" Whatever the United States cannot maintain by reason and 
" fiicts, according to a just construction of the Treaty rf 
" Limits, will not be insisted upon." Yet we are told no 
answer was given, no explanation had ! ! ! 

We are informed by the Envoy, " he was then carried to 
^' the library of Congress, and there shown, a manuscript map, 
'^ drawn specially for the information of the representatives of 
'^ the nation, in which localities and proper names had been 
*^ most impudently falsified, m order to bring forward this 
" same Neches." We know not, nor is it said who carried 
M. Gorostiza to the library of Congress, neither have we seen, 
nor do we know any thing of the merits of the map in ques* 
tion ; but we doubt exceedingly that it would be possible for 
any map maker, or moon map vender, to produce a more inh 
pudent falsification (we use his own ungentle terms) of the 
outline of any country, than M. Gorostiza has prefixed to his 
own pamphlet, and to which he has given the sanction of his 
own name. 

" Moreover," he says, "at the seat of Government, in which 
'^ with the exception of some senators and representatives, there 
^^ is scarcely an inhabitant who does not depend directly or indi- 
" rectly upon the Government, the Envoy found but very few 
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*} persons who were not deeply and materially interested in 
'< faVor of the Texans ; some lifom owning lands bought at a 
" low price, or given, others from being engaged in specula* 
** ting in slaves and provisions for war, some from having a 
" relation or friend in the ranks, or in the administration of the 
'< Texans ; some in, order the better to make their court, or 
" to secure what they had already obtained ; some, in fine, 
** because they were nullifiers. None of these made any 
** secret of their sympathiesy and if any honest man ventured 
*' to J^ise his voice in defence of the most obvious principles 
*' of justice and right, eitlier in Congress, or through the me- 
** dium of the press, they all fell upon him, and he was 
" charged with being a bad citizen— with being sold to 
** Mexico, or with speaking in that manner only because he 
" belonged to the opposition. What could the Mexican Envoy 
** infer from all this ? • What had he not to fear? Neverthe- 
'^ less he suspended his judgment, and did not persuade him- 
*^ self, notwithstanding all he heard, and saw, and read, that 
" the United States y which were treating with him at that 
*^ very moment on the exchange of the ratifications of the 
** second additional article of the Treaty of Limits, without 
** saying a single word indicative of discontent with its stipu- 
" lations, could still foster the simster design of violating 
*' them all. The same with regard to the too apparent pro- 
" tection given to the Texans, while protestations of affection 
" for Mexico, and of strict neutrality in the Texan contest^ 
« were poured into his ears by the President of the United 
" States himself and repeated by all his ministers." 

With respect to the sweepmg charge conveyed in the first 
part of the above quotation against the inhabitants of the 
capital of the United States, the falsehood is so monstrous that 
it is scarcely worth a contradiction. The citizens of fVash^ 
ington the owners of the Texan lands ! and given to them ! 
Speculating in slaves and provisions for that war ! The state- 
ment is so grossly absurd that it is impossible M. Gorostiza 
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could have been so far the dupe of any informant* We take 
it tor granted, in inserting that passage in his pamphlet, he 
has gone upon the principle, that a thing printed, whether 
tnie or faUtj will be read, and at a distance may he belieyed. 
That the barbarous and inhuman conduct of the Mexicans, in 
murdering hundreds of prisoners in cold blood, with or with- 
out terras of capitulation, excited the sympathies of this peo- 
ple is true. If M. Gorostiza will observe the tone of the 
British press, indeed of that of the civihzed world, he will 
have reason to make the same remark ; the feeling is equally 
applicable to all but savages and brutes. We recollect the 
remark of the National Intelligencer^ when pressed upon the 
subject, that if true, it was " atrocious.^^ M. Gorostiza j that 
is the word employed by your friends, who have defended 
your cause purely from a sense of right and justice ; and for- 
sooth, the people of Washmgton must have no sympathies for 
the hecatombs of human victims immolated to the mad ambi- 
tion of the General and President of Mexico^ who has else- 
where, as we think, been appropriately called " a stupendous 
villain." It i^ true, Santa Anna was clothed with legal 
powers to perpetrate those crimes. So much the worse for 
Mexico. Better for that country had it been the rash and 
intemperate act of one individual, than the deliberate legisla- 
tive act of a Government with pretensions to civilization. We 
Irnve elsewhere quoted the decree of the 30th December^ 
1S35. Let Mexico beware how she carries into effect the 
second article thereof, which declares, " that all foreigners 
" shall be treated as pirates who shall mtroduce arms, or war- 
" like stores, by land or sea, into any port in rebellion against 
" the Government of Mexico, in order to be placed in the 
" hands of its enemies." The treaty of 1831 speciiSes what 
is contraband of war, but we can no where find in that treaty 
the power given to either party to treat as pirates the carriers 
of contraband. That Mexico is capable not only of enacting^ 
but of deliberately carrying into execution a ferocious decree, 
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she has, unfortunately for the honor of human nature, already^ 
demonstrated ; that she may extend lier vengeance and ferocity 
to the subjects of neutral nations (los estrangeros) is more 
than probable. We know that *muerte a los estrangeros, is 
the favorite war-cry of the Mexican soldiery in the sacking 
of their own towns and cities. It is therefore that we would 
remind M. Gorostiza, that the following quotation is equally 
applicable to a state of peace or war : " When at war," says 
Vattel, " with k ferocious nation, which observes no rules, and 
^^ grants no quarter, they may be chastised in the persons of 
" those, of them who may be taken ; they are of the number 
" of the guilty, and by this rigor the attempt may be made 
" of bringing 'them to a sense of the laws of humanity. ^^ 
" As a general has the right of sacrificing the lives of his ene- 
" mies to his own safety, or that of his people, if he has to 
" contend with an inhuman enemy, often guilty of such.ex- 
" cesses, he may take the lives of some of his prisoners, and 
" treat them as his own people have been, treated,^' With 
regard to the bold charge advanced against the Government of 
the United States, and the President himself, of fostering the 
sinister design of violatirig treaty stipulations at the very mo- 
ment of ratifying them, for the complete refutation of this 
insidious charge we refer the reader to the entire printed cor- 
respondence between the United States and Mexico, the seve- 
ral messages of the President, his letter to the Governor of 
Tennessee, and, in fine, to the well known equity and good 
faith of the United States in her transactions with all foreign 
Governments since the year 1789. 

M. Gorostiza, in speaking of the publication in the news- 
papers of documents communicated for the use of the House 
of Representatives by the Secretary of War, of May 4, (we 
presume, from the extracts given, he meails the letter of April 
25th,) and the memorandum of the conference with the 

* Death to all foreigners. 
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Secretary of State^ of the SOUi April, caUs it an accidenial 
and involuntary publication. 

In a letter of the 10th of May, to the Secretary of State, M* 
Gorostiza had complained ui the folbwing terms of the '^ publir 
'< cation by itself of the memorandum containing the conmiuni- 
'< cation made to me by you in the conference of April 20;" and 
that it might be inferred from his apparent silenice that he had 
assented to the measure, and made no observaticms in oppose 
tion to it, begs the error may be rectified. Mr. Forsyth 
states in reply, '^ that the communication of the memorandum 
" to a committee of Congress, by the Department of Waff 
'' was made without the knowledge of the Department ^ 
*' State ; that the memorandum has not been published by 
'* any branch of this Government, but has been made known 
" incidentally through the public journals, as a part of the 
" proceedings of Congress. How far, under these circum^ 
^^ stances, a compliance with M. Gorostiza's request, to have 
* the correspondence which grew out of the 20th of April| 
*' made known, is required by justice to Mexico, or her reprtf* 
*' sentative, is rendered unnecessary by the call which has 
*^ just been made by the House of Representatives, including 
*^ that correspondence, which call will be answered as soQO 
'^ as the papers can be prepared." The impression is evi« 
dently intended to be made abroad that the American Govern* 
ment intended to conceal the facts disclosed by that publica* 
tion.^ The absurdity of this attempt is equalled only by its 
profligacy. The War Department sent the documents de- 
liberately for the information of Congress, to one of its com- 
mittees, and their publication among their proceedings was a 
matter of course. What was there to conceal ? Had not M. 
Gorostiza been told what orders would be given to General 
Gaines ) This &ute diplomatbt either mistakes or purposely 
perverts the letter of the Secretary of State, who excuses 
himself for not having sent M. Gorostiza's reply, or remarks, 
or protest, because he was not aware that the War Department 
was about sending the paper, to whk^h it referred, to Coo- 
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gmm; and that M. Gorostisa, b&mg no concern in tb*> 
mmyap er publieatiott ct timt paper, cauU notbe anwrendblar 
ftv aof misconstruction m- whidf ^o^ puUicaiioft imglit givi» 
ritfe. Anxiety W eb justice t& the' querulotis £&toy waa sfaownv 
The day aft^ his note of complaint he wa6 prompilf and' 
offcrily informed diat the whole coFtespondenee was> tlutti 
Mag prepaid t^ anawer 9 call oP tfce Houae, of cooise tv 
be immecfia^ly printed^ antf was actually commutucated^ witk 
9» aceonipanying message by the FWsident^ thiwit' day» afteiM 
wai*, *e Mth of May. (Doc. Noi 256.) 

' fey reference to the correspondence, the whole df wbScb m 
appended, it wtll be seen that the first official communicatioiui^ 
Mr GGVostiza %o the Secretary of State, was made on the 4dlt 
o# April, I83A,and the transmiesioa of his> passports OdoiteR 
20, followbg, six monthsf and a half. With tl» exception4>£ limi 
first month, of April, during that time, there was not a single 
Mexican soldier to be found between the Sabine and the Rio 
Bravo del Norte ; in other words, throughout the wide extent 
of Texas, unless in fetters. On the 7th of November, 1839, 
Texas had proclaimed her Declaration of Independence to the 
world. The question had been referred to a sangumary axbi* 
trament, and twice the invader of Texas had been driveui in 
overwhelming confiision, firom her territory. Yet we find this 
Minister writing to his Government to the fdlowing eflSict; 
'' For my own part I will never consent that General G]aiQde 
** should occupy a foot of the territory which is now Mexican, 
*^ and if this should be done before I receive instructions fixm 
^' ycii, I will make a personal protest and retire. • • • • • 

'^ I may possibly be mistaken, but it is my opinion, that if 
** we allow the American troops to enter our territory sis nea* 
** trals, we shall lose Texas sooner or later, perhaps too with*^ 
*' out preserving our honor ►*' We have seen that Mexk» k 
not in reality in possession of one foot of ground in the State 
of Texas. Then why this seeming earnestness on the part 
of M. Gorostiza to protect what he is pleased to call ^^owr 
territory ;'' a term which, when used by the President of tbe 
5 
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United States, is a term for invidious comment in the absence 
of explanations } This seeming desire to provoke a rupture 
with the United States ! The want of delicacy, to say the 
least of it, in anticipating, by an ex parte publication, the cor^ 
respondence of the American Secretary of State ! The accu- 
sations against the American Government of want of faith ! 
and, lastly, the impudent violation of diplomatic courtesy and 
propriety, not to say of common decency, manifested through- 
out the publication of M. Gcrostiza ! ' If the object of M. 
' Gorostiza was to produce an eflfect upon European cabinets, it 
can only prove a signal failure ;« — ^if to produce a rupture be- 
tween Mexico and the United States, that must necessarily 
depend upon the course of his own Government. We have 
sufficient confidence in the sanity pf that Government to be-^ 
Ikve that even there he will be disappointed^ 
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS, 
PUBLISHED BY THE AMEKICAN GOVERNMENr, 

May 14th, 1836. 

K«TE« — None of the papers marked thue * were inearUd hy Mr. ChroHUM 
in hie pamphlet, printed in Philadelphia, October t 183& 

From the Department of State4 



•1. Mr. Butler to Mr. Forsyth, 
*2. Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Butler, 
»3. Mr. Butler to Mr. Forsyth, 
*4. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Linton^ 
*5. Mr. Forc^h to Mr. Butler, 
•6. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis, 
*7. Mr. Castillo to Mr. Dickin% 
*8. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo, 
*9. Mr. Castillo to Mr. Forsyth, 
♦10. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo, 
•11. Mr. Castillo to Mr. Forsyth, , 
♦12. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo, 
•13. Same to Same, 
*14. Same to Same, 
•15. Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Fortythf 
•16. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Monasterio* 
•17. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Brown, 
•18. Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 
•19. Mr. Forsyth to Mr, Gorostisa, 
•20. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Sanders, 
•21. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Grundy, 

22. Memorandum of Cottterenc«f 

23. Mr. Gorostna to Mr. Forsjrth, 

24. Mr. ForsjTth to Mr. Gorostiza, 

25. Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Foftjrth, 

26. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza, 

27. Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 

28. Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 

29. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza, 

30. Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 

31. Mr. Forsyth to Mr. G<MrQBtiza, 



31st March, 1835. 
31st March, 1835. 

9th June, 1835. 

4th November, 1835# 

9th November, 1835< 
29th January, 1836. 
14th October, 1835. 
22d October, 1835. 
29th October, 1835. 
10th November, 1835« 
11th December, 1835* 
16th December, 1835. 
14th January, 1836. 
13th' February, 1836. 

19th November, I835ir 
29th January, 1836* 
24th February, I836r 

4th A^ril, 1836. 

9th April, 1836. 

9th April, 1836. 

9th April, 1836. 
20th April, 1836. 
23d April, 1836. 
26th April, 1836. 
28th April, 1836, 

3d May, 1836. 

4th May, 1836^ 

9th May, 1836. 
10th May, 1836^ 
10th May, 1836. 
llth May, 1836. 
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Frcm^the Department of War. 

*92. Secretary of War ta General Gainea, 93d January, I836v 

*33. Same to the District Attomeya of Louiaiana, 35th January, 1836^r 
•34. Comm*r of Indian Affairf to Gen. ClaA, S5th January, 1836. 
*35. Gen. Gainea to Secretary of War, 99th March, 1836. 

*36. Secretary of War to Gen. Gainea, 95th April, 1836. 

*37. Secretary of State to Secretaiy of War, 93d April, 1836. 
*38. Secretary of War to Governor of Louisiana, 95th April, 1836. 
«39. Gen. Gamei to Secretary of Wi^r, 8th April, 1836. 

*40. General Gaines to Governors of Louisiana, ) q.. a » m i oos 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee, \ Wth Apnl, 1836. 

*41. Secretary of War to Gen. Gaines, 4th May, 1836. 

*49, Same to Governor of Tennessee, 4th May, 1836. 

*43. Same to Governor of Alabama, 4th May, 1836. 

*44. Governor of Tennessee to Secretary of War, 98th April, 1836. 
*45. SecreUry of War to Gen. Gaules, 9th IVIay, 1836. 

*46. Secretary of War to Governor of Alabama, 9th May, 1836. 
'*47. Same to Governor of Tennessee, 9th May, 1836. 

*48. Same to Governor of Louisiana, 10th May, 1836. 

*49. Same to Governor of Mississippi, 10th May, 1836. 

*50. Same to General Games, 19th May, 1836. 

*51. Gen. Macomb to Seeretaiy of War, 9Mi A^, 1836. 

^59. Adjutant General to (Secretary of War. 14th Ifay, 1836. 
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(No. 1.) 

Mr. Butkr to Mr. Thrsjfth. Extract. 

Legation of the United States of America, 

Mexicoy March SI, 1836. 
Sib: I have great pleasure in ' being able to tell you /fee 
the infermation of the President, that the renewal of tfad 
Treaty of Limits wifl be completed within a few days, and 1 
shidl bring it with me on my return to the United States. The 
Mexican Congress is now in session, and the ratification on the ' 
part of Mexico will be obtained at once, and the treaty be de- 
livered to you in conformity with instructions sept me m Jan- 
uary, 1834. The mere renewal of the treaty is in itself a 
matter of importance to us, because I am convinced that we 
shall gain by it jurisdiction over a very vakiabk tract of 
country, now either in an unsettled state or under tne domin- 
ion of the Mexican Govaimient. 

A few weeks since there ^as no prospect of my being able 
to conclude this affair previous to my departure from Mexico, 
for reasons which were communicated to the President of the 
United States in my last private letter, and I had actually ob- 
tained my audience of leave fi'om this Government, with the 
intention of setting off for Vera Cniz this day, and to retuhi 
in the New York packet. 

The audience was a private one, there being only the Pre»* 
dent, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and myself present. At the interview I spoke to the Presi- 
dent very frankly, I may, perhaps, add, energetically, upon 
the several questions pending between the two Governments^ 
and expressed my regret at not having it in my power to bear 
a more favorable representation of the condition of af&irs wA 
Mexico, than etndor would compel me to do. I was listened 
to by all present with apparent interest, but as my course bit 
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always been frank and direct, neither my manner nor language 
would create sorprise. At the close of the intenriew the 
. acting President (General Barragan) inquired whether it would 
be convenient for me to postpone for a short time my depart- 
uia, in the event of the Government being disposed to enter- 
ttjn my proposition relative to the boundary question^ and 
was answered, that notwithstanding the delay in my departure 
would occasion some inconvenience to myself, still I would 
not hesitate to remain for a length of time sufficient for the 
accomplishment of that object, pro^dded the President gave 
me assurances that no unnecessary delay would be suffered. 
WhSn about to leave the audience chamber, the President ob- 
lerved that a communication would be made to me before my 
departure, and as early as practicable. On the 29th, a note 
fifbm the Secretary of Foreign Afiairs informed me that the 
treaty should be immediately entered upon and concluded, 
announcing himself and the Secretary of the Treasury as the 
plenipotentiaries on the part of Mexico. 

We met on the dOth instant, compared and exchanged our 
powers, and I was requested to prepare the projet. Thb 
was done on the evening of the same day, and sent to the 
plenipotentiaries, who appointed two o'clock to-day for the 
conference, and where signing and sealing would have follow- 
ed. At eteven o'clock the enclosed note was received from 
the chief clerk of the Department of Foreign Affairs, post- 
poning the meeting until to-morrow. 



(No. 2.) 
Mr. Ortiz Monasterio to Mr, Butkr, — Translation. 

Department, Mexico, March 31, 1835. 

Sir : His Excellency the Minister has charged me to in- 
fiifm you that being much occupied, he does not write to in- 
form you that in consequence of such occupation he cannot 
hold the conference appointed for this day, but that it will 
take place to-morrow between ten and half-past ten o'clock, so 
that the whole day may be employed. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to assure you of my most 
distinguished consideration. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
To Anthont Butler, &c. 



<No. 3.) 
Mr. JButler to Mr. Forsyth. 

Washington Citt, June 9, 1835« 

Sir : In pursuance of a leave of absence granted me several 
months since, by the President of the United States, I have 
the honor of reporting myself to you as" just arrived in this 
«ity. 

In the despatch by which my leave of absence was com- 
municated, I was directed, previous to my departure fixxn 
Mexico, to conclude with that Government a treaty, stipulat- 
ing the revival of the third article of a treaty previously ne- 
gotiated between the two Governments for adjusting limits and 
boundary, and which had been suffered to expire. 

My instructicHis have been complied with, the duty is per- 
formed, and I have now the honor of presenting herewith tbt 
treaty, and have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 

A. BUTLER. 
Hon. John Forstth, Secretary of &ate. 



(No. 4.) 
Department of State, 

Washington, November 4, 1835* 

Sir : It has become necessary for me to call your attention 
to the probable event of a contest between the difierent portiotis 
of the Mexican empire, in the vicinity of the United States* 
Some of our citizens may, from their connection with the set- 
tlers there, and from their enterprise and love of change, be 
induced to forget their duty to their own Government, and ks 
obligations to foreign powers ; but it is the fixed determina- 
tion of the Executive faithfully to discharge, so far as its 
power extends, all the obligations of the Government, and 
more especially that which requires that we shall abstain, under 
every temptation, from intermeddling with the domestic dis- 
putes of other nations. 

You are, therefore, earnestly enjoined, should the contest 
be^n, to be attentive to all movements of a hpstile charactor, 
which mdy be contemplated, or attempted within yotn* district, 
and to prosecute, without discrimination, all violations of those 
laws of the United States which have been enacted for the 
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purpose of preserving peace, Qod of fulfillbg the obligations 
of treaties with foreign powers. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
3enjamin F. Linton. Esq. 

United States Attorney, St. Martinsville, Louisiana, 
9vne to John Mills, District Attorney, Boston, 
« Wm. M. Price, « Neuf York. 

" Henry D. Gilpin, '* Philadelphia. 

** Nilthan'l Williams, ** Baltimore. 
" JoMN Forsyth, Jr. " Mobile. 



(No. 5.) 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Butler. Extract. 
Department or State, 

Washington, November 9, 1835. 

The President's views relative to the existing contest in 
Texas, have been imparted to Mr. Castillo, in a conference I 
have had with him at this office, and he will, no doubt, com*^ 
municate them to his Government; but that there may be no 
room for misapprehension on the subject, it is deemed best 
that the Mexican Government should also be' assured of them 
through you. 

It is the wish of the President, therefore, that as soon as 
practicable after the receipt of this despatch, you should seek 
an iQterview with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and acquaint 
bim that the President looks with regret upon the unhappy 
state of things in Texas. That as the United States are, and 
desire to remam, at peace with the United Mexican States, as 
all measures enjoined and warfanted by law have been and 
will continue to be taken to enforce respect, by citizens of the 
United States within their jurisdiction, to the neutrality of their 
Government, whose desire is to execute in entire good faith 
the Treaty of Limits, he expects nothing will be done by the 
Mexican authorities tending to frustrate that desire, or to di* 
minish the iHendly sentiments entertained for tlie Mexican 
Republic. In the probable event of a protracted war in 
Texas, neithi^ party can be permitted to encroach upon the 
tfnitQrial liflfldlU^ of tb^ United States, or make our soil a battle 
pguaad.fcr mottling their political di$8flnsioos. 

I kav!e tha honor to be, sir, your obedient sarvaot, 

JOHN FOaSYTH. 
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(No. 6.) 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis. Extract. 
' Department of State, 

Washington^ January 29, 1836. 

* * # # * * « 

You will herewith receive ray answer to a late communica- 
tion of the Aqting Minister of Foreign Afiairs of the Mexican 
Republic, complaining of the co-operation of citizens of the 
United States with the insurgents in Texas. You will deliver 
this letter to the Minister of Foreign Afi&irs, and that you may 
understand the subject to which it relates, you are herewith 
furnished with a copy of it, and of the correspondence between 
this Department and Mr. Castillo ccxiceming them. ^ 



(No. 7.) 
Mr. Castillo to Mr. DfciWns,— Translation. 

Philadelphia, October 14, 1835. 

The undersigned, Charge d' Af&ires of the United Mexican 
States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a note 
fiom Mr. Dickms, dated the 12th instant, with the copy en* 
closed, and the official letter from the Political Chief of the 
Department of Nacogdoches ; for* the transmission of whieh 
documents he expresi^s the most sincere thanks to Mr. 
Dickins. 

The said Political Chief, in his letter communicates, that 
the tribe of Creeks from Alabama, is now emigrating and es- 
tablishing itself in lands belonging to Mexico ; without any li- 
cense or authority to that effect ; he therefore requests me to 
state the fact to the Executive of the United States of Ameri*' 
oa, in order that measures may be taken to restrain that tribe 
within its proper limits. As die representation made by the 
Political Chief of the Department of Nacogdoches, is founded 
on the thirty-third article of the existing treaty of firiendship 
between the two Republics, the undersigned hopes that Mr^r 
Dickins will submit the import of this note to tlie President 
of the United States, and his Excellency will cause the re^ 
quisite executive measures to he taken, if the £ict should be 
as stated by the Political Chief> in order to repress any uacur- 
sions into tiie Meucaa territory oa the part of the Indianfrvriiia^ 
inhabit that of the UUted States. 
6 
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loe unaenignea avails nimseu ot mis opportunity , tc 
new to Mr. Dickins the assurance of his distinguished coo- 
sideration. 

J. M. DE CASTILLO Y LANZAS. 
To the Hon. Asbubt Dickins. 



(No. 8.) 
Mr, Forsyth to Mr. Casiitto. 

Department of State, 

Washington, October 29, 1835. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. 
Castillo, Charge d'Afiaires of the United Mexican States, 
dated the 14th instant, relative to alledged encroachments of 
Creek Indians from the United States, upon the Mexican ter- 
ritories. A copy of Mr. Castillo's note having been referred 
to the Secretary of War, who is charged with the superinten- 
dence pf Indian afiairs, that officer has stated that no informa- 
tion has been received by the War Department, showing that 
the Creek Indians from Alabama, are removing into the Mexi- 
can possessions ; that there has not been, during this season, 
tuay emigration of Creek Indians from Alabama, and that the 
War Department has, on all proper occasions, by direction of 
the President, discountenanced the project of those Indians for 
removing into the province of Texas. 

, From this it would appear that the Political Chief of Nacog- 
doches has been misinformed. But should it be otherwise, it 
may be doubtful whether, under the thirty-third article of the 
treaty, the intervention of the United States could be claimed 
or afforded, unless the Indians manifested some hostile intent. 
If Indians going from the United States, or elsewhere, should 
migrate to the Mexican territories with peaceable intentions, it 
will be for the Mexican Government alone to decide upon 
their admission or exclusion. 

Though the general terms used in the representation of the 
Poli^^al Chief of Nacogdoches, would justify the President in 
expecting a more explicit statement, showing at what times and 
places, and under what circumstances, the Indians are alleged 
to have entered the Mexican territories, he has preferred di- 
rectmg this tephuiation to be made, ^tbout delay^ in order 



43 

that there may be' no room for doubt as to his views on the 
subject. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to ojflfer 
Mr. Castillo renewed assurances of his distinguished conside- 
ration. JOHN FORSYTH. 
Senor Don J. M. de Castillo y Lanzas. 



(No. 9.) 

M-. Castillo to Mr. ^or^y^A.-— Translation. 

Mexican Legation, 

Philadelphia, Oc^oier 29, 1835. 

The undersigned Charge d' Affaires of the United Mexican 
States, has been informed that " at New York several ves- 
^' sels were in preparation, which were to join others at the 
^* Balize of New Orleans, not less than twelve in number, and 
** to sail together for the coast of Texas. The object of the 
** expedition," continues the notice, " is to introduce into 
*^ that colony arms and munitions of war, for the assistance of 
^^ the colonists in their insurrection (pronunciamento) against 
" the supreme Government of the Republic. Of these vessels^ 
" some, it appears, are armed for the defence of the expedi- 
** tion against the national cruizers now upon those coasts, and, 
*^ if possible, for the destruction of those druizers. I have been 
** assured," concludes the writer, " that two or three vqsseb 
*^ have lately sailed from New York with arms and ammuni- 
" tion for Texas." 

The undersigned has the honor to submit this information, 
which he has received through various channels, to the notice 
of the Secretary of State of the United States, in order that he 
may communicate it to his Excellency the President, jfrom 
whose inflexible rectitude he hopes that, for the sake of peace 
and harmony subsisting between the two nations, he will order 
such measures as the case may require for putting an end to 
these proceedings, and absolutely preventing others of the 
same class from being carried into execution, or projected. 
Such an order is most necessary in the opinion of the under- 
^gned under the present circumstances, as the contempt of 
obligations arising from the treaty of fiiendship between the 
United Mexk^an States and those of America has' reached such 
a point, that according to an official notbe, received from die 
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Mexican Consul at New Orleans, it is certain that between 
the 10th and 11th of thb month, the American armed 
schooner San Felipe^ sailed from that port for Brazoria^ tritk 
the same Captauiy N. E, Eturdy and '' having her defences 
** much strengthened, under the protection of which she goea 
*^ laden with warlike stores and ammunition," and without a 
single paper which she should carry, from the Mexican 
Consul. The undersigned sincerely believes that this conduct 
will be viewed with disapprobation by the President of the 
United States. 

The undersigned has the pleasure to renew to Mr. Forsyth, 
on this occasion, the assurance of his distinguished considenp- 
tion. 

J. M. DE CASTILLO Y LANZAS. 

Honorable John Forsi^th, &c. 



(No. 10.) 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo. 
Departkisnt of StatKi 

Washington, November 10, 1835. 

The Aindersigned Secretary of State of the United States, 
has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. 
Castillo, Charge d' Affaires of the United Mexican States, 
dated the 29th of October, and to acquaint him that, in con* 
formity with the President's views relating to the existing state 
of afiairs in Texas, which the undersigned had the honor to 
impart at large to Mr. Castillo in an interview at this office, on 
the 4th instant, the district attorney of the United States at New 
York, as weU as the district attcMmey at New Orleans^ has been 
instructed to prosecute any persons within the jurisdiction of 
his district, who have attempted or who may attempt tp com<* 
promit the neutrality of this Government, by |nx>ceedbgs in 
mdation of those laws of the United States, which have been 
ebacted for the purpose of preserving peace, and fulfilling tke 
oUigatipns ot treaties with foreign powers. 

The undersigned prays Mr. Castillo to aocept renewed «^ 
msBsaocei of bis high eonsideratioa. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
SMtor S>aBt J. Bf . in Cistsu^, kc. &c. 
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(No. 11.) 
jMr. Caitillo to Mr. Forsyth. — ^Translation. 

PHiLADELi»HiA, December 11, 1835. 

Most esteemed Sir : In the late message of the President 
of the United States, the paragraph relative to my country 
concludes thus: ^^ It has been thought necessary to apprise 
** the Government of Mexico^ that we should require the in* 
" tegrity of our territory to be scrupulously respected by both, 
*^ parties.^' Now, I recollect well what was said on this sub- 

J'ect in our conference at the beginning of the last month, and 
[ admit, that the desire of this Government is most just ; it 
eannot be other than the desure of the Mexican Government. 
The only point on which I should be happy if you would in- 
form me, .in <^der that all proceedings in this affair should be 
conducted with clearness and perfect understanding on both 
-fides, is this : In making use of the expression quoted above, 
•does the Executive of these United States perchance intend to 
eonvey die idea, that he recognises limits which are not those 
expressly determined in the second article of the treaty be- 
tween the two countri^ ? 

I think, sir, you will see, that I am induced to put this 
queedon by the interest which I take in preventing any equivo- 
cal or false interpretation which might lead to a disturbance of 
the friendly relations between the two Governments. 
I am, sir, with due respect, your most obedient servant, 

J. M. DE CASTILLO Y LANZAS. 
To Mr. John Forsyth, 

Secretary of State of the United States. 



(No. 12.) 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo. 

Depabtmi^t of State, 

Washington, December 16, 1835. 

Sir : In answer to your letter of the 1 1th instant, I have 
ibe honor to inform you, that remarks made by the President 
in a message to Congress, are not deemqd a proper subject 
tiBOQ wihieh to eiqt^ into explanation with the representative 
or a Ibreign Ctovemment. 1 take occasion to add, however^ 
tfaa^ if mitt bQ tmy matter connected with the relations be^ 
tween ^or two countries on which H may be interestiBf loyw 
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fo receive further information than that conveyed in our coo^ 
versation to which you refer, I shall be happy to affivd if 
whenever your convenience permits you to visit me at * ' 
Department. 

I have the honor to be, jsix, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Seik>r Don J. M. Castillo t Lanzas. 



(No. 13.) 
Mr, Forsyth to Mr. Castillo* 

The imdersigned, Secretary of State of the United States^ 
has the honor to inform Mr. Castillo, Cbarg6 d' Affaires of the 
Mexican Republic, in answer to his note of the 13th instant, 
that this Department will avail itself of the occasion of the 
departure of Mr* Ellis for Mexico, which will take place im- 
mediately, to answer through him the communication of the 
acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Mexican Republic^ 
dated the 19th of November last, and referred to in Mr. Cas- 
tillo's note. 

The undersigned embraces the opportunity to renew to Mr«- 
Castillo the assurances of his high consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
DcPARTMEmr OF State, , 

Washingtotif January 14, 1836^ 



(No. 14.) 

Mr. Fortyth to Mr. CastiOo. 

Department of State, 

Washington, February 13, 183ff^ 

The undersigned^ Secretary of State of the United StateSi- 
has had the honor to receive the note of Mr. J. M. de Cas-^ 
tiDo y Lanzas, Charge d'Affiiires of the Mexican Republic,- 
dated the 4th instant. The acting Minister of Foreign 
Affidrs of the Mexican Republic having, by his communica* 
tko of the 19th of November last, thought proper to address 
himself directly to the undersigned concerning die differences 
with Texas, the undersigned deems it unnecessary, at present, 
to continue a c<»respondence with Mr. Castillo on those sub- 
jects. In pursuance of the intention expressed in his note to 
Jfr. Cas^toyiof the 14tb uk., the undersigned has made Mr,^ 
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E31i8> who will soon be in Mexico, the bearer of the anst^r 
of this Department to the communication of the acting Minis- 
ter of Foreign Afiairs. Mr. Ellis has, also, been instructed 
to acquaint the Mexican Government that he is ready to pur* 
sue the further discussion of the business at the Mexican capi- 
tal, if it should be thought necessary. The undersigned will, 
however, be happy to renew the d^ussion with Mr. Castillo, 
if, in the opinion of the Mexican Government, there should be 
any sufficient reason for such a course, and if Mr. Castillo 
^liould be specially instructed to that effect. 

The undersigned renews to Mr. Castillo the assurances of 
his distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Seiior Don J« M. d£ Castillo t Lanzas, &c. &c. be. 



(No. 15.) 

Extract of a tetter from the Acting Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs of the Mexican Republic^ to the Secretary of State 
of the United iSVa^e^.— -Translation. 

Palac£ of ths National Government, Mexico, 

November 19, 1885. 

The undersigned, chief officer^ charged with the direction 
t>f the department of relations of the Mexican Republic, has 
received orders from his Excellency the President, to address 
the Government of the United States, through its Secretary of 
State, on two subjects of the utmost importance to both na- 
tions ; as, should they not be presented in a clear light, and 
treated with that good faith which characterizes the intercourse 
between those nations, the bonds of friendship and reciprocal 
ccmfidence which have hitherto united them, may, in a certain 
contingency, be considered as broken, in defiance of justice, 
reason, and mutual interests. The undersigned, while address- 
ing this communication to the Secretary of State of the Uni- 
ted States, in performance of his duty, has the satisfaction to 
fa6 able at once to state with confidence, that his Government 
conceives itself to be too well acquamted with the equitaUe 
principles which have ever directed the Cabinet of Washing- 
ton, and remembers too distinctly the proofs of affection and 
sympathy at all times displayed by that Cabinet in favor of the 
prosperity of the Mexican Republic, to have the slightest 
vmht that its complaints will be attended ta as soon as they 
ve ibund to be established cm just grounds ; and that thef 
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will be treated with the consideration shown towards those of 
the inost friendly Governments. 

The first subject to which the undersigned thinks ptouer to 
call the attention of the Secretary of State of the United 
t States, is the notorious co-operation of a great number of the 
inhabitants of Louisiana, in aiding and advancing the cause of 
the insurgent colonbts of Texas. These Mexicans, for they 
neither are, nor can be viewed otherwise than as Mexicans, 
having voluntarily ceased to be what they previously were, 
would never have ventured in so open and shameless a man- 
ner, to abandon their duty to their adoptive country, had they 
not expected to receive ready and effective support from Ame- 
rican speculators established near their frontiers, with views 
purely interested. 

Unfortunately for themselves the colonists of Texas were 
not mistaken in their calculations, and before raisbg the stand- 
ard of rebellion they had received from their friends in New- 
Orleans the combustibles required for kindling and spreading 
the conflagration ; this conflagration must certainly destroy 
their infant establishments, unless they quickly open their eyes 
to the impending danger, and ag^un submit to the authwty of the 
Government which they have outraged ; and which, although it 
neither desires nor intends to take vengeance, is nevertheless 
firmly resolved to enforce respect to itself in every part of our 
immense territory. The colonists of Texas have since ob- 
tained, and continued to obtain, daily from New-Orleans, $uC' 
cors of every kind, in provisions, arms, ammunition, money ,« 
and even in soldiers, who are openly enlisted in that city, wfo 
sail from it armed for war against a friendly nation ; and by 
their mere presence render more difficult the pacific solution 
of a question purely domestic. Societies have moreover been 
formed in New-Orleans, which publicly direct or interfere 
iR-ith affairs foreign to their country, either through the instru- 
mentality of the press, or by meetings called ostensibly for the 
determined object of rendering general throughout the Unit^ 
States the views of a few bdividuals with regard to Texaff. 
In other words, attempts are made to give a oolor of nation- 
ality to that which is a mere speculation on the part of some 
adventurers of various sorts. 

The undersigned is well aware that many of these acts 
might have been, and still may be, effected at New-Orreansj«^ 
under cover of the very liberality of the American institutions, 
and the autboritm of the Union may have been unable lefj/Sfy 
to prevent them, espechSy sudi ns itiToIve questions coit- 
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necteid with the freedom of the press, individual libeity, or the 
privileges allowed to American commerce. F6r this reason> 
the Government of the imdersigned neither should nor does 
solicit any thing in this case from the Government of the Uni*^ 
ted States, except that it should employ every measure per* 
mitted by its own laws> for preventing, as far as possible, the 
injury which a friendly nation, connected with the United 
States by bonds of every kind, may sustain from the interfe* 
rence even of private individuals in a question entirely do^ 
mestic. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 

To his Excellency the Secretary of State, 
and Foreigh Relations of the United States of America. 



(No. 16.) 

Iktract of a letter from the Hon. John Forsyth^ to his Excel» 
lency the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Mexican Republic, dated Department of State, Washing'* 
ton, 29th January, 1836. 

" The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
" has had the honor to receive the note of the 19th November, 
" 1835, addressed to him by the acting Minister of Foreign 
^^ Afrairs of the Mexican Republic, and avails himself of dbe 
" departure of Mr. Ellis, recently appointed Charge d'Afiaires 
" for Mexico, to transmit the answer to which the undersigned 
" has been directed by the President of the United States to 
" give. 

" Both the subjects of that letter had been already acted 
" upon when the note of the acting Minister of Foreign 
" Af&irs of the Mexican Republic was received, and ^e 
" President instructs the undersigned to express his convicdon 
" that the course which has been adopted, while it has been 
** dictated- by a just regard to the interests of the United 
" States, and his obligations under their laws, is entirely con- 
** sistent with that sympathy for the Mexican Republic, and 
" that anxiety for its prosperity, which the United States has 
" ever professed and felt, and by which their intercourse with 
" it has been uniformly regulated. As to the first subject rf 
" complaint, the principle^ which have governed the tjniled 
^^ States m the contest between Spain and ihe Spanish Ameii- 
*^ can States, and in the numerotiis internal contests in S^paqilii 
** America, are too well known to require explanation. 86 

7 
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soon as it was apparent that the dispute between Texas aad 
'* the dominont party in the other Mexican States would be 
* carried to extremities, and indications were observed of m 
«^ desire in some of the citizeni^ of the United States to take 
** part in the struggle, all the measures in his power wwe 
•* adopted by the President to prevent any interference that 
•* could by possibility involve the United States in the dispute^^ 
^ or give just occasion for suspicions of an unfriendly design 
*^ on the part of this Government to intermeddle in a domestic* 
" quarrel of a neighboring Stater Notice was given to the 
" Mexican Charge d'Afl&ires of the measures adopted, and 
^ the principles and course of the United States distinctly and 
" fully, and the undersigned trusts satisfactorily, explained to* 
** him. This has certainly been duly communicated to his 
" Government, and has, with equal certainty, satisfied the 
" acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Mexican Republic^ 
" that it is the determination of the Executive of the tJnited 
" States to employ every measure permitted by our own laws^ 
" for preventing, as far as possible^ the injury a friendly nation' 
** might sustain from interference in a question entirely domes- 
^ tic. For the conduct of individuals which the Government 
•* of the United States cannot control, it is not in any respect 
** responsible ; and the Mexican Government well understands 
** how far the funds, and the exertions and the combined 
" efforts of individuals may be made to contribute to the aid 
** of parties in a foreign contest^ without, in the slightest de- 
** gree, implicating the Government of this country. The 
" acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Mexican Republic 
^ must be aware that all this preceded any oflScial coromuni- 
^ cation of the character of the contest going on, or of the 
" precautions and regulations adopted by either party to it in^ 
** the assertion of their respective pretensions, and that, as 
" yet, the Unitfed States have not been distinctly informed or 
** those adopted by the Government of Mexico." 



(No. 17.) 
John Forsyth to Mr, Brown. 

DEPARTMENT OP StaTE, 

i^^ Washingtony February 24, 1836. 

i^ rSUsL : I enclose an extract of a letter addressed to the Pre- 
mimxt of the United States, and referred by him to this De- 
'|)artment, relative to the enlistment of men at Nashville* for 



61 

the Tex^s service, by a certain Major Miller. You are wi* 

Sedted to satisfy yourself by proper inquiries, cmd should yon 
d that either he, or any other person, has, in regard to tht 
transactions therem referred to, violated the laws, you ti^; 
without loss of time, institute such proceedings as may be ne- 
cessary to bring the ofiender to punishment. 

It is to be presumed, however, that you will have doM 
what your duty required, without waiting for instructions fion 
this Department. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
William T. Brown, 

U. S. AtCy Nashville ^ Tennessee. 



Extract of a letter from W. H. Hunt, dated 

Nashville, February 10, 1836^. 

" A certam Major Miller, of the Texas service, has recently 
'' been in this place obtaining recruits, and has enticed away 
** young men, even when in debt to their employers, who 
" would otherwise have complied with their engagements. 

^' In an instance of that kmd, I have applied to the United 
" States Attorney for this district, who says he has received 
'^ no instructions from you on the subject. I beg that you 
^' will immediately issue those instructions, as this course of 
'' the Texas recruiting officers is highly injurious to the dtk 
" zens of the United States." 



(No. 18.) 

Mr» Gorostiza to Mr, JFor^y^A.— -Translation. 

Washington, April 4, 1836. 

Tlie undersigned Biivoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the Mexican Republic, has read with pain in 
some of the newspapers published in Tennessee and Keo^ 
tuoky,that Felix Huston^ Esq., of Natchez, is actually engaged 
in the former of those States^ in enlisting, clothing and arming, 
at his own expense, a corps of volunteers, the number of 
which is expected to be no less than five hundred, with whom 
he proposes to march to Texas in the beginning of the ensoinff 
month of May, in order to mcrease the forces of the rebdl . 
colonists. Such at least is the deducticm to be drawn &om ft 
letter of his, publishad in several of-tke newspapersi of 
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die undersigned has the honor to send one to the boooraSfer 
John Fonjith, Secretary of State of these United States, in 
order that, having seen it, the Federal Government may take 
such measures as in its conception may appear sufficient to 
arrest the plan which Huston proposes to carry into execu* 
tion, in contempt of the laws of the country itself, as well as 
^ the most obvious and acknowledged principles of intema- 
iional law. 

The undersigned might also denounce to Mr. Forsyth^ 
other acts of the same nature^ which are now in progress in 
the 8£ud States of Tennessee and Kentucky, in consequence 
no doubt of the sort of crusade which has been preached 
there, by persons calling themselves Commissioners from 
Texas; among others the project of raising a company at 
Nashville, at the expense of the ladies of that city ; but as 
tlie undersigned has had the satisfaction of knowing that some 
of these acts have already attracted the notice of the Amen-* 
can Government, and have merited its disapprobation, he does 
not consider it necessary to spend more time at present in 
enumerating and complaining of evils which may perhaps have 
been already in a great measure remedied, thanks to the 
equity and foresight of the Department of State. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Ple^- 
mpotentiary of the Mexican Republic, avails himself of this 
opportunity to repeat to the honorable John Forsyth, Secretary 
of State of these United States, the assurances of his esteem- 
and high consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
Honorable John Forsyth, 

Secretary of State of the United States. 



.Printed enclosures in Mr, Gorostiza's note of April 4, ISSG*- 

The lyiowing is an extract of a letter from Felix Huston, 
Esq., of Natchez, who, it appears, is raising troops for the 
Texian service. Mr. Huston, who has been for some years an 
eminent and successful lawyer of Mississippi, was bom and 
educated in this State, where he was distinguished for his 
talents, his lofty sense of honor, and his bold and chitralrous 
daring. If any of our friends are desirous of going to Texas 
to aid in the struggle for independence, they cannot go under 
« braver and more accomplished leader. We particukriy in- 
Vfte the attention of emigrants to an articley under the bead 
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•of^ Texas,^^ in our paper of to-day; It comes from a sooice 
of unquestionable authenticity, and the information contained 
in it may be of service. 

Natchez, March 4, 1836. 

Dear Sir : You will be surprised, probably, to hear that I 
'am gomg to Texas, but such is the case. I contemplate 
starting aboirt the first of May, and expect to take with me 
about five hundred emigrants. I am making preparation fi^r 
arms, ammunition, unii(M:ms, &c. &c. at an expense of 40,000 
dollars, and shall have a. rendezvous, and begin to send on sup* 
plies by the first of May. 

I wish to get some men firom Kentucky. I should find no 
tlifficulty in getting as many as I want here, but there will be 
more diJBculty in rejecting those I do not want, and who wifl 
not suit me, than in obtaining offers. 

I intend to arm and uniform the men well, and provide sup- 
plies for twelve months, and I wish not to' risk my fortune, my 
life, and my honor, with men on whom I cannot rely. Sucn 
as go with me must be willing cheerfully to undergo the nard* 
ships and privations incidental to such enterprises, and preserve 
strict discipline. 

I wish to get hardy, active, and enterprising men, who have 
made up their minds and will abide by their resolution. I am 
making arrangements to obtain advantageous terms for those 
who emigrate to Texas with me, and shdl, in a lew days, have 
an agent at the convention which is now setting. 

I will communicate to the public the terms on which men 
«an join me, when my agent returns. But this much is now 
certain, they will be favorable. Those who go to Texas this 
year^ vrill readily find employment on good terms. 

Your friend, 

FELIX HUSTON. 

From the Kentucky Gazette. 

The following is an extract of a letter from Colonel Austin, 
dated Nashville, and which has been politely handed us ibr 
publication: ^' The greatest enthusiasm pervades all ranks 
" and sexes here in favor of the cause of Texas. The ladies 
^* of Nashville have offered to liimisl^ the, means of arming 
" and transporting a company of volunteers to Texas ; it is 
^' now raising and will soon be ready. This generous and. 
^^ disinterested act of patriotism is worthy of imitation, ,ai^ 
-^ will fill a bright page in the brilliant record of femi^ inti|^ 
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** oamniity and devotion to the cause of liberty, of philanthro- 
" phy, and religion. Such is the cause of Texas, We are 
" contending for the right of self-government, and of wor- 
" shipping God according to the dictates of our conscience. 
''Our object is independence. I hope that the great and 
*\ patriotic State of Kentucky, will soon join her sister Statas 
** of tlie South in aiding us ; a fine field is presented ibr the 
" enterprising. This contest once over, (and it will soon be 
" over,; and Texas will rise and prosper very rapidly." 



(No. 19.) 

Mr. Forsyth to M. Gorostizd. 

Department of State, 

Washington, April 9, 1836. 

The undersigned. Secretary of State of the United States^ 
has received the note which Mr. Gorostiza, Envoy Extraor* 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Mexican RepubUc, 
did turn the honor to address to him on the 4th instant, accom- 
panied by extracts from newspapers, showing that, in despite 
of the laws of their country, Felix Huston, Esq., of Natchez, 
contemplated raising and equipping troops, and that a company 
vras to be raised at the expense of the ladies of Nashville, to 
aid the Texians. Mr. Gorostiza also intimates that other pro- 
jects, of a like character, are on foot in Tennessee and Ken- 
lucky, and requests tliat such measures as may be necessary to 
arrest them may be taken by this Government. 

Mr. Gorostiza is aware that the attorney of the United States 
for the Eastern district of Tennessee has already been in- 
structed to prosecute any persons in his district who have 
offended, or who may oflfend, in the manner complained of. 
He will likewise be directed to do whatever may be necessary 
and proper to frustrate the schemes of Mr. Huston and the 
ladies of Nashville ; and the attorneys of the United States 
iox Mississippi and Kentucky will be enjoined to enforce the 
law against similar wrongdoers within the jurisdiction of their 
districts. 

The undersigned offers to Mr. Gorostiza renewed assurances 
of hb most distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
, His Excellency 

$e8or Don Manuel Edurado pE Goiiostiza,&c. &c. &c. 



.^'■^' 
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(No. 20.) 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Sanderu 

Departhsnt of State, 

Apnl 9, 1836, 

Sir : It appears firom an article of the Western journals, 
containing what purports to be an extract of a letter of Felix 
Huston, Esq., of Natchez, that be is in the act of raising and 
equipping a volunteer company for military service in Texas. 
You are requested to satisfy yourself by proper mquiries, 
and should you find that he, or any other person has, in re- 
gard to the transaction alluded to, violated the laws withio 
the Kentucky district, you will institute such proceedings as 
may be necessary to bring the offender to punishment* You 
will, also, see the laws enforced with respect to any other 
similar violation of the neutral relations of the United States. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
I^Ewis Sanders, Esq. 

U. S. Attorney y Frankfort, K/. 
Same to RicHAto M. Gaines, Esq. 

U. S. Attorney-, Natchez, MRsi. 



(No. 21.) 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Grundy^ 
Department of State, Aj>ril 9, 1836. 

Sir ; It has been represented to this Department that a 
volunteer company is in the act of being raised and equipped, 
at Nashville, for military service in Texas. This also ap- 
irs from an article quoted, as having been published in tno 
[entucky Gazette. , 

You are requested to satisfy yourself, by proper inquiries, 
as to the truth of this representation, and should you find that 
any persons have, in regard to the transactions alluded to, 
violated the laws, you will institute such proceedings as may 
be necessary to bring them to punishment. 

Enclosed is the copy of a letter, addressed on a simQar 
occasion to your late predecessor^ Mr. Brown. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH, 
James P. Grundy, Esq. 

X7. S. Attorney^ Nashville, Termessee. 
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(No. 28.) 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ooroitiza. 

Mtmorandumy for Mr. Oorottiza^ of what was said to him tg 
Mr. Forsyth in their conference on the 20^A April, 1886. 

Mr. Forsyth stated to Mr. Gorostiza that^ in consequ^aee 
of the contest m Texas, the movements of some chizens of 
the United States^ on the Red river, and apprehended hostik 
intentions of the Indians m Mexico against the United States^ 
and of the Indians within the United States against Mexico^ 
orders would be given to General Gaines to take such a 
position with the troops of the United States as would enaUe 
him to preserve the territory of the United States and cf 
Mexico bom Indian outrage, and the territory of the United 
States from any violation by the Mexicans, Texians, or In- 
dians, during the disturbances unfortunately existing in that 
quarter ; and that the troops of the United States would be 
ordered to protect the commissioners and surveyors of the 
two Governments whenever they should meet to execute the 
instructions to be prepared under the Treaty of Limits between 
the United States and the United Mexican States. Should 
the troops, in the performance of their duty, be advanced 
beyond the point Mexico might suppose was within the terti- 
tory of the United States, the occupation of the position was 
not to be taken as an indication of any hostile feeling, or of 
a desire to establbh a possession or claim not justified by the 
Treaty of Limits. The occupation would be precautionary 
and provbional, and would be abandoned whenever (the line 
being run and the true limits marked) the disturbances in 
that region should cease, they being the only motive for it. 

April 21, 1836. 

(No. 23.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. — ^Translation. 

Reply of the undersigned, Mantiel Eduardo de Gorostiza^ 
to the communication made to him, verbally, by Mr. For* 
syth, in the conference between them held on the 20M of 
April, 1836, at the Department of State: of whick 
conference he received a memorandum from the said De- 
partment on the Zlst of the same month. 

In the conference of the 20th of April, Mr. Forsyth 
thought proper to communicate to the undersigned, a certain 
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nensure which the Americui Government proposed to take 
icspepting the affairs of Texas ; and the undersigned, imme- 
cBately considering that ccHnmunication of great importance, 
Jfiaihldy acknowledged his imperfect acquaintance with the 
English language, and requested Mr. Forsyth, with a view to 
prevent any misunderstanding on the part of the undersigned, 
to do him the honour to repeat to him in writing, and in form 
of a simple memorandum, what he had just communicated. 
Mr. Forsyth acceded to this request, with his accustomed 
politeness, and on the ensuing day sent to the undersigned the 
memorandum requested. 

From this memorandum, it appears, that Mr. Forsyth 
i^ated to the undersigned at the said conference — 

That, in consequence of the contest in Texas, the move- 
ments of some citizens of the United States on the Red river, 
and apprehended hostile intentions of the Indians in Mexico 
against the United States, and of the Indians within the 
united States against Mexico, orders would be given to Gen- 
eral Gaines to take such a position with the troops of the 
United States, as would enable him to preserve the territory 
of die United States and of Mexico from Indian outrage, and 
the territory of the- United States from any violation by the 
Mexicans, Texians, or Indians, during the disturbances unfor- 
tunately existing in that quarter. 

That the troops of the United States would be ordered to 
protect the commissioners and surveyors of the two Govern- 
ments whenever they should meet to execute the instructions 
to be prepared under the Treaty of Limits between the United 
States and the United Mexican States. 

That, should the troops, in the performance of their duty, 
be advanced beyond the point Mexico might suppose was 
within the territory of the United States, the occupation ol 
the position was not to be taken as an indication of any hostile 
feelmg, or of a desire to establish a possession or claim not 
justified by the Treaty of Limits ; the occupation would be 
precautionary and provisional ; and that the position would be 
abandoned whenever (the line being run, and the true limits 
marked,) the disturbances in that region should cease — ^they 
being the cmly motive for it. 

. With regard to the first point, the undersigned ackowledges 
the justice of the views of the Government of the United 
S^es in desiring to preserve its territory fixjm any species 
ctf violatbn, and no . observation can be made on the sub- 
ject, as long as General Gaines remajns within the konwn 

8 
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limits of the United States. He however thinkg it his da^ 
to observe to Mr. Forsyth, availing himself with pleasure of 
this opportunity, that the Mexican, Govenunent recognises 
the sacredness of the territory of every neighbouring natioii 
too much, not to- have given the mostjmsuticuiar orders to the 
commanders of the national troops in Texas, to respect and 
cause to be respected the frontiers of the territory oi the 
United States. He also avails himself of this opportunity to 
express thanks in the name of his Government, for the in* 
struction given to General Gaines to preserve the MexicaB 
territory from the outrages of the Indians of the United 
States ; and he flatters himself, that in like manner, and in 
accordance with this principle of equity and good feeling 
towards Mexico, orders will be given at the same time to that 
General, to oppose the entrance into Texas of any American 
citizen, who may attempt to pass the frontiers armed, or as a 
oobnist, for the purpose of joining the ranks of the rebels. 
^ The undersigned considers it also very proper, {conoenienieS 
that General Gaines^ troops should protect, in case of neeo^ 
the operations of the commissioners and surveyors, who are 
to settle and mark the dividing line between the two coun* 
tries, and to meet for that purpose at Natchitoches within one 
jear from the 20th of Apnl, 1836, the date of the signature 
of the convention imposing the obligation ; and the under- 
signed can moreover immediately give assurance, that the 
Mexican troops will also contribute to the same object when- 
vex it may be deemed necessary, as the interest of the two 
Governments is the same, and as they 9xe consequently 
equally called on to do whatever may be requisite for carry* 
ing it into effect well and speedily. 

But with regard to the supposition contained in the third 
point of the communication, the undersigned cannot t^onceive 
that it could be realized, bemg, as he b, pursuaded tlnct the 
Crovemment of the United States cannot desire to insist upon 
an act, which if done, would be clearly injurious to the rights 
4Uld interests of an independent and friendly nation. The 
undersigned conceives that any position which General Gaines 
may ts^e beyond the known limits of the United States, 
cannot be upon gi*ound other than that belonging to the Mex* 
iofl^ territory, and which should belong to it, until the commis- 
fiQOers and surveyors (the sole judges , in the afiair by the 
tnmly of 1:828,) should decide against Mexico, and adjudge 
apportion of that territory to the United States, oa the giounds 
ttMH ifoooaprehended within the line agreed upon. In tfa^ 
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mean time, Mexico has in its favor the right of a constant 
possesion, during which it has exercised there all the acts ci 
sovereignty, has legislated, has appointed the authorities, has 
kept garrisons, has disposed of lands, &c. 
, And if it be said that tlie United States have, at periods 
since the cession of Louisiana, claimed such or such parts of 
Texas, or that there are still doubts as to the nature or deno- 
mination of such or such locality, the third article of the 
treaty of 1828 puts an end to all pretensions of the Contrac- 
ting parties, by fixing a dividing line, and confiding to arbiters, 
by giving them the power to lay down that line, the faculty 
of resolving all doubts, and removing all difficulties. With 
them, therefore, rests the decision; and it is only after such 
decision, that the present in statu guo can justly terminate; 
This was doubtless the understanding of Mr. Butler^ the 
Charg6 d'Afiaires of the United States, when urging the Min- 
ister of Relations of Mexico, on the 21st of December, 1834, 
respecting the necessity of speedily carrrying in effect the said 
third article of the Treaty of Limits, he added, " he would 
*^ only observe that Mexico was actually occupying a large 
** territory which the Government of the undersigned consi* 
*^ dered as justly belonging to the citizens of the United States, 
" according to the rational construction of all the trealks 
** concluded on the subject ; and as it was well known, that 
not only the Government of Mexico, but that of the Uni- 
ted States, had already gi*anted a large part of this territory 
" to various natives and foreigners, the prompt conclusion of 
" diis afiair became every day more urgent." 

. Can there be a more explicit confession than this of Mr. 
Butler's, respecting the possession by Mexico of the pan 
which he considered to belong to the citizens of the United 
\ States, and of his conviction that the only means of legally 
terminating the state of things of which he complained, was 
by carrying the treaty in full effect? 

That the measure in question would not only affect th» 
rights of Mexico as an independent nation, but also injure its 
interests, it is most easy to prove. The presence of a body 
of neutral troops in the very theatre of the war, cannot fail to 
embarrass the operations of the Mexican army, to favor the 
Texians indirectly, and create a constant risk of collision, 
The flirther General Gaines advances, the more restricted 
w91 be the circle withm which the belligerants can move, and 
the greater will be the necessity for approaching the cordon 
temtd I7 th# tfOofMitrf' the Untied Stat^. j^ in a coun- 
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tiy so vast and unpeopled as Texas, how irapossiUe w31 il 
be to determme well the line of such a cordon by a chain of 
militarj posts Ibked together. Who can then prevent A^ ' 
Texians, if they find themselves pursued at any time by 
Mexican detachments, from taking refuge behind the troops 
of the United States, by passing a line which is unguarded ? 
How can the Mexicans know where they are to stop, so as 
not to violate the said line? And what will the troops of the 
United States do with the Texians who thus, in a manner, 
place themselves under their protection, or with the Mexicans, 
who, impelled by the ardor of the fight, should pursue in 
order to take them ? The undersigned shudders at the idea 
of the evils which the slightest incident may occasion: in 
either of these cases to two countries which have so many 
motives for esteeming each other, and whose relations are now 
so frank and so amicable! 

If the undersigned cannot now admit (as he has shown, 
and for reasons which he has given,) the supposition, that 
General Gaines may take a position on a territory possessed 
by Mexico, until the dividing line between the two countries 
be marked out according ta the terms of the third article of 
the Treaty of Limits, how can he admit the supposition with 
which Mr. Forsyth's communication ends ? 

That General Gaines should not abandon ' the position 
taken, even though it be included within the assigned limits 
of Mexico, until the disturbances of Texas should cease, 
would be equal to a real military occupation of a part of the 
territory of Mexico, and to an indkect intervention in its do* 
mestic affiurs ; and the United States can by no means desire 
this, nor \dew it with satisfaction, considering the state of 
their existmg relations with Mexico. 

The undersigned concludes by hoping that the American / 
Grovemment will take these remarks into consideration, and 
that no case will occur which might authorise General Gaines 
to assume the advanced position to which this reply alludes. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 



(No. 24.) . 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 

Mr. Forsytes informal reply to Mr. Gorostiza^s answer <• 
the memorandum of the conference between them on ih^ 
20/A instant. 

Mr. Gorostiza has obviously not comprehended dearly tbo 
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observations made to him by Mr. Forsyth cm the 20th instanC, 
or he would not have thought it necessary to make the exten- 
^i^fed reply which has been informally submitted. Mr. Go« 
lostiza seems to take it for granted that General Craines will 
be ordered to take a position in Texas on territory known to 
be beyond the limits of the United States. By referi-ing to 
the paper given to him at his request, Mr. Crorostiza will see 
that the expression is, '' Should the troops of the United 
** States, in the performance of this duty, be advanced beyond 
** the point Mexico might suppose was within the territory of 
** the United States, the occupation of the position," fac. &c. 

This notice to Mr. Gorostiza was not intended to express 
the intention to occupy a post within the acknowledged known 
limits of Mexico, but to apprize Mexico that, if General 
Gaines should occupy a position supposed by each Govern- 
ment to be within its limits, that occupation would not be 
used either as the foundation of a clafm or to strengthen a 
daim — ^the sole purpose being to enable this (xovemment to 
do its duty to itself and to Mexico; and the concluding para- 
graph, with respect to the abandonment of any post thus 
oecupied which might be found within the territory of Mex- 
ko, was intended to convey the information that that aban- 
donment would take place as soon as that fact was ascertained, 
ittiless the disturbed condition of the country at that time 
riiould render its continued possession indispensable to the 
Mifety of the United States, and under circumstances which 
would justify the occupation, if not in the judgment of the 
Me^an Government itself, at least in that of every impar- 
tial power. Mr. Gorostiza must not understand that the 
Government of the United States intends to interfere in any 
manner in the disturbances of its neighbors. The troops of 
Ooaeral (Jaines will be employed only in protecting the in- 
terests of the United States and those of the Mexican terri- 
tory according to the obligations of the treaty between the 
two powers. Whether the territory beyond the United States 
bekmgs to the Mexican Government, or the newly declared 
Texian State, is a question into which the United States does 
not propose to enter. It is a territory protected by the treaty 
of Imiits between Spain and the United States, subsequmt^ 
recognised by the treaty between Mexico and the United 
States. In this view it will be considered ; and while this 
Government sees with great regret the sanguinary straggle 

" ' is carried on there, it does not permit itself to look to 
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the result, being prepared, whatever that may be, rigidly tO 
perform its own engagements. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Washington, April 26, 1836. 



(No. 25.) 
Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. — ^Translation. 

Washington, April 28, 1836. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Ik(inbter PleD" 
ipotentiary of the Mexican Republic, having received the 
reply addressed to him informally on the 26th instant, by the 
honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of State of the Uniled 
States, to his answer to the memorandum of the conference 
held on the 20th instant, has the honor now to assure the 
Secretary of State, with the utmost sincerity, that ^ he has 
never for a moment entertained the idea, that the United 
States could seek to interfere in any way in the disturbances 
of their neighbours ; and that on the contrary, he had been 
induced, by his conviction of the rectitude of the principles 
which have at all times guided the policy of this Government^ 
to extend his reply somewhat beyond the bounds assigned by 
custom to that class of documents ; being assured that all 
other considerations would be unnecessary, as socm as the 
undersigned should succeed in demonstrating to Mr. Forsyth, 
how just it was to Mexico, and how mutually convenient for 
both countries, that in the present state, of things in Texas, 
jbrmer possession should be the only rule for the mutual 
determmation of the respective limits, until the commissiooeis 
and surveyors shall have marked out the true dividing lme<i 

Fortunately, if the undersigned has rightly comprehended 
Mr. Forsyth's reply, the opinion of the Secretary of State 
cobcides essentisdly on this capital point, with that of the 
4indersigned, so far as regards the assurance that General 
Gaines' troops vidll not take a position on any ground known 
tp be beyond the limits of the United States ; and as a natural 
consequence firom this prindple, that such position can in no 
case be on ground previously possessed by Mexico, and of 
course, within its known limits. The undersigned would 
thank Mr. Forsyth to have the kindness to let him know 
whether he has been mistaken on this pomt, in order that^ if 
fioti he may immediately inform his Government accordiagiy. 
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ttid communicate to it this new proof of the justice ^nd goo^ 
£uth which characterize the American Government in all its 
lelations with Mexico. 

The undersigned, as little as Mr. Forsyth, desires to enter 
into the question, apparently so obvious, whether the Terri- 
lory of Texas, which lies adjacent to the United States, 
belongs to Mexico, and to the Mexicans bom in Texas,,or to 
the foreigners who have risen in insurrection there. Nor 
does he consider it proper at present, to insist upon discussing 
hypothetically, what might be suitable for both countries, 
after the line shall have been marked, with respect to the 
position which ihe troops of the United States may then oc- 
cupy ; as the undersigned has some reason to hope, that the 
necessity for the said occupation will ere that time have dis- 
appeared, and as even though ^his should unfortunately not 
be the case, it is by no means probable, that the Mexican 
Government will consider the question, then occurring, in a 
light different from that in which it would be viewed by any 
impartial power. 

The undersigned. Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen^ 
ipotentiary of the Mexican Republic, avails himself tji this 
•Importunity to venew to the honorable Mr. Forsyth, Secretary 
<A State of the United States, the assurances of his distin-^ 
Kuished consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To jthe Hon. Jo«n Foksyth, Secretary of State. 



(No. 26.) 

M-r Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 

Department of State, 

Washingtotif May 3, 1836v 

In reply to Mr. Gorostiza'^s informal note of the 28th ultimCr 
Mr. Forsyth has the honor to state thai, except in case of ne^ 
cessity, General Gaines will not occupy ground not indisputaa-^ 
1>ly within the limits of the United States. In case of neces- 
sity, whether the possession of Ae ground he may occupy is 
now or has heretofore been claimed by Mexico, cannot be 
made a question by that officer ; lie will take it to perform his 
duties to the United States, and to fulfil the obligations of the 
United States to Mexico. The just and friendly purpose for 
which he does occupy it, (if he should do so,) being b0fi>r!f* 
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hand explained to Mexico, it U expected will prevent either 
belief or suspicion of any hostile or equivocal de»gn on his 
part. It is not intended to be the assertion of /a right of pn>- 
perty or possession. Whether the post occupied shall prove 
to be in Mexico or the United States, it will be abandoned 
whenever the necessity ceases by the restoration of tranquillit jr 
to that distracted neighborhood. 

Mr. Forsyth avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr« 
Gorostiza the assurances of his most distmguished considera<» 

^"' JOHN FORSYTH. 

His Excellency, 

Senor Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, &c. 



(No. 27.) 
Mr. Gorostizd to Mr. Forsyth, — ^Translation* 

Washington, May 4, 1836. 

The undersigned. Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the Mexican Republic, has learned with 
sincere regret, from the mforraal note which the honorable 
John Forsyth, Secretary of State of these United States, did 
him the honor to address to him on the 3d instant, that the 
American Government has not thought proper to take inta 
consideration the observations which the undersigned believed 
it his duty to direct to the Department of State on the 23d and 
28th of April last, respecting the position which the troops of 
General Gaines might assume in a certain case therein stated j 
and that, consequently, the question, as regards the United 
States, still remains the same as Mr. Forsyth considered it ta 
be, in the conference of the 20th of April. The undersigned,- 
therefore, conceives that nothing is left for him to do, except 
to inform his Government of the determination of the Ameri- 
can Government, and to await its orders. This he will do by 
the first opportunity, transmitting to the Minister of Relations 
of the Republic at Mexico, literal copies of the correspondence 
which has passed on the subject, between the Department of 
State, and this Legation Extraordinary. 

The undersigned wOl only add, that it would be very de- 
nrable in any event, that the general-m-chief of the national 
army in Texas, might receive in proper time from his Govern- 
iiient> the necessary instructions with regard to the possible 



B6 

.ftdvance of General Gaines beyond the known limits of these 
United States, as the former would thus know the real object 
of such an advance, in case it did take place, and would then 
adopt, without doubt, such measures as might be within hb 
attnbutes and faculties for avoiding, on his part, any cause of 
discontent or quarrel (compromiso) between two nations so in- 
timately friendly as the two Republics. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minbter Pleni* 
potentiary of the Mexican Republic, has the honor to repoifl 
to the honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of Stirte of tneti 
United States, the assurances of hb most distingubhed con- 
^deration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Honorable John Forsyth, &c. 



(No. 28.) 
Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. i^or^y^A.—- Translation. 

Washington, May 9, 1886. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the Mexican Republic, has seen in the Globe of 
ttoterday, with a degree of tegret, equal to his surprise, that 
ift the instructions addressed by the Secretary of War to Gene- 
ral Gaines, on the 25th of April last, that General has been 
tothorized, in case of necessity, to advance with hb troopato 
Nacogdoches, " which old fort," says the Secretary of War, 
** b within the limits of the United States as claimed by thb 
" Crovemment." 

The undersigned cannot form any conjecture with certainty 
as to the grounds on which the American Government believes 
that Nacogdoches would be within the limits of the United 
States, when the dividing line between the two countries, de- 
termined by the third article of the existing treaty, shall have 
been run and marked down, because, although the undersigned 
has consulted Mellish's map, publbhed in Philadelphb, and 
improved in 1818, the only authority on the matter which the 
Mexican Government will recognbe, agreeable to the treaty, 
he has not been able to find any other thing, than that Na- 
cogdoches is situated several miles beyond the Sabine river, 
aid consequently far within die indisputable territory of 
Mexico. 

The undersigned b, moreover, not aware that any claim of 
9 
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this nature has ever been advanced on the part of the Ameri'^ 
can Government ; and this appears so much the more strange 
to him, as the undersigned, before leaving Mexico, was enabled 
to examine all the correspondence which had for many yean^ 
been carried on between the two Governments, on the subject 
of limits, and does not recollect to have found' any thing there 
contradicting his assertion, unless it be the solitary and vague 
lAcation contained in Mr. Butler's note of the Slst Decem- 
ber, 1834, already mentioned by the undersigned in one of his 
late commdhications. The yndersigned^in consequence, finds 
himself now under the sad necessity of addressing the honorar 
ble John Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States, for 
the purpose of protesting against the authorization given to 
General Gaines, to go with his troops to Nacogdoches, her 
cause he considers it essentially, and with regard to its possi-" 
ble effects, as a positive violation of the territory •which is 
known to be Mexican. 

The undersigned had the honor already, on the 23d ancf 
28th of April last, to inform Mr. Forsyth, under what point 
of view he considered the communicaticm made to him by the 
Secretary of State, in the conference held on the 20th of that 
month, and if he, in a manner, engaged to await the orders ot 
his Government on the subject, it was assuredly not because 
he yielded his right, but because neither from the memoran-' 
dum of the conference, nor from the written communications 
of Mr. Forsyth,, could the undersigned have gathered that 
General Gaines had already been instru(5ted as to the ground- 
which he might overrun with his troops, and the point where 
he was to stop. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew 
to the honorable John Forsyth the assurances of his distin-* 
guished consideration. * M. E. DE GOROSTIZA.- 

Honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of State,- 



(No. 29.) 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Oorostiza. 

Department of State, 

Washingtofiy May 10^ 1836* • 
The unders^ed, Secretary of State of the United States,* 
having submitted the note of Mr. Gorostiza, Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Mexican Republie, 



*--^^'- 



67 

ikftfae 9th instant, to the President, has now the honor by faii 
kiitructions, to reply. 

The President did not expect that any orders given by his 
tuthoriur would have produced either surprise or regret in the 
mind of a representative of a fiiendly power. He observesi 
however^ that Mr. Gorostiza has not perceived the peculiar 
totce of the terms used by the authority of the Executly * 
General Graines is not authorized to advance to Nacogdoch^i 
but he is ordered not to go beyond that point. To Mr. Go-* 
rostiza the, distinction may not seem to be so, but in the view 
c^ the President it is important ; the terms used limit the aur« 
tbority given, and were chosen with the express intention to 
avoid misconstruction of the motive of the advance. To efiect 
one of the great objects for which General Gaines is sent to 
the frontier, i. e. to fulfil our treaty with Mexico by protect- 
ing its temtory against the Indians within the United States^ 
the troops of the United States might justly be sent into the 
heart of Mexico, and their presence, instead of being com« 
fitted of, would be the strongest evidence of fidelity to en^ 
^ements and friendship to Mexico. Nor could the good 
litfa and friendship of the act be doubted if troops of the 
United States were sent into the Mexican territory to prevent 
embodied Mexican Indians, justly suspected of such design^ 
fipom assailing the frontier settlements of the United States* 
With the full explanation of the design of the movement as far 
as Nacogdoches, if it should be made^ which it is hoped will 
not be necessary, the President did not apprehend that any 
nxftn was left for dissatisfaction or complaint ; and he thinks 
that the course Mr. Gorostiza has thought it his duty to 
pursue is the result of an apprehension of consequences that 
cannot ensue^ if all the parties are just to the designs and pre- 
tensions of each other. Mr^. Gorostiza's protest obviously 
springs from the idea that the advance of General Gaines is to 
be founded on a claim of territory by the United States, and 
hence his anxiety to argue the question of right to the posses- 
sion of Nacogdoches and the territory in its vicinage. Con- 
trary to his wish, the President finds himself compelled to re- 
quire the undersigned to remind Mr. Gorostiza that Mexico is 
not in possession of the territory bordering on the United 
States, wherever the true line may be. Whether the Govern- 
ment of Mexico will obtain and can maintain 'possession of it, 
ire questions now at issue by the most sanguinary arbitra- 
ment ; until they are decided, the undersigned understands .j 
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Mr. Gorostiza to niaiiitaiii that the possession of Texas is tlhr 
possession of Mexico, and that any advance upon the territoiy 
tlaimed as part of Texas by its self-constituted authcurtties/ » 
considered essentially, and in its effects, a positive violation of 
the known territory of Mexico. The Mexican Govemmttif 
must be aware, that portions of tfie territory ever admitted tb 
belong, as well as that claimed to belong, to the United Statei,. 
is represented in the Texian Government. The known tei* 
ritory of the United States is then now violated by Mexiodi 
smce the Government of Mexico is, upon the principle itt* 
volved, responsible for this usurpation of a right over the jurkK 
diction of the United States, and this attempt to limit the ex- 
tent of their territorial possession. This fact of itself would 
justify an advance of General Gaines to any point necessary 
to the vindication of the rights of the United States, or to re-^ 
tort an injury upon Mexico (or Texas, whichever is responsi- 
ble) for the original wrong. But the President has not 
designed to vindicate a right or retort a wrong in the orders 
that have been given. He looks forward patiently to the pe-- 
nod, which cannot be far distant, when tne territorial rights 
tof the United States will, according to long existing stipula- 
tions,^ be authoritatively designated and marked by competent 
and trustworthy agents, so as to leave no room for further 
cavil and dispute ; and in the meanwhile he desires to occupy 
no position by military force which the circumstances by whfen 
the General commanding the troops of the United States is 
surrounded, do not justify. 

The undersigned is instructed further to reply to Mr. (5o- 
rostiza, that the claims of the United States are founded upon 
tfie treaty of limits, and are to be maintained by the treaty of 
limits. If the true demarcation according to that treaty has 
not been fully made known to Mexico, it is because there has^ 
been on the part of that Government a delay to proceed to the- 
OT:ecution of that instrument. Questions belonging to the 
duties of the commissioners and surveyors, could not be pio- 
perly presented or considered until they met to enter upon 
those duties. A correspondence between the United States 
and Mexico, for the adoption of the treaty of limits made be- 
tween S^ain and the United States, was no place to look lor 
traces of the pretensions of the two Governments, founded oir 
a construction of that instrument ; nor were they likely to be* 
found in the correspondence for the additional article to pro- 
vide for carrying that treaty into effect. It could only be 
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^lien in the course of executigd that the rival pretensions of 
die parties and the conflicting constructions could arise. To 
•discuss them in advance, would have been useless, if not sus* 
{Mcious. It is not therefore surprising that Mr. Gorostiza 
should have risen from the perusal of the correspondence to 
which he refers, without accurate knowledge of the claims of 
the United States. The undersigned is constrained however, 
to express bis surprise at the apparent want of information on 
this subject, derivable from other sources, in the Mexican En- 
voy £:;^traordinary and Mmister Plenipotentiary. The indi- 
cation m Mr. Butler's note of the 21st December, 1834, was 
<rf, itself sufficiently distinct to have elicited inquiry. If not 
coade, it is presumed it was because the allusion was under- 
4BitQod. Whatever njay have been done or omitted prior to 
tthat time, it is certain that want of information on this point 
since November last, cannot be complained of by the Mexican 
Government. The undersigned had the hcmor to give to the 
Mexican Charge d'AflFaires, Mr. Castillo, in a conference in 
that month, the most distinct intimation of the claims and ex- 
pectations of the Government of the United States under the 
tueaty of limits and the additional article, a conference which 
fbe undersigned has supposed was the chief cause of the sub- 
jequent extraordinary mission of Mr. Gorostiza to the United 
j^tes. 

j,.. The undersigned is instructed by the President to decline 
imy discussion at present, of the claims or pretensions of the 
Uiiited States to the territory in question. The appropriate 
lOppasion for advancing them is approaching. The United 
States are preparing and jsvill hasten to be ready to execute in 
perfect good faith the treaty according to the second additional 
.ajrticle lately agreed upon, and they expect that Mexico will 
"be equally prompt. Whatever the United States cannot 
jaaaintain by reason and facts, according to a just construction 
,af the treaty of limits, will not be insisted upon. In the mean- 
time the undersigned is instructed to repeat in the most ex- 
plicit terms, for the satisfaction of the Mexican Government, 
jtliat the orders given to General Gaines, were not given be- 
cause the United States believed they had claims to the terri- 
tpry beyond Nacogdoches, nor with a view to assert, strengthen 
or* maintain those claims, but simply and exclusively to pre- 
veat consequences likely to grow out of the bloody contest 
liegun in that quarter, the end of which it is difficult to 
foresee. 
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The undersigned avails himself of thb occasion to reiteimte 
to Mr. Gorosliza the assurances of his most dbtinguished con- 
sideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

His Ex. Sefi. Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, he* 



(No. 30.) 
Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. — Translation. 
Mexican Legation Extraordinary,. U. S. A. 

Washington, May 10, 1836. 

Sir: If the publication by itself (aislada) of the memo* 
randum contaming the communication made to me by you in 
the conference of April 20th, could have no other bad efiect 
than to place me, &s it has placed me, in a very disagreeable 
position with regard to the American public, I might perhaps 
willingly sacrifice my own self love, and pass by (desenten- 
derme de). this circumstance, in order not thereby to involve 
farther an affair which is unfortunately becoming too compli- 
cated already. But you, Mr. Secretary of State, must know 
that the eflFects of this publication will not end there ; and that 
from my apparent silence, it has been inferred even in Con- 
gress, that I have assented to the measure adopted by the 
ITnited States, or at least, that I have niade no observations in 
opposition to it. This, you, sir, know is not the case. You 
must also be aware that if the newspapers which have entered 
upon this subject, should by chance arrive in my country 
before my communications reach it, I might appear in the 
eyes of my fellow citizens, although but for a moment, under 
a light by no means favorable. 

For these reasons, and having good grounds for confiding in 
the equity of this Government, I am under the necessity of 
requesting you, sir, to adopt such means as you may consider 
most proper, to rectify an error, which may do me so much 
injury as the representative of the Mexican Republic in these 
I^ited States. 

I avwl myself of this opportunity, Mr. Secretary of State, 
to repeat to you the assurances of my high consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 

To the Hon. John Forsyth, &o. he. 
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(No. 31.) 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr, Gorottixcu 

Depabtment op State, 

Washington^ May 11, 1836. 

The Secretary of State, in reply to Mr. Gorostiza's note of 
the 10th instant, on the subject of the publication of the 
memorandum of the. conference of the 20th of April, has the 
honor to inform him that the communication of the memoran- 
dum to a committee of Congress by the Department of War, 
was made without the knowledge of the Department of State. 
That the memorandum has not been published by any branch 
of this Government, but has been made known incidentally 
through the public journals as a part of the proceedings of 
Congress. How far,^ under these circumstanoes, a compliance 
with Mr. Gorostiza's request to have the correspondence 
which grew out of the memorandum of the 20th April, made 
known, is required by justice to Mexico, or hier representative, 
18 rendered unnecessary by the call which has just been made 
%y the House of Representatives, including that correspon- 
dmice, which call will be answered as soon as the papers can 
be prepared. The Secretary of State hopes that in the mean- 
tinie the well understood devotion of Mr. Gorostiza to his 
<xmntry will shield him from the eflFects of any injurious mis- 
ocmceptlon. 

The Secretary of State embraces this opportunity to offer 
Mr. Gprostiza renewed assurances of his west distingubhed 
consideration. JOHN FORSYTH, 

Hb Ex. Senor Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, &(c. 



FROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT, 



(No. 32.) 

War Department, January 23, 1836. 

Sir : I am instructed, by the President, to request that you 
would repair to some proper position near the western frontier 
of the State of Louisiana, and there assume the personal com* 
mand of all the troops of the United States who are or may 
be employed m any part of the region adjoining the Mexican 
^boundary. It is not the object of this order to change at all 
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the relations between yourself and the military departments 
under your command, but to require your personal presence 
at a pomt where public considerations demand the exercise of 
great discretion and experience. An order will be issued, 
inthout delay, to the sixth regiment to proceed to Fort Jesup, 
and thb force, togetiier with all the troops in the western part 
of Louisiana, and m the country west of the Mississippi,- and 
south of the Missouri "rivers, will be employed, as occasion 
may require, in carrying into effect the instructions herein 
oommumcated to you. 

The state of affiiirs in Texas calls for immediate measures 
on the part of the Government. It is the duty of the United 
States to remain entirely neutral, and to cause their neutrality 
to be respected. It is possible that the course of operations 
may induce one or other of the contending parties to approach 
the boundary line, with a view to cross it in arms. Should 
you find that the case, you will g^ve notice to the persons 
havmff the direction, that they will not be permitted to cross 
into the territory of the United States : and if they attempt 
to do so by force, you will resist them with the means at your 
disposal. 

The thirty-third article of the treaty with Mexico requires both 
the contracting parties to prevent " by force, all hostilities and 
" incursions on the part of the Indian nations living within 
" their respective boundaries, so that the United States of 
** America will not suffer their Indians to attack the citizens 
"of the Mexican States," &c. 

The provisions of this article you will cause to be faithfully 
enforced, and the various Indian agents, and officers of the 
Indian department in that region, will be required to fumbh 
you any information in their power in relation to this matter, 
and to carry into effect any instructions you may give. You 
will make known to the various Indian tribes inhabiting that 
part of the United States, the determination of the Goverti- 
roent to prevent any hostile incursions into Texas, and you 
*iwll call upon the chiefs to inculcate upon all their people the 
neoesaty of carefully abstaining ^ from any violation of the 
above mentioned engagement, and you will not hesitate to use 
the force at your disposal for the purpose of preventing any 
such designs. 

Should you be called upon by the civil authority for any 
«d towards enforcing the laws having relation to the neutral 
duties of the United States, you will render such assistance 
^ the la^vs prescribe. 
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Toa-are requested to communicate freely with the distncC 
attorneys of both the districts of Louisiana on ail pomts of law 
connected with the execution of the instructions, and those 
officers will be desired to give you their opinion. 

I will thank you to keep me advised of any occurrences in 
that quarter, which it may be important for the Govemmejit 
to know. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS. 
Maj. Gen. E. P. Gaines, 

Memphisy Tennessee. 



(No. 33.) 

Wak Department, January 25, 1836. 

Sir : I am instructed, by the President, to inform you that 
General Gaines has been ordered to the western frontier of 
Louisiana, to take the personal direction of the troops in that 
quarter. Should General Gaines desire your opinion in any 
point of law, connected with the execution of the duties he 
may be required to perform, under any act of Congress having 
relation to the neutral duties of the United States, the Presi- 
dent desires me to request that you would famish Geneid 
Gaines with your opmion accordingly. A copy of the in- 
structions to (Seneral Gaines is herewith enclosed. 
Very respectfally, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS. 
H. Carlton, Esq. District Attorney 

for the Eastern district of Louisiana, N. Orleans. 
Same to 
B. F. Linton, Esq. District Attorney 

for the Western district oj La. St. Martinsvitte, La. 



(No. 34.) 

War Department, Ofeice Indian Affairs, 

January 25, 1836. 

Sir : I am instructed to mform you that General Gaum 
has been directed to proceed to some proper position near the 
Mexican boundary, and to ts&e command of the troops ii 
Louisiana, west of the Mississippi, and south of the Missouri 
rivers. One object of this movement is to ^nre vent the infrac* 
10 
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ikn of the tfettjr with Mexico, by the IiKfiao tribes. He has 
been authorized to call upon the superintendents and agents 
•of the Indian Departnuent for iBformation and aid. You are 
requested to give him immediate notice if you percei?e anjr 
design on the part of the Indians to make incursioas bto, and 
to attack the citizens of, the Mexican States. And you irill 
please give similar instructions to each of the agents and aub- 
agents in your superintendency. i 

Very, &c. 

ELBERT HERRING. 
To Gen. William Clark, 

Superintendent Indian Affair$y &. Louii, Mo. 

A similar letter to Capt. Wm. Armstrong, Choctaw agency, 
west of the Mississippi. 



(No. 35.) 

Head Quarters, Western Department, 

Baton Rouge J MarcJi9Qy 1836. 

Sir: I have received, not until yesterday, an official copy 
of your letter of the 23d January last, hy which I have the 
satisfaction to be ii^ormed tba,t die President of the United 
States has been pleased to direct my immediate attention to 
the western frontier of the State of Louisiana, in order to 
preserve, if necessary, by force, the neutrality of the United 
States. 

In obedience to this order, 1 have availed myself of the very 
first steamboat conveyance that offered, after the receipt of 
the order, to proceed to Baton Rouge, to enable me to ascer* 
tain to what extent the arsenal there will furnish ordnance and 
OKdnance stores, for the prompt and efficient discharge of the 
duties assigned to me — duties which derive great importance 
firom the recent accounts of the sanguinary manner in whidh 
the Mexican forces deemed disposed to carry on the war 
against our Texian neighbours. (See the accompanying news- 
papers.) Upon this point, I take leave to suggest whether it 
may (nt may not become necessary, in our own defence^ lo 
epeakto the contending belligerants in a language not to be 
fldisunderstood— 4 language requiring force and military, sup- 
plies that shall be sufficient, if necessary, for the protection 
4f dor western frontier, to check the savage operations of each 
■of the contending parties, who may forget to respect the laws 
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of war and our neutral rights, until Mexico and tlie United 
States shally by an adjustment of existing difficulties, put an 
€nd to tho' scenes of barbarism which cannot but endanger 
the peace and other vital interests of all the parties concerned ; 
scenes of barbarism disgraceful to all who enact or tolerate 
them. 

Should I find any disposition on the part of the Mexicans, 
or their red allies, to menace our fix)ntier, I cannot but deem it 
to be my duty, not only to hold the troops of my command 
in readiness for acticm m defence of our own slender fixmtier, 
but to anticipate their lawless movements, by crossing our sup- 
posed or imaginary national boundary, and meeting the savage 
marauders wherever to be found m their approach ton^ardsour 
frontier. Should I err in this view of the subject, in which, 
however,*! am convinced the laws of war and nati(Hi8 wiH 
bear me out, I shall be gratified to receive the views of the 
President, to which I shall scrupulously adhere. But if it be 
otherwise, if my own views are approved, I shall, in that 
event, have occasion for some mounted volunteers, with other 
forces sufficient to make my numercial strength equal to the 
estimated strength of the contending parties, which is now 
estimated at eight thousand to twelve thousand men. (8,006 
to 12,000 men.) With a view to i)m possible contingency, 
I have already desired the fine legionary brigade, commanded 
by General Planche,'of the city of New Orleans, to cakulaU 
an the possibility of my having occasion to invite the legion 
to join me. To this suggestion, the officers of the legion, wift) 
the gallant General at their head, cordially responded that they 
would, whenever it might be deemed necessary, promptly 
repair to the firontier, delighted with the opportunity w 
carrying into effect the wishes of the President, under whoee 
immediate command many of these officers had dbtinguished 
themselves in the defence of their city and State, in the me- 
morable triumphs of December, 1814, and January, 1815* 

All which is submitted for the information of the President 
of the United States. 

With profound respect, 

EDMUND P. GAINES, 

Major General Commanding. 

To the Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 

I 

P. S. I arrived at the city of New Orleans at 7 o'dook, 
A. M^ and departed therefirom on board this steamboat at 7 
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P. M. yesterday y having taken my passage cm board the Aeam* 
boat Levant, bound from New Orleans to Natchitoches, and 
to be at Baton Rouge on the 1st of April, Friday next. 

E. P. G- 



(No. 36.) 
War Department, April 25, 1836* 

Sir : Your letter of die 29th ultimo was received at the 
Department a few days since, but t have been prevented by 
indisposition from giving it an earlier answer. 

I enclose for your information a copy of the memorandum 
of an official ccmference, betwees the Secretary of State and 
the Mexican Minister, respecting the present state of affiuxi 
bpon the southwestern b^ers of the United States. You 
wdl consider, as a part of your instructions, the declaration 
made by the Secretary of State, and govern yourself accord- 
ingly. 

It is not the wish of the President to take advantage of 
present circumstances, and thereby obtain possession of any 
^portbn of the Mexican territory. Still, however, the neutraj 
49ties, as well as the n^itral rights, of the United States, will 
justify the Oovemmem in talung aU oecessary measures to 
|irevent a violation of their territory* Recent events induce 
Che belief that the Mexican forces, as well as the inhabitants 
lof Texas, must be in a high state of excitement. In that 
porti(H) of the country^ there are many Indian tribes whose 
nabitual predispositic»i to engage in war, is well known, as is^ 
aho, their reckless disregard of any of the claims of humanity. 
And from information which has reached the Grovemment, 
tbere b too much neason to believe, that efforts have beep 
- ta«de to induce these Indians to job the Mexican troops. ' It 
4Mjfr, therefore, well be, as you anticipate, that tl^se various 
cofllending parties may approach our frontiers, and that the 
jkft0 cmd property of our citizens may be placed in jeopardy. 
Should this^be the case, the President approves the ^ugges- 
•tkm you make, and you are authorized to take such position 
on either ^de of the imaginary boundary line, as may be best 
for your defensive operations. You will, however, under no 
ciicumstances, advance farther than (dd Fort Nacogdoches, 
which b within the limits of the United States, as claimed by 
tliis Government. But you wiH {dease to observe, that this 
permission will not be exercised, unless you should find such 
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an aJyffnced position necessary, to afford due secoriiy to ttiir 
frontier, in consequence of the unsettled state of things beyond! 
you. 

You will please to explain, fully, your views and instruc- 
tions to any armed parties who may be marching towards you, 
and should they continue to fhteaten your position, or to 
manifest a design of crossing into the United States, you are 
authorized to attack and repel them. 

I have this day, by direction of the President, requested 
the GoreiHors of Louisioina and Mississippi^ to call into ser^ 
vice any militia force you may find necessary for the protec- 
tion of the frontiers. This force must be called out for a 
ttim of not less tham six months froin the day they reach 
their rendezvous, to be discharged at any time by the United 
States. The necessary means will be furnished to the officers 
of the proper staff departments, for such supplies as may be 
required. 

1 need hardly say, that the duty committed to you is one 
of great importance, as well as of greafl delicacy : and I do not 
doubt that it will be so executed as to j^serve, on the one 
hand, the proper safety of the fixmtier,- while, on the other 
kaftdy as little cause of offence as possible wUl be given to 
any foreign authority. I have to request that you would keep 
tne regularly advised of your proceedings.* 

Very tespectfally, your most obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS. 
Bfaj. Cren. E. P. Gaines, Fort Jesup, L&amana^ 

(No. 37.) 

Department op State, 

Washington, April 9SS, 18361 

Sib : In compliance with your request, I have Ae honor to 
transmit a memorandum of the substance of what I stated in 
an official conference on the 20th instant, with Mr; Gorostizar 
Envoy Extracnrdinary and Minister Plenipoten^ary of the 
Me»can Republic to the United States. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Hon. Lewis Cask^ 

Secretary of War. 




78 

Mkmorandum far Mr, OorvstizOf of what was iaid to him 
by Mr. Fonythy in their eanfertnce on the 20tA of April, 
1836. 

Mr. Forsyth stated to Mr. Gorostiza, that, in consequence 
of the cont^t in Texas^ the movements of some citizens of 
the United States on the Red river^and apprehended hostile 
intentions of the Indians in Mexica against the United States^ 
and of the Indians within the United States agabst MexicOi 
orders would be given to Gieneral Gaines to take such a posi- 
UpD with the troops of the United States as would enable him 
to preserve the territory of the United States and of Mexico 
firacn Indian outrage, and the territory of the United States 
from any violation by Mexicans, Texians^^or Indians, during 
the disturbances unfortuimtely existmg in that quarter, and 
that the troops of the United States would be ordered to pro- 
tect tlje commissioners and surveyors ofthe two Governments^ 
whenever they should meet to execute the instructions to be 
prepared under the Treaty of Limits between the United 
States and the United Mexican States. Should the trooDSy^ 
in the performance of their duty, be advanced beyond tne 
pdnt Mexico might suppose was within the territory of the 
United States,- the occupation of the position was not to be 
taken as an indication of any hostile feeling, or of a desire to 
establish a possession or claim not justified by the Treaty of 
Limits. The occupation would be precautionary and provi** 
sional, and would be abandoned whenever (the line being ruxi^ 
and the true limits marked) the disturbances in that reg^oo' 
should cease, they being the only motive for it. 



(No. 38.). 

Wa& Department, April 25, 1836* 

Sim : I am instructed by the President to request that yon 
will call into the service of the United States, upon the re- 
quisition of General Gaines, such portion of the militia of 
the State of Louisiana, (Mississippi,) as that officer may deem 
necessary for the protection of the western frontier of th^at 
State. The term of service will be six months,, to be com- 
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Mited from the day they reach their rendezvous, uuless sooner 
diflchtrged* 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

IBs Excellency E. D. White, 

Governor of Louisiana^ New Orleans. 
A similar letter sent to bis Excellency Charles Ltnph, 

Governor of Misasappi, at Jackson. 



(No. 39.) 

Head Quarters, Western Department, 

IfatchitocheSj LoumanCy April 8, 1836. 

Sir: I arrived at this place on the 4th instant, since which « 
time I have received information firom various sources, which 
leaves no doubt in my mind that a considerable portion of 
several tribes of the Indians residing within our territorial 
limits have gone over to the Texas side of the boundary line 
between the United States and Mexico* 

When to this fact is added the reports daily received at this 
jdace, that the army of Mexico, commanded by the President, 
Ik. ^na, in person, is rapidly approachmg in this direction, 
through the centre of Texas ; that his plan is to put to death 
all he finds in arms, and all who do not yield to his dictation ; 
that as soon as he comes to the section of counUj occupied 
,by the Indians m question, on the waters of the T^nidad, or 
Trbity rivef , they will unite with hun in his war of extermi* 
tiaticm ; and that no boundary line, save such as that thqy find 
properly guarded with an eflScient force, will be suflSqient to 
arrest the sanguinary career of these savages, I cannot but 
deem it my duty to prepare for action. ' 

For this purpose I have requested of the Governors of Lou- 
isiana, and Mississippi, and Tennessee, each a brigade, and of' 
the State of Alabama a battalion, making altogether three 
brigades and one battalion ; the wfade, or as many of them 
as practicable, to be mounted ;^ to repair to this place as soon 
as may be ccmvenient, by battalions or companies. 

This force, though not equal in numbers to that which it 
may be my duty to meet in battle, will enable me at least to 
secure the confidence of the firontier settlements, and keep 
them at home to plant their crops ; and, moreover, to enable 
me to inflict summary punishment on such of the enemy bf 
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whom they are now menaced, as may teach them to respect 
us, and in future to pay more regard than they seem now dis- 
posed to pay to our rights and treaties. 

I sliall, in the course of a few days, address to each one of 
the commanders of the armies in Texas, a note, calling thra* 
attention to their duties, and apprizing them of the course 
which I shall pursue towards them, in obedience to the orders 
of the President of the United States, should they approach 
our boundary,, or suffer the Indians near them to commence 
hostilities. I have notified the Governors of the States, to 
whom I have applied for force, that, *' should the war in 
" Texas be brought to a close without the apprehended Indian 
" hostilities," the volunteers will, in that case, ** be discharged 
« forthwith." 

I have the honor to be, very respectiuUy, 

EDMUND P. GAINES, 
Major General Commanding. 

The Hon. Lewis Cass, 

Secretary of War^ Washington City. 

P. S. I enclose a copy of my letters to the Governors of 
die States above named. 



(No. 40.) 

Head Quartees, Western DepartmenTi 

Natchitochesy Louisiana^ April 8, 1836. 

Sir : The war in Texas, which has of late assumed a 
feuinary and savage aspect, has induced the President of tbe 
United States to require a considerable augmentation of the 
regular force to be concentrated upon this section of the na- 
tional frontier, to which my attention has been particularlj 
directed. He deems it to be the duty of the United States to 
remain entirely neutral, and to cause their neutrality to be re- 
spected, peaceably if 'practicable ; forcibly if necettary. 

The thirty-third article of the treaty with Mexico require* 
both the contracting parties to prevent, '^ by force, all hoedli* 
'* tilities and incursions on the part of the Indian nations living 
*^ within their respective boundaries, so that the United States 
" of America will not suffer their Indians to attack the citizens 
'^ of the Mexican States," &c. The provisionof this article 
I am particularly instructed to cause to be enforced; and I 
have, pursuant to instructions, taken measures to make knows. 



81 

to the vftrious Indian tribes inhabiting that part of the Uniled 
States bordering on the Mexican territory, on the waters of the 
Red and Arkansas rivers, the determination of the Government 
to prevent any hostile incursions into Texas ; and have directed 
that the chie& be called upon to inculcate upon' their people 
the necessity of carefully abstaining from any violation of the 
above mentioned engagements ; and I have moreover informed 
them, pursuant to the orders of the President, that I vnU^not 
hesitate to use the force at my disposal for the purpose of pre- 
venting such designs. 

I have learned from several of our citizens entitled to credit^ 
that one Manuel Flores, a Mexican Spaniard, but for some 
years past a citizen of " Spanish town," in this State, near the 
Sabine ridge, has been lately commissioned by persons profess- 
ing to act by the authority of the Mexican Government, for 
the purpose of enticing the Indians in the western prairies, on 
our side of the boundary line, to join them in the war of ex- 
termination now raging in Texas ; and that, with this view, the 
agent, Manuel Flores, accompanied by a stranger, has lately 
passed up the valley of the Red river, and has already pro- 
duced excitement among the Caddo Indians ; and I have very 
«cently learned from several intelligent persons in Texas, and 
hers who have lately been there, that many of our Indians 
haye lately gone over to the Texas side of the line. 

These facts and fcircumstances present to me the important 
^estion, whether I am to sit still and suffer these movements 
to be so far matured as to place the white settlements on both 
sides of the line wholly within the poxoer of these savage ; 
or whether I ought not instantly to prepare the means for pro- 
. tecting the frontier settlements, and, if necessary, compelling 
the Indians to return to their own homes and hunting grounds. 
I cannot but decide in favor of the last alternative which the 
(Question presents ; for nothing can be more evident, than that 
an Indian war commencing on either side of the line will as 
surely extend to both sides, as that a lighted quick match 
thrust into one side of a powder magazine will extend the ex- 
plosion to both sides. 

But I am without mounted msn^ the only description of 
force which will enable me to interpose an effectual check lo 
the daily increasing danger which every intelligent citizen with 
whom I have conversed upon the subject apprehends ; and 
apprehending as I do, that the loss of a month, which it would 
iBquire to submit the case to the decision of the President of 
II 
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tlie United States, might prove fatal to a large portion of the? 
fifontier inhabitants, I have determined to solicit of your EjLceW 
lency a brigade, to consist of two or three battalions of volun- 
•teersy as many to be mounted as practicable, to repair to this 
place as soon as may be convenient, by companies or batta- 
lions ; to receive their arms and camp equipage at New Orleans 
and Baton Rouge. There may be eight or ten companies to 
a battalion. 

. Should the war in Texas be brought to a close without the 
apprehended Indian hostilities, the volunteers will, in that 
case, be discharged forthwith. 

With perfect respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient 
servant, 

EDMUND P. GAINES, 

Major Qentrcd Commanding^ 

To his^ Excellency the Governor of Louisiana. 

or Mississippi-^ 
OF Alabama, 
of Tenne»sei^. 



(No. 41.) 

War Department, May 4,- 1836.- 

Sir: I have received your letter of, the 8th ultimo, and iur 
answer, have to inform you that the Prfesident will sanctioiv 
the employment of whatever force may be necessary to pro- 
tect the western frontier of the United States from hostile 
incursions. This Department has addressed the Governors 
of the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky^ 
and Alabama,^ requesting them to call into service such militia 
force as you may find necessary in carrying into effect the 
instructions heretofore given to you. The theatre of opera- 
tions is so distant firom the seat of Government, that much 
must be entrusted to your discretion. The two great objects 
you have to attain are, first the protection of the frontiers; 
and secondly, as strict a performance of the neuti^ duties of 
the United States as the great object of self defence will- 
permit. You will take care and do no act which can give just 
cause of offence to any other Government; and on tjheonier 
hand, you will not permit the frontiers to be invaded by any 
forces whatever. I have to request that the militia you may 
call out, may not be more numerous than the exigencies shall 
seem to reqmre. They ought to be called into service for 
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six montbdj if prdcticuble, to be disbanded wlienever noC 
wanted* And you will take care that all due economy i$ 
preserved^ as well in your disbursements, as in the preservi* 
tion and accountability of the public property. It b very 
necessary that you should communicate freely to the coitH 
manding officers of any military parties who may approach 
the frontiers, and inform them of the nature of your orders. 
You will state to them, that while you have been ordered to 
that quarter with a view to the execiution of the neutral 
obligations of the United States, you have also been instruct- 
ed to defend their territory from any invasion whatever; and 
that this duty will be executed under any circumstances that 
may happen. You will also remonstrate against the employ- 
ment of any of the Indians. Although the dictates of human^ 
ity forbid the use of this species of force, which cannot be 
restrained, yet the right the United States to remonstrate 
against its service, rests upon other grounds. From the habits 
and dispositions of the Indians, it is well known that the 
power employing them cannot restrain them within the le«ti- 
materrules of warfare. If they approach the frontiers, ffa^f 
wUl pay no regard to a mere imaginary line, but wil| carry'on 
their depredations and massacres wherever inhabitants can be 
found, and where there is no force to oppose them. It b 
altogether idle to expect, that in such a state of things, the 
frontier settlements of the United States, would not be expos- 
ed to these calamities. Whoever calls the Indians into ser- 
vice, and induces them to approach our border, cannot but be 
aware of the consequences that must ensue. All this yow 
will represent to the proper officers, and you will use your 
best exertions to keep such a force from marching towards 
your position, and if they do so, to repel and diperse it. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Gaines, Fort Jemp, Louisiana, 



(No 42.) 

W^AR Department, May 4, 1886^ 

Sir : Major General Gaines, to whom the conmiand of the 
western border of Louisiana has been assigned, has notified 
this Department that he has called upon your Excellency loir 
a brigade of militia, the whole, or as many of them as pradH 
cable to be mounted. > 
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I am instructed by the President to request your Excellen— 
ey to call into ihj^ service of the United States, the numbed' 
01 militia which fiave been or may be required by General 
Gaines, to serve not less than three months after theb arriv^ 
ai their place of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS, 
Wis Excellency N. Cannon, 

Governor of Tennessee y Nashville, Tennessee. 



(No. 43.) 

Wak Department, May 4, 1836. 

Sir : Major General Gaines, to whom the command of the- 
western border of Louisiana has been assigned,^ has notified' 
this Department that he has called upon your Excellepcy Soif 
a battalion of militia, the whole, or as many, of them Wf-^ 
practicable, to be mounted. ♦ ' 

I am instructed by the President to request your Excellen-^- ' •- • 
cy to call into the service of the United States the number of^ ;■ 
militia which have been,^ or may be, required by Genenil^ - 
Gaines, to serve not less than three months after their arrivaf* 
at their place of rendezvous, unless sooner discharged. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

LEW. CASS. 
His Excellency C. C. Clay, 

Governor of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 



(No. 44.) 

Executive: Office, Nashville, April 28, 1836. 

Sir : The enclosed is a copy of a communication which 
have just received from General Edmund P. Gaines, who 
holds the command of the western division of the United 
Steites. And I have felt it my duty to take measures forth- 
with,, to raise and forward the brigade of volunteers he requires^ 
as speedily as possible, and feel very little doubt, that howe- 
ver mauspicious the seasons of the year may be, when our 
young men are generally closely engaged in their crops, as 
♦rell as the horses, but in the course of a few days, or twa 
weeks at furthest, there will be assembled here, or at su(?h 
point as may be designated, a respectable mounted force, y/f 
not the whole brigade required, as the feelings of the peo^e 
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seem to be alive to their duty of entering the service of the 
United States, as required by this communication, which I 
have hastened to lay before you, as well* as to inform you of 
the course I am pursuing, in order that it may be submitted to 
the President of the United States, and his views ascertained 
as speedily as may be convenient in relation thereto. Des- 
patch seems to be important, and the mode and means of 
transporting these volunteers to Natchitoches, the he&d-quar^ 
ters of General Gaines, is a matter, it seems to me, worthy 
of some consideration. By water, with the aid of steam- 
boats, to a certain number of flat-boats, necessary to carry 
the horses, I have thought would be most expeditious. In 
the event the Cumberland should be too low, they should 
embark at Randolph or Memphis, and go as far up Red 
river as to enable them to obtain a land passage to their des- 
tination. At this time the Mississippi is unusually high so 
40 to inundate a large portion of the country on the west 
side, which circumstance renders a passage by land very diffi- 
cult. Hence at present I am inclined to the opinion that 
ihsxt transportation by water should be preferred. I have 
seqpired the volunteers to engage in the service for the period 
of six months, unless sooner discharged. To furnish them- 
selves with horses and clothing ; each company to elect their 
own officers ; each regiment its colonels and majors, and the 
brigade, in the event a whole brigade should assemble, to 
elect their brigadier general. It is expected that these vo- 
lunteers will oflfer themselves, and be received from every 
section of the State, from east to west. Hence some ex- 
penses must be incurred in embodying them before they leave 
the State, as well as transporting them to the head-quarters of 
Gen. Gaines ; in relation to which, as well as other matters 
touching the requisition made by the commanding general on 
me, and the course which I am now earnestly pursuing, for 
the purpose of promoting the service of our country, I shall 
fell much anxiety to learn, as fiilly as practicable, the views 
of your Department of the General Government; also the 
course required of me, m fumishipg the transportion and sub- 
sistence to said volunteers that wiU be necessary, to any given 
point, or their destination, as you may deem ^tpedient. 

With great respect and esteem, I have the honor to he, 
your obedient servant, 

N. CANNOJ\, ■ 
'The Honorable Lewis C ass f Secretary of War, 
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(No. 46.) 
. War DepaktmeiNt, May 9, 1836. 

Sik: I have received a: letter fvpm the Governor of Ten- 
in whicii he states that he has taken measures to call 
out the force required hy you. He also states that he will 
call upon the volunteers to serve for six months, unless sooner 
discharged. This course is correct upon the presumption 
that he will be able to obtain all the force required without 
resorting to draughtbg« But should not volunteers enough 
be obtained so that a call must be made upon the ordinary 
militia, the term for which they may be required to serve is 
restricted by law to three months. 1 have also written to the 
Governors of the other States upon whom you are-authorized to 
make requisitions, advising them of this view. 

The Quartermaster General has also been instructed to di- 
rect proj^er officers of his department to report to the several 
Crovernors upon whom you have made requisitions, in order 
to provide the necessary means for facilitating the movement . 
of the troops. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS, 
Major Gen. Gaines, Fori Jesup, Louisiana. 

Memorandum. 

The Quartermaster General will select four officers, one of 
whom will report in person to the Governor of Tennessee, 
another to the Governor of Mississippi, another to the Go- 
vernor of Alabama, and another to the Governor of Louis- 
iana. 

The Quartermarter General will examine the letters this 
day sent to the Governors of these States, and give his direc- 
tions accordingly. These officers will be provided with the 
necessary funds^ and will make all arrangements for facilitating 
the movements of the troops. 

Such instructions as are required to guide them in the per-; 
ibrmance of their duties, so as to insure economy in the ex-' 
penditures, and regularity in the settlement of the accounts, 
win be given by the Quartermaster General. 

LEWIS CASS. 
Department of War, Mat/ 9, 1836.« 
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(No. 46.) 
War Department, May 9, 1836. 

Sir : I have requested the Quartermaster General to di- 
rect an officer of his department to report to your Excellencjr 
for the purpose of makbg the necessary arrangements for the 
embodying and the movement of the forces called for by 
Major General Games, in his letter to you of — ultimo, which 
call was approved, by the direction of the President, in ray 
letter of the 4th instant. 

This officer will be provided with whatever funds may be 
required in the performance of his duties. Should you find it 
necessary to resort to draughting, in order to complete the 
quota required, I presume that, agreeably to the provisions of 
the act of February 28, 1795, the term of service of the 
troops thus called out cannot be extended beyond three 
months, and this is the term stated in my letter to you of the 
4th instant. When, however, the numbers are supplied by 
volunteers, I am not aware that there is any legal objection to 
their term of service reaching six months. And this arrange- 
ment is certainly more efficient and economical for the United 
States, and meets the approbation of the President. ' 

You will be pleased, therefore, to have the volunteers en- 

ged for the term of six months, unless sooner discharged. 

ut if there should be any insuperable objection to this ar- 
rangement, they must be accepted for three months after their 
arrival at the place of rendezvous ; with the right, however, 
to discharge them at any time previously. 

Very respectfully, your inost obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS. 
His Excellency C. C. Clay, 

Governor of Alahnmay Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 
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(No. 47.) 

War Department, May 9, 1836. 

Sir : I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
28th ultimo, and, in answer, beg leave to state, that my letter, 
to you of the 4th instant, will have conveyed to you the ap- 
probation of the President of the call made upoa you by 
Major General Gaines for a brigade of volunteers or militia. 
Should you find it necessary to resort to draughting, in order 
<o complete the quota required, I presume that agreeable to 
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the provisions of tlie act of February 28, 1795, the terms of 
service of the troops thus called out, cannot be extended be- 
yond three months ; and this is the term stated in my letter to 
you of the 4t4 instant. Where, however, the numbers are 
supplied by v6lunteers, I am not aware that there is any legal 
objection to their term of service reaching six months. And 
this arrangement is certainly more efficient and economical for 
the United States ; and tlie President approves it. TTiey 
will, however, be liable to be discharged at any time when 
their services are not wanted. 

In order to relieve the difficulties which present themselves 
in the raising and marching of theSe troops, the Quartermaster 
General will immediately despatch an officer of his depart- 
ment, provided with the necessary funds, and charged with 
the duty of making the arrangements required upon this occa- 
sion. He will be directed to call upon your Excellency, and 
procure all the information necessary to enable him to perform 
his duty. 

Very respectfully, your |;nost obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS. 
His Excellency N. Cannon, 

Governor of Tennessee, Nashville, Tenn, 



(No. 48.) 
War Department, Miy 10,' 1836. 

Sir : I have requested the Quartermaster General to dyrect 
an officer of his department to report to your Excellency, for 
the purpose of making the necessary arrangements for the era- 
bodying and movement of the forces called for by Major 
General Gaines, in his letter to you of — ultimo, which was 
approved, by direction of the President, in my letter of the 
^h instant. 

This officer will be provided with whatever funds may be 
required in the performance of his duties. In my previous 
letter to you, I requested that the troops might be called out 
fiir the term of si3{: months, unless sooner discharged. This 
term you will be good enough to consider as applicable to vo- 
lunteers, of which species offeree I presume enough will turn 
out. Should you find it necessary however to resort to 
draughting to complete the quota required under the provision 
of the act of February 28. 1795, the term of service of the 
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troops thus called out cannot be extended beyond three 
months. 

You will be pleased therefore to have the volunteers engag- 
ed for the term of six months, unless sooner disjrfiarged ; but 
if there should be any insuperable objection to'^this arrange- 
ment, they must be accepted for three months after' their 
arrival at the place of rendezvous ; with the right however to 
discharge them at any titrie previously. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS, 
His Excellency E. D. White, 

Governor of Louisiana, New Orleans. 

(No. 49.) 
War Department, May 10, 1836. 

Sir: I have requested the Quartermaster General to direct 
«n officer of his department to report to your Excellency, for 
the purpose of making the necessary arrangements for the em- 
bodying and movement of the forces called for by Major 
General Gaines in his letter to you of — ultimo, which was 
approved, by direction of the President, in my letter ot the 
4th instant. 

This officer will be provided with whatever funds may be 
required in the performance of his duties. In my previous 
letter to you, I requested that the troops might be called out 
for the term of six months, unless sooner discharged. This 
term you, will be good enough to consider as applicable to 
volunteers ; of which species of force, I presume enough wSl 
turn out. Should you find it necessary, however, to resort to 
draughting to complete the quota required under the provisicm 
pf the act of February 28, 1795, the term of service of the 
troops thus called out, cannot be extended beyond three 
months. You will be pleased, therefore, to have the Folun- 
teers engaged for the term of six months, unless sooner dis* 
charged. But if there should be any insuperable objection to 
this arrangement, they must be accepted for three month* 
after their arrival at the place of rendezvpus ; with the right 
however, tadischarge them at any time previously. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS. 
His Excellency Charles Lynch, 

Governor of Mississippiy Jackson, Mississippi. 
12 
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(No 50.) 
Wak Department, May 12, 1836. 

Sir: The President is very solicitous that you should act 
atutbusly ia carrying into effect your ipstructions, and do 
DOthmg which can compromit the neutral relations of the 
United States, Your great objects, as I have before stated 
to you, are to defend our frontier, and to iulfil the neutral ob- 
ligations of the Government. If the Indians are not employed 
immediately upon the borders, there will be no need of your 
advancing beyond the territory heretofore in the actual occu- 
pation of the United States, unless armed parties should ap- 
proach our frontiers so near as manifestly to show that they 
mean to violate our territory. Such a state of things is 
scarcely to be anticipated from either of the contending parties 
in Texas ; but it is otherwise with the Indians. In the excite- 
ment of war they will not be restrained by boundary lines, but 
will seek scalps wherever they can find them. The whole 
history of the employment of Indians in the contests between 
civilized communities proves this fact. It was principally 
with a view therefore to this state of things, that you were au- 
thorized to cross the line dividing the country actually in the 
occupation of the United States, from that heretofore in the 
possession of Mexico, if such a measure be necessary for the 
defence of the frontier. But I must impress upon you the 
desire of the President, that you do not advance unless cir- 
cumstances distinctly show this step is necessary for the pro 
tection of the district of our country adjoining the scene of 
operations in Texas. And should you find it necessary to ad- 
vance, you will not fail to communicate to any armed parties 
in the country your orders and objects. But you will, under 
no circumstances, co-operate with any of them, or sufifer any 
of them to join you ; nor interfere, in any manner, with any 
military operations in Texas, except such as may be necessa- 
ry for self defence. 

^ould you pass beyond the above mentioned boundary 
line, you will return as soon as the safety of the fixmti^ wiU 
permit. 

Very respectfiiUy, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS- 
Mdjot General Gaines, Fort Jemp, Louisiana. 
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(No. 51.) 

New Orleans, La., April 25, 1836. 

Sir : I arrived here the day before yesterday ; it was not 
long after my arrival that I had the honor of seeing his ExcM- 
lency the Governor of the State, and learned from hhn that 
General Gdnes had nuide a requisition on him for a brigade 
of volunteers, partly to be mounted and partly on foot. Thfe 
force* the General deemed necessary to be employed in check- 
ing' the Caddo Indians, whom, be had been informed, were 
-about entering Texas, to act against the citizens of that State 
under the auspices of the Mexican authorities. The Governor, 
examining the laws in reference to this call of General Gaines, 
tjonceived that he was not authorized by the laws of Louisi* 
4ma, or those of the United States, to furnish the force called 
for-; nor did he, from the information he had obtained, believe 
it necessary to send to the frontiers of the State any troops, as 
die country was not invaded, nor likely, in his opinion, to be 
invaded ; and farther, was impressed with a belief that it wa» 
a scheme of those interested in theTexian speculations, who 
had been instrumental in making General Gaines believe that 
the Mexican authorities were tampering .with the Indians 
within ourtouadaries, and at the same time exciting, by false 
^presentations here, the sympathies of the people m favor of 
the Texians, with a view of inducing the authorities of the 
United States to lend their aid in raising in this city a force 
•composed of interested persons, which force should move to the 
Texian firantiers, under the call of General Gaines, and after- 
wards, under false pretensions, actually march into Texas and 
take part in the war now raging between the Texians and the 
Government of Mexico"; and all this at the expense of the 
United States, and consequently with the implied sanction of 
the Government. Thus giving to the people of Texas the 
hope of relying on the Government of the United States for 
their protection and support, and to the Government of Mexico 
a positive evidence that the United States were actually en- 
gaged, contrary to the treaty stipulations, in a war against that 
Government. 

If I understand the instructions of General Gaines, as com- 
municated to him before I left Washington, it was his duty 
to see that the treaty stipulations with Alexico were fulfilled ; 
and further, that, as it regarded the contending parties, to prc- 
;serye a perfect neutrality. 

J. met here Colonel Darrington, who was formerly in the 
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•array, and who gave me the infonnation which you will find 
in the enclosed printed paper, marked A. He is of the 
opinion that the Caddo Indians cannot be concerned in at- 
tacking the Texians, and that they are but few in number and 
quite insignificant. 

General Gaines has at his disposal the 3d, 6th, and 7th 
regiments of infantry, and the whole of the regiment of 
dragoons, which I should think sufficient, if he will properly 
dispose of them, to enable him to fulfil his instructions withoul 
calling for the brigade of volunteers from Louisiana. 

From what I can discover, it appears to me that it wouM 
be better to extend our military establishment at once to 
20,000 men, instead of 10,000, as it has been proposed. 
The conduct of the Seminoles will have its influence with the 
other nations and tribes, and knowing the restlessness of the 
Indians, and their proneness to war, I am persuaded it wifl 
be most prudent as well as most economical to raise and keep 
up at once a force capable of eflTecting promptly any course 
proper to be pursued towards the Indians or blacks, in case 
of insurrection, and at the same time to defend the maritime 
.firontier against foreign attack. 

I have the honor to be, very BespectfiiUy, your obedient 
■ servant 

' ALEX. MACOMB, Maj. <}en. Com. in Chief. 
HcMi. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 

A. 

From Texas. — ^^ Col. Darrington informs us that (Jen, 
Houston was encamped on tiie west of the Brassos,at Gnxse's, 
a very strong position, with an aggregate foroe of about 2,500 
men, and daily increasing. The troops were also in high spi* 
aits. The Mexican army, on the 2d of April, were at Bas- 
trap, on the Colorado. Texas is broken up, and all the 
women and children are fleeing, and in the mqst deplorable 
^condition. The inhabitants of Natchitoches have subscribed 
largely, fmd sent many supplies for the relief o(f the fugitives. 
•On the 14th April, Nacogdoches was safe, but deserted. On 
the 1st April, Col. Darringtcm left the body of fugitives in the 
;fi»rk between Navasoto and Brassos, in Robinson's colony. 
Tbe Indians are openly hostile in the neighborhood, and should 
the Navasoto continue up, the inhabitants are at the mercy of 
the Mexicans, should they appear on the San Antoine road. 
Idle rumors, says our informant, have done more to the injury 
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«if Texas, than the horde of Mexicans have done. Generaf 
Gaines was encamped in Wilkinson's old camp, east of the 
Sabine, with a force estimated at about 600 men. As to the 
gathering of the Indians on the Sabine, Col. Darrington says 
he knows notliing, and thinks there is no cause for the destruc-^ 
tion and breakmg up of Nacogdoches. 

'^ He met between the Sabine and Brassos, 500 men on 
Cheir way to Houston's camp." 

(No. 52.) 

Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington^ May 14, 1836. 
Sir : Agreeably to yo«r instructions, I respectfiiUy submit 
herewith copies^ of all orders and instructions issued through 
Ihb office relative to the defence of the Western frontier, re- 
quired by the resolution of the Senate of the 10th instant. 
I am, sir^ very respectfiilly,.your obedient servant, 

R, JONES, Adfu Gen. 
Hon. Lfewis Gass, Secretary af War. 

Extract* 

Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington, January 22, 1836. 
' Sir : Your communication of the 5th instant is this day 
received and submitted to the General-in-Chief, and I have 
the pleasure to inform you that your proposed tour to the 
southern and eastern portion of your command is approved. 

I am instructed to inform you, howeveir, that the state of 
afiairs west of the Mississippi may soon require your attention, 
if not your presence, in that quarter ; accordingly, you will 
be pleased to await orders and instruction at New Orleans. 

R. JONES, Adft Gen. 
For Maj. Gen. Gaines, 
Commanding Western Depart* U. S. A. New Orleans j £«- 

The residue of the letter relates to operations in F^lorida. 

R. J. 

Extract from General Order No. 9, dated " Head Quarters 
" of the Army, Adjutant GeneraPs Office, Washington^ 
" 25th January, 1836. 

" 1. The 6th regiment of infantry will be prepared to move 
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froAr Jeiierson Barracks to Fort Jesup, Louisiana, as sooiv 
*^ as tl)e season and navigation will permit. Brevet Brigadier 
'< General H. Atkinson will see to the execution of this order 
^^ a9 to the time of departure of the regiment, but will remaiir 
'* at Jefferson Barracks, and continue in his present command. 
" Surgeon Findlay, and Assistant Surgeon Hughey, will pio- 
" ceed with the regiment to Fort Jesup. 

« R. JONES, AdjU Gen." 

The residue of the order relates to operations in Florida.^ 

R.J. 

Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington^ March 10, 1836. 

Sir : In consequence of the unexpected detention of MajcNT 
General- Gaines, in Florida,^ }rou will repair to scmie proper 
point in Louisiana, near the Mexican frontier, and take com- 
mand of all the troops in that quarter. You will be governed 
by the instructions of the Secretary of War. to Major General 
Gaines,' under date of January 23d, a copy of which is here- 
with transmitted for your guidance^ 

Itm4y be proper to inform you, that the duty to which you» 
are now assigned may be only temporary, as it is probable 
that Major General Gaines will now soon repair to Louisiana,* 
and there assume the duties pointed out in die instructions or 
the Secretary of War, above referred to. 

I am, $ir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adft. Gen^^-'.- 
Brig. 'Gen. M. Arbuckle, comdg, S. W. Dept. 
Fort Gibson, Arlc. Ter. 



Head Quarter's Third Infantrx, 

Fort Jesup, March 12, 1836^ 

SiB : The enclosed communication was sent to me, with a« 
request that I would forward it to the President of the UnitecV 
States. From the best information to be obtained, I beliet^e^ 
the .contents of the letter are true. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,. 

JAS. B. MANY, Col Third Bify. 

Brevet Brig. Gen. R. Jones, 

Adj. Gen. U. S. A., Washington, D. C. 
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Near Chow's Ferhy, Lov,, March 11, 1836. 

DfilAR Sir : The undersigned being personally known to 
you, takes this hurried opportunity^ while upon our way to 
Texas, to write you^ that you, at the head of the army of the 
United States, may hare such information therein as we have 
come this moment in possession of, it is this : 

A. Mr. Wm« Palmer, a gentleman who we learn to be of 
truth, living in the vicinity of Fort Jesup, informed us that a 
blank commission came on a few days since from General Santa 
Anna, to a citizen of the United States of that neighborhood, 
authorizing him to proceed to the Indians up Red river, and 
stir them up to attack the upper settlements of Texas ; that 
soon after that a Spaniard arrived at the house of this individual 
from the interior ; and they went off, it is supposed, to effect 
General Santa Anna's views. 

Such as it may become your duty to act in this matter is 
best known to yourself. 

Permit us to subscribe ourselves, most respectfully, your 
obedient humble servants, 

THO. JEF. GREEN. 
To the President of the United States. 

Copy of endorsement by the President on the foregoing letter. 

Referred to the Secretary of War, that he cause orders to* 
be forthwith given to the commanding officer at Fort Jesu)), 
to arrest all individuals who, under the orders of General Santa 
Anna, are engaged in exciting the Indians to war, and to notify 
fliHooDcemed, that all his military force will be employed to 
patltdownorsupport our neutrality. A. J. 

Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington^ April 11,1 836. 

Sir : I enclose herewith, by direction of ihe Secretary of 
War, a copy of a letter addressed to the President, by Thomas 
J. Green, Esq., dated Crow's Ferry, Louisiana, March 11, 
conmiunicating certain intelligence touchmg the alleged inter- 
ference of the Mexican Government with the Indians of Red 
river, to which your attention is specially directed. The Pre- 
sident desires that you take all lawful measures to arrest any 
person who, under the orders of the Mexican authority, may 
be engaged m excitmg the Indians to war ; and that everj ' 
proper effort be used, to discover and detect such unjusti6aMe 
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project, if any be attempted, and that, in maintaining our 
neutrality on the southwestern frontier of Louisiana, in the 
•quarter you have already been assigned to duty, under the in^ 
structions of the Secretary of War, heretofore communicated 
to you, that you employ, if necessary, the force which has 
been placed at your conmiand. ' The letter from Mr. Green 
to the President, was forwarded by Col. Many, under cover 
to the Adjutant General. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adj'U Gen. 
Major Gen'l. Gaines, or com. o^cer of the 
Troops on the Western frontier of Louisiana, Fort Jesup, 



Head Quarters, Southwestern Frontier, 

Fort Gibson, April 12, 1836. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 10th ultimo, and its enclosure, directing me to 
repair to Louisiana near the Mexican frontier, which I will 
comply with without delay, after having closed my duties at 
this post, which I will do as soon as possibTe. 

With much respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

M. ARBUCKLE, Brevet Bng. Gen. Com. 
To Brig. Gen. R. io^nie^s, Adjutant General. 



Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington, April 26, 1836. 

Sir : As the services of the dragoons may be requmd 
during the summer on the western frontier of Louisiana, it 
becomes necessary to vary the annual tours usually performed 
by the regiment. It is left to your discretion, however, to 
make short excursions with the squadron under your command^ 
taking care not to be so distant, at any time, from Fort Lea^ 
venworth, as not to be able to receive and promptly obey any 
orders of Major General Gaines, should he deem it necessary 
to direct the squadron under your command to join him on 
the western frontier of Louisiana. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adjutant General* 
Captain M. Duncan, 

Dragoons, commanding Fort Leavenworth. 



t_ 



' * 



97 

Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington, April 26, 1836. . 
Sir : As the services of the dragoons may be required 
during the summer on the Western frontier of Louisiana, it 
becomes necessary to vary the annual tours usually performed 
by the regiment. It is left to your discretion, however, to 
make short excursions with the squadron under your command, 
taking care not to be so dist^t, at any time, from Fort Gibson, 
as not to be able to receive and promptly obey any orders of 
Major Genera] Gaines, should he deem it necessary to direct 
the squadron under your command to join him on the Wes- 
tern mmtier <^ Louisiana. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adjutant General 
Captain E. Trenor, 

Commanding squadron of Dragoons, Fort Gibson. 

Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington, April 27, 1836. 

Sir : I respectfully enclose herewith copies of my commu- 
nications of yesterday's date, to the commanding officers of 
the squadrons of dragoons stationed at Forts Leavenworth and 
Gibson, by which you will see that these troops will be held in 
readiness to join you on the Western frontier of Louisiana, 
should you decide that the interest of the service would make 
it necessary for you to order them thither. 

With regard to the Secretary of War's communication to 

Jou of the 26th instant, I am desired by him to say, that he 
tA omitted any special reference to the legionary brigade, 
commanded by General Planche, of the city of New Orleans, 
as bis request to the Governor of Louisiana to call into service 
any portion of the militia you may deem necessary for the 
protection of fhe Western frontiers of Louisiana, includes the 
authority, and, of course, secures to you the aid of this legion, 
and of any other militia from the State of Louisiana y6u may 
require. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adjutant General 
Major General E.J*. Gaines, 

Commanding Western Department, Fort Jesup* 
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(No. 68.) . 

Mr. Gdrosiiza to Mk ForsytL-^Tv^tishtion. 

Washington, May 14, 1836. 

. The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary' and Minister Plen« 
ipotentiary oif the Mexican Republic, i:eeeived at three o'clock 
yesterday evenings the note which the Secretary of State of 
these United States^ did him the honor to address to him oa 
the 10th instant^ in reply to his of the day preceding. The 
undersigned has made himself acquainted with its contents, 
and he in consequence submits to the Secretsury of State the 
present explanations, considering them necessary for the pur^ 
pose of completely and clearly exhibiting the motive which 
guided him on this occasion, as also the precise na^ture of the 
terms by which he meant to express his protest. 

The undersigned in &ct does not perceive (perhaps from 
tne want of comprehension on his part) the value of the dif- 
ference noticed by the American Government^ between not 
authorizing General Gaines to go to Nacogdoches, and order' 
ing him not to advance beyond Nacogdoches* The under-> 
signed, on the contrary^ conceives that it would not have been 
judged necessary to warn that General that he is not to pass 
beyond a certain determined point, unless he had been already 
supposed to have the power of advancing to that point. Nor 
can the undersigned admit the doctrine, that the troops of a 
jfiriendly power are authorized to enter, of their own accord, 
upon the territory of a neighboring power, however benevo- 
lent be the end proposed, and even if the result be advanta-* 
geous for the latter. Such a principle would, in fact, destroy 
the very foundation of the independence of nations ; for that 
which is done to-day entirely with the view of assisting the 
friend, may to-morrow be undertaken for purposes less pure ; 
the pretext would be equally plausible in each case. And if, 
£MrUiis reason, in similar cases,^the previous assent has always 
been required, at least of every Government whose territory 
is to be protected by- foreign troops^ what doubt can there be 
in the present instance, when the representative of Mexico has 
at once declared, in the name of his Government, that he hf, 
thankful for the favor but does not accept it? 

The undersigned, moreover, does not think that he has gives 
any motive for inferring, from his conduct, that he could nave 
been so suspicious of the intentions of the American Govenv- 
wosatf ils to suppose that the object of General Gaines's mov^ * 
iMBt was to estaUish any sort of right to th€( ground vfhUk 
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that General was about to occupy « Indeed, how could ther 
undersigned have entertained such an idea, after the Ameri^ 
can Government had declared the contrary to him, on several 
occasions, officially and explicitly ? and this frank and noble 
declaration was of itself sufficient to render him easy as to the 
future. If the undersigned, from the first, felt a repugnance 
to the measure which the American Government proposed to 
adopt, and if afterwards, on the 9th instant, he ccxisKlered it 
his duty to protest on account of [«o&re] one of its necessary 
consequences, it was only because then and since, he conceiv- 
ed that the Mexican territory would be violated as soon as the 
troops of General Gaines should pass the Sabine: because he 
has considered, and does consider, as Mesican territory, all 
that was (k facto possessed by Spain at the time of the sig- 
nature of the treaty of limits of 1819, between Spain and the 
United States, until the provisions of its third article were caj^ 
ried into effect ; and because he therefore relied, and still relies^ 
upon the obligation under which both parties are to maintain 
the statu quo until that time. In the opinion of the under- 
signed, it is of no importance that those who call themselvee 
Texan s, (although not one of them was bom in Texas,) 
should momentarily occupy a part of the territory bordering 
on the United States ; this is an accidental occurrence, arising 
merely from the circumstance that there was no Mexican 
troops on the frontier when the insurrection took place, and 
that those which have been since sent by the Government 
have not yet had time to arrive there. 

As he relied upon this principle, the undersigned could not 
but be surprised that the Secretary of State(alluding no douBt ta 
those persons who direct the operations of the foreigners in in- 
surrection in Texas,) should have designated them in his note by 
the collective title of Texan Government; as the undersigned did 
not at first comprehend that Mr. Forsyth had used this desig- 
nation with any other object than to express in plainer lan- 
guage, another accidental circumstance arising fix>m the former. 
On this point the undersigned conceives it his duty to declare 
that his Government neither knows of any such Government 
in Texas, nor is aware that the American Government 
knows of any such. All the Mexican (Joyemment knows of 
Texas i?, that in that Mexican province there are some foreign 
colonists who had promised to live under the laws of the 
country, and that these persons, aided by other fordlgnerB|^ 
have there raised the standard of rebellion. Whether Hexioo 
can or cannot repress this rebellion, experience will verjrlMi» 
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ishow, especially if those who are neither Mexicans nor Tex- 
ans cease jfrom interfering illegally and unjustly in a contest 
^ptirely domestic. 

.The undersigned, from proper respect to the declared wishes 
of the American Government, will also abstain from provoking 
a premature discussicm as to the future boundaiies of the two 
nations, leaving the solution of the difference, with respect to 
the extreme limits of each, to the period and the arbiters pro- 
vided for in the treaty itself. He will merely add, that his 
Government is animated by the same sentiments with that of 
the United States, and, like that of the United States, will 
then not insist upon any thing which cannot be sustained by 
reason and. facts according to the just interpretation of the 
treaty. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to repeat 
to the Hon. J. Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United 
States, the assurances of his distinguished consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. J. Forsyth, Secretary of State, 



(No. 54.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mn Forsyth, — Translation. 

Washington, May 24, 1836. 
The undersigned. Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the Mexican Republic, has the honor to address 
the Hon. John Forsyth, Secretary of State of these United 
States, upon an affiiir the most serious and important, in his 
opinion, to the relations and interests of the two countries, 
which has occurred since they have been united (cementados) 
by the firm bonds of equity, friendship, and mutual conve- 
nience. The undersigned, from what he has read and learned, 
respecting some of the late debates of the Senate, and partic- 
tdarly from the statements in the Intelligencer of this day, 
that a proposition of Mr. Walker's, with regard to the recog- 
nition of the independence of Texas, has been referred to the 
Committee of Foreign Afiairs of that House, cannot but see, 
although with the utmost amazement, that measures are actu- 
ally in progress for the said recognition, with a total disregard 
to the rights of a neighboring power, and to those considera- 
tions which are perhaps due to it from the amicable conduct 
hitherto observed by it towards the United States. And what 
. is the apparent motive for this precipitate adoption of a mea- 
sure so serious, so infinitely important ? 
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The anderslgned can discover no other, than an aecownt, 
entirely destitute of authenticity, of a victory on the part 
of the Texans, which is now considered decisive. The 
undersigned has masons for believing it to have been expressly 
£xrged in Texas, perhaps for some determined object, or at 
least, to have been exaggerated w&th the same intention, to the 
venr confines of the ridiculous. 

The undersigned, however, goes farther, and^ supposing it 
tcven for a moment to be true to the full extent in which it is 
stated in some of the New Orleans newspapers^ that General 
-Santa Anna, from excess of ardor, or from one of those capri- 
ces of fOTtune, should have advanced farther than he ought, 
and should have been defeated and made prisoner: have 
General Houston's six hundred men nothing more to do? 
What has become of the other columns of the Mexican army, 
commanded by Generals Sesma, Urrea, Filasola, &c. ? It is 
said that they will also surrender, without firing a gun ; but is 
it yet known that they have surrendered ? and even if they 
should so far lose their senses as to yield to enemies who can- 
not attack them, can a nation of seven millions of inhabitants 
cot find men enough to oppose General Houston's six hun- 
dred ? The undersigned is not ignorant that the firiends of 
Texas have spread the rumor upon which depend all the hopes 
of the credulous, that General Santa Anna is ready to m4ke 
every sacrifice to recover his liberty. The undersigned, how- 
ever, places too much confidence in the genius and patriotism 
of General Santa Anna, to enter into the discuseicm of any 
thing so totally absurd. Moreover, if it is believed that the 
captive General exercises an influence so irresistible over the 
destinies tjf his country, what need is there of sp prematurely 
recognizing that which is so soon to take place ? 

The tmdersignetl appreciates too highly the institutions of 
the American people, and has too much respect for the inde- 
pendence inherent in every representative power, to pretend 
to make any remark or complaint respecting what has taken 
place in the Senate ; neither will he attempt to indicate any 
line of X50nduct to the Executive of sovereign and independent 
States. All that he proposes is, to call the attention of the 
President to a measure, which, if it be adopted, will clearly be 
a most material injury to the rights of Mexico, and will, more- 
over, be at variance with those principles which have hitherto 
guided these United States in the recognition of Governments 
de facto. Besides, considermg the question merely m diis 
pcnnt of view^ how can it be supposed that the Texans hxw9 
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(Hemonstrated their power of maintiuning their asserted inde- 
jpendence, whSathe Mexican troops actually occupy the whola 
territory moluded between the rivers San Jacinto and Las 
Nueces:? while no one knows where their fugitive Govenunent 
presides ? while, since the end of February, they have beei^ 
unable to conquer in a single engagement, except that of the 
Slst- April, the date of their supposed victory over one thou- 
sand Mexicans. 

The undersigned is too deeply interested in maintaining the 
Belations between his country and these United States, on the 
same footmg of friendship and mutual good feeling, on which 
Ihey have been since their establishment, to delay in submit-' 
ting these considerations to the Hon. John Forsyth, Secretary 
of State of these United States.; and he embraces this oppor- 
tunity to repeat to him the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZ A. 
To the Hon. J. Forsyth. 



<No. 55.) 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 

Defartment of State, 

Washington^ May 27, 1836. 

The undersigned. Secretary of State of the United States^ 
has had the honor to receive the letter of Mr. Gorostiza, 
Mmister Plenipotentiary and EnVoy Extraordinary of Mexico, 
of the 24th instant, calling the attention of the President of 
4he United States to a motion made in the Senate now in ses- 
sion, to refer the petitions of certain American citizens to the 
<!ommittee of Foreign Relations for examination, which as de- 
scribed by Mr. Gorostiza as the proposition of a member of that 
body regarding the recognition of the independence of Texas. 
The unden^gned lost no time in laying that communication 
before the President, and in doing so he presumes he has fill-' 
filled all the expectations of the Mexican Envoy Extraordinaiy 
and Minister Plenipotentiary. The correct view of our insti- 
'tutions taken by Mr. Grorostiza, and of the imdependenoe of 
every representative power, renders it unnecessary for ithe 
undersigned to detain him by the assignment of any reas(»i8' 
why tha occurrences in either House of Congress, or questions 
proposed or pending there, are considered so altogether 
domestic in their origin and character as not to be subjects of 
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didcussiou witli a foreign power. It is the duty of tlie Presi- 
dent to presume that what is right and just will be dpne by all 
tbe departments of the Government ; and any such discussion 
of matters exclusively before any distinct branch of it, "until 
a decision is made for which the Government is responsible, 
would be on his part both premature and disrespectful. 

The undersigned is instructed to assure Mr. Gorostiza that 
no decision on this question will be made by this Government 
which will not be founded on those mles and principles which 
have governed it in the disputes between Spain and the 
Spanish American States, and in those which have unhappily 
occurred between constituent members of those States them- 
selves. The Mexican Grovemment well knows what those 
rules and principles are, having uninterruptedly enjoyed far 
years the benefits of their practical application. When all 
the facts are known, and not before, upon a full, fair, and 
careful examination, having in view all the considerations that 
are due to the friendly obligations and amicable relations of 
the United States and Mexico, this Government will proceed 
to decide on that question, which Mr. Gorostiza has so truly- 
described as of vast importance in its immediate relations and 
in its inevitable results. 

The undersigned renews to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances 
of his very distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
His Excellency 

Senor Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, fee. fcc. 



(No. 56.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to JfeTr.i^or^y^A.— Translation. 

Legation Extraordinary of the 

Mexican Republic to the United States, 

Washington, July 9, 1836. 
Sir : Having been assured that some new commissbners 
of the (so called) Government of Texas, (Messrs. P. W. 
Grayson and James Collingsworth,) are about to arrive in this 
Federal city, and as they may, perhaps, in . order to give 
greater weight to their negotiation, bring forward some agree- 
mebt which General Santa Anna may have ccHicluded since 
he was made pi*isoner of w ar on the field of San Jacinto, I 
consider it my duty to communicate to you, Mr. Secretary of 
State, for your information, as it may not have as yet been 
seen by you, an official copy of the law promulgated on the 



106 

530th of May last, by the Mexican Congress : the third article 
of which precisely provides for this case, by declaring all such 
agreements void ab initio. 

I avail myself of this opportunity, Mr. Secretary of State, 
to renew to you the assurances of ray distinguished consi- 
deration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
Hon. John Forsi^th, Secretary of State. 

[translation of the law.] 
Department of War and Navy. — Central Section. 

Table ist. His Excellency the President ad interim of 
the Mexican Republic has been pleased to address to me the ' 
following decree : 

" The President ad interim of the Mexican Republic to 
the inhabitants — Be it known that the General Congress has 
decreed the following : 

" Article 1. The Government will excite the patriotism of 
the Mexicans, and will employ all the resources in its power to 
continue with vigor the war in Texas, until the national 
honor be estabhshed, the interests of the Republic be entirely 
secured, and the Uberty of the President General be obtained. 

'^ Article 2. The successful co-operation of any perscm, 
whether a citizen or a foreigner, in obtaining the Uberty of the 
said President, will be considered as a fhost distinguished 
service, which Congress will be careftil to reward appro- 
priately. 

" Article 3. The Government will fulfil the objects of the . 
first article, without regard to any stipulations which the Pre- 
sident may make or may have made while a prisoner ; such 
stipulations being null, void, and of no efiect. 

'' Article 4. The Government is authorized to ask fix)m the 
departments, one-fourth of the recruits which were to be fiir- 
nished by the old States, according to the law of August 
24th, 1824. 

" Article 5. The Government is in like manner authorized 
to establish recruiting stations at such points as it may judge 
proper ; making the necessary appropriations to that efiect, 
and substracting from the contingent of each department the 
recruits raised in its territory. 

^' Article 6. The capital of the Republic, and the townships 
within the limits a[ its federal district, will ilimish three hun- 
<lred recruits, chosen by lot, according to the regulation of 

14 
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1?67, so far as it has not been repealed. The persons tlnit 
•chosen may be exempted bom personal service, by presenting 
« proper substitute, or by paying fifty dollars to the recruiting 
fimd ; in either of which cases, they will receive their dis- 
«cbarge as if they liad served. 

" ANTONIO MONTOYA, PrtndmU 
'< Jose R. Malo and Rafael de Montalvo, Secretaries J** 

I therefore order it to be printed, publbhed, distributed, and 
carried into effect duly. 

Palace of the National Government in Mexico^ May 20, 1836« 

JOSE JUSTO CORRO. 

A Dn. Jose Maria Tornel. 

And I communicate it to you, that you may be informed of 
it and act accordingly. God end Liberty. 

Memco, May 20, 1836. TORNEL. 



(No. 57.) 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr, Gorostiza. 

Department of State, 

Washington^ I2th July^ 1836. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of the 9th instant, transmitting a copy of a law oi the 
Mexican Congress of the 20th of May last, declaring void any 
agreement General Santa Anna may have concluded since he 
was made a prisoner of war at the battle of San Jacinto. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servuit, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
His Excellency 

Senor Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza. 



(No. 58.) 

Mr, Gorostiza to Mr. JPor«y^A.— Translation. 

Philadelphia, July 21, 1836. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the Mexican Republic, has just read in the 
" Morning Courier and New York Enquirer," of yesterday, a 
paragraph copied fix)m the '^ Grand Gulf (Mississippi) Ad- 
vertiser," of the following tenor: — ^^ This mommg, more than 
'^ two hundred men, commanded by Colonel Wilson, and on 
^' their way to Texas, passed this place in the Tuskma, with 
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drums beating and fifes playing; they will be followed bj 
^^ three hundred more, all iifom Old Kentucky." 

If this statement be true, it will of itself offer a sad evidence 
«of what has been, uiifortunately, for some time indicated : 
namely, that some of the agents of the Federal Government 
in the States do not comply, as they should, with the express 
instructions of the Executive, in cases which might jeopardize 
its friendly relations and its neutrality with regai'd to Mexico ; 
the undersigned therefore considers it bii^ duty to call the at- 
tention of the honorable Mr. Forsylh, Secretary of State of 
-these United States, to the subject, being convinced that the 
requisite measures will be taken by the department under hb 
charge, for ascertaining the truth of the statement, for punish- 
ing ^ose who have infringed the laws, in ' case they should 
have been really infringed, and for remedying the evils which 
may otherwise ensue if it be not too late. 

It is certainly with the utmost regret that the undersigned 
finds himself obliged to prefer these com{>laints with regard to 
functionaries so respectable, and so worthy of the confidence 
of the Executive, as all its agents in the States undoubtedly 
are ; however, notwithstanding his hopes that he may be mis- 
taken, and although he is aware of the extravagance and ex- 
citement now prevailing, yet he cannot but be assured that much 
of what is now going on to the great injury of a fiiendly na- 
tion might have been prevented, if some of the agents of the 
Executive had acted conformably with the letter and spirit id 
'the orders which they received from it. Had they done so, 
how— -as in a thousand similar instances — could a flotilla of 
seven vessels, two of which were steamers, have been fitted 
out at Natchez, and many hundreds of volunteers embarked 
on board them ? How could this flotilla have remained for 
many days in New Orleans, for the completion of its prepara- 
tions, and have departed freely for Galvezton under the orders 
of General Green ? How could the Texan schooner Inde-' 
pendence. (as the Mobile and New Orleans papers state) have 
lately entered that port with Messrs. Collingsworth and Gray- 
son on board, as a vessel of war, and been saluted as such? 
How, in fine, could, the so-styled agencies of Texas have daily 
and publicly recruited men in all the cities <of the Union 
for that unfortunate country, and have armed and embarked 
them by companies? Could these things have been done 
without the knowledge of the Federal authorities, especially 
lof the officers of the respective •custom-houses ? And if ihey 
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know them, and tolerate them, do they not contravene the 
orders of their own Grovernment, reqdering its promises of no 
avail, and its engagements illusory ? 

The undersigned repeats, and repeats with equal sincerity 
and conviction, his persuasion of the excellent intentions of 
the American 'Government towards Mexico, and of its good 
faith in desii:ing and endeavoring to preserve the most strict 
neutrality in the unfortunate struggle now going on in Texas. 
The undersigned is therefore doubly afflicted by seeing that 
the indiscreet partiality, or the carelessness of some sulmltetti 
agents, at times render unavailing the dispositions and the 
finendly desires of the President of the Union. For the same 
reason, too, he has not hesitated to submit these circumstances 
to Mr. Forsyth, without fear of displeasing him by so ddng ; 
as he well knows the noble frankness of his character, and is 
certain that he will act upon them, (if he should find them well 
established and exact,) as no one can appreciate 'better than 
Mr. Forsyth their respective importance. 

The undersigned embraces this opportunity to renew to the 
honorable J. Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States, 
the assurances of his distinguished consideraticm. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. J. Forsyth, Secretary of State. 



(No. 59.) 

Mr. Dickim to Mr. Gorostiza. 

Department of State, 

Washington, July 26, 1836. 

The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United 
States^ has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note 
of Mr. Gorostiza, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the Mexican Republic, of the 21st instant. 

Instructions will be immecHately given, in compliance with 
Mr. Gorostiza's request, for inqtiiring into the truth of the 
statement which he has copied from the New York Courier 
and Enquirer, as to the men who passed Grand Gulf under 
Colonel Wilson, on then* way to Texas, and those who were 
to follow from Kentucky : and measures will be taken both to 
punish such of the persons concerned, as may have been en- 
gaged in violating the laws, and to prevent those violations 
which the statement alleges to be intended. 
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With respect to the doubts which Mr. Gorostiza lias eX' 
pressed as to the fidelity of some of tliose officers whose duty 
It is to prevent and bring to punishment violators of the laws 
for preserving' the neutrality of the United States, the under- 
signed has to remark, that if Mr. Gorostiza is acquainted with 
any instance of neglect of duty in this respect, on the part of 
those officers, it wiU be promptly mquired into, on being made 
known to the department. 

The undersigned renews to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances 
of his most distinguished consideration. 

ASBURY DICKINS. 
His Excellency 

Seiior Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, &c. 



(No. 60.) 
Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gaines. 

Department of State, 

Washington, July 27, 1836. 

Sir : The Mexican Minister has addressed a complaint to 
the department, founded upon the following paragrai5n of the 
New York Morning Courier and Enquirer, of the 20tn instant, 
copied fix)m the Grand Gulf (Mississippi) Advertiser: 

^' This morning more than two hundred men, commanded 
" by Colonel Wilson, and on their way to Texas, passed this 
" place in the Tuskina, with drums beating and fifes playing ; 
" they will be followed by three hundred more^ all fix)m old 
"Kentucky." ^ 

Though the men on board the Tuskina are not stated to 
have been armed, yet, if the other circumstances were as rep- 
resented, there would be ground ibr belief that the laws for 
the preservation of the neutrality of the United States have 
been violated. You will, therefore, inquire into this case, re- 
port the result to the department, and be vigilant in your en- 
deavor to prevent similar causes of complaint in fiiture. 
Whenever you shall be satisfied that tne laws have been vip- 
lated, it is expected that you will not hesitate to prosecute the 
offenders. I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

ASBURY DICKINS, acting Secreiary. 
Richard M. Gainbs, Esq. 

Attorney of the United States, Mississippi, Natchez. 
Same to United States Attorney for the district of Kentucky^ 

Frankfort. 




(iNo. 61.) 
Mr. Gorosiiza to Mr. Diclcins. — ^Translation^ 

Philadclphu, Jidy. 28, 1836*. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni-* 
potentiary of the Mexican Republici^ has the honor to state to- 
the Hon. Asbury Dickins, acting Secretary of State of these 
United States, that, by the o£Bcial correspondence just re- 
ceived from the packet vessel which arrived the day before 
yesterday at New York from Vera Cruz, he has been enabled- 
to assure himself that his Government, though not considering 
possible the event of the passage of the river Sabine by the 
troops of Gen. Gaines, had, however, viewed, and continued 
to view, that question precisely as it was regarded by the un-- 
dersigned from the first: that is to say, that if such passage* 
were effected, it would be a real violation of the Mexican ter-^ 
ritory, without provocation on the part of Mexico, and by no< 
means to be expected, considering the existing relations and 
the treaties of amity and limits by which Mexico and the- 
United States were bound. 

The undersigned says that his Government could not 
admit the possibility of the execution of the measure in ques- 
tion ; for, at the period indicated, many of the disagreeable 
consequences of the battle of San Jacinto had already been ex- 
perienced in Mexico: and, moreover, in addition to its unal^ 
terable conviction of the obvious justice of its claims in this 
case, the Government of the undersigned confided too far in 
the nobleness of character which distinguishes the American 
Government to believe that it would y^ by a movement of the 
troops of Gen. Gaines, render still more embarrassing the posi- 
tion into which a neighboring and friendly naticm had been 
momentarily placed by the results of that day of casual mis- 
fortune. 

The undersigned, for the same reasons, flattered himself- 
with the same idea ; and he was more and more confirmed in 
it as he learned that Gen. Gaines had undeceived himself re- 
specting the reports oran invasion by Indians, by which some 
" partizans of the Texans had without doubt endeavored to be- 
guile his good faith ; as he saw that &e General had informed 
the Governors of the four States by letters that he had no- 
longer any need of the corps of volunteers which he had re-- 
quested from them ; and finally, as he saw him remaining 
quietly at his encampment on the Sabine during the whole 
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fexioi of the retreat of the Meitican army to the Rio deF 
Norte. To this effect the undersigned was constantly inform- 
mg his Government^ as the events were occurring ; and he 
took the greater pleasure in so doing, as he saw in each of 
them a confirmation of ihe hopes held out to him by Mr. For- 
syth in his letter of the l^h of May last, where he says ^' that 
<' perhaps there would be no necessity for the said advance of 
** Gen. Gaines." 

Unfortunately, howevtt^ Geo. Graines now appears to have 
returned to a different opinion, according to his official des- 
patch of the 38th of June, extracted and published in the 
Globe of the 25th instant, in which he announces his intended 
invasion of the Mexican lerritbry, under the pretext that he 
has been informed of the nfurder of twa white men by some 
Caddo Indians, sixty or seventy miles beyond the known 
limits of the United States; as if Gen. Giunes had been com- 
missioifed to chastise all the excesses committed (if they have 
been conomitted) bv Indians against the whites, in territories 
which are not North American. 

The undersigned will however abstain, for the present, from 
any observations on thi^ pretext ; nor does he wish to.enter 
now into an examination of certain rumors of a con*espondence 
which is said to have passed between that General and the 
commander of the Texan forces, and which is not of a very' 
neutral character, if the statement of certain newspapers re- 
specting it be true; nor will he call the attention of Mr.' 
Uickins, at this time, to the very singular coincidence, that 
only when the Mexican troops are advancing in Texas these ' 
accounts of the excesses of Indians are invented or exaggerat- . 
ed, m order, without doubt, that they may reach the ears of 
Gen. Gaines. The undersigned might easily do all this, and 
he would do it, were he not afraid of therdby rendering the 
juresent note too long, and of diverting the attention of Mr. 
Dickins too much fix)m his other numerous occupations. He 
mU therefore limit himself at present to protesting again, iii> 
the name of his Government^ and in virtue of the instructioDS 
which he has lately received, against a measure so adverse to 
the rights and interests of Mexico, merely referring to his notbs 
to Mr. Forsyth of the 9th and I4th of M!ay,and soliciting most 
earnestly from the equity and the sense of right of the PteA^ 
dent of the United States the recall of the authorization given 
to Gen. Gainei^ to advance as far as Nacogdoches, because 
Nacogdoches is m the Mexk:an territory, and because G«dv 
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Gaines iiiay at any moment be led away by the interested 
representations of the enemies of Mexico, and may. unneces- 
sarily endanger the dearest interests of both countries. 

The undersigned at the same time entreats Mr. Dickins to 
submit the subject of this note to the President for his determi- 
nation with regard to it ; the undersigned is the more anxious 
that this determination should be favorable to what he con- 
siders the rights of Mexico, as he cannot but be aware that the 
continuance of his extraordinary mission to these United States 
is intimately connected with the eiSfects which that determina- 
tion may produce. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew 
to the Hon. Mr. Asbuiy Dickins, acting Siscretary of State of 
these United States, the assurances of his distinguished con- 
sideration. 

MANUEL E. PE GOROSTIZA. 

To the Hon. Asbury Dickins, acting Secretary of State. 



(No. 62.) 
Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza. 
Department of State, 

Washington \st August, 1836. 

The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United 
States, has had the honor to receive the note addressed U> 
him by Mr. Gorostiza, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the Mexican Republic, under date of the 
S8th ultimo, and will lay the same before the President. 

It is a matter of deep regret that the frank explanations^ 
made by the President's directions to Mr. Gorostiza, as to 
the object of the authority given to General Gaines for a 
temporary occupation of a position beyond the boundary 
actually possessed by the United States, and the assurances 
promptly offered at the same time, that such occupation, if 
made, should cease with the exigency which rendered it 
necessary, have failed to reccmcile the Mexican Groveroment 
to such contingency. 

The fact referred to by Mr. Gorostiza, of Greneral Gaines's 
having, on better information, or under a favorable change of 
circumstances, revoked the call which he had first made 
upon the Governors of the neighbouring States for militia, 
affi)rds evidence that he properly interprets th^ President's 
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directions, and justifies the belief that he will not advatice 
beyond the necessity of the occasion. 

, If General Craines has now repeated .his call, and entertains 
the intention of advancing to NUfOgdoches, unless he shall 
receive satisfactory assurances thalr&ie Indians on our border 
had no hand in the recent murders on the Navasota, it is due 
in candor to General Gaines to attribute these acts to a con- 
viction of their necessity ; and the undersigned is persuaded 
that Mr. Gorostiza will be satisfied, on reflection, that it is 
more reasonable to ascribe them to such a motive, than to 
charge upon General Gaines any of the mere pretexts hinted 
at in Mr. Gorostiza's note. 

Th6 undersigned hopes that General Gaines may find it 
unnecessary to make the contemplated advance ; but should 
it be otlierwise, he trusts that, when all circumstances con- 
nected with it shall be fully examined, it will be viewed in its 
true light, as a measure of necessity, entirely fiiendly in its 
character, and consistent with the rights of all parties ; and 
he sincerely hopes that it will be followed by none of the 
consequences which Mr. Gorostiza seems to apprehend. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to o£Fer to 
Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distinguished coif 
sideration. 

ASBURY DICKINS. 

His Excellency 
S^or Don Manuel Eduardo d£ Gorostiza, &c. be. &&c« 



(No. 63.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickms. — Translation* 

Philadelphia, August 2, 1836. 

. Manuel E. de Gorostiza presents his respects to Mr« 
Dickins, and, in consequence of what he had the honor to 
communicate to him m his note of the 28th of Jijily last| 
would be infinitely obliged to him for the information whether 
official despatches have been received in Washington Aqm 
Greneral Gaines, confirming the statement made in the New 
Orleans gazettes, of that General's having at length crossed 
tbe Sabine, entered into the Mexican territory^ and taken a 
aoBilion with his troops at Nacogdoches ? 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
15 
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(No. 64.) 

' M. Dickins to Mr. Gorosiiza. 

Washington, 4th 'August, IQ36. 

Mr. Dickins presents his respects to Mr. Gorostiza, and 
has the honor to state, that having applied to the War De*- 
partment for information to, enable him to answer the inquiry 
in Mr. Gorostiza's note of the 2d instant, Mr. Dickins learns 
that by the last despatches from General Gaines, dated 28th 
June, 1836, his head-quarters weje at Camp Sabine, and 
that this position is about twenty-five miles in a south-westerly 
direction from Fort Jesup, in the State of Louisiana. 

ASBURY DICKINS. 
His Excellency 

Senor Don Manuel Eduardo db Gorostiza, &lc. 



(No. 66.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins. — ^Translation. 

Philadelphia, August 4, 1836. 
« 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary of the Mexican Kepublic, has been informed, by 
the note which the honorable Asbury Dickins, acting Secre- 
tary of State of these United States, did him the honor to 
address to him on the 1st instant, that the contents of his own 
note, of the 28th of July last, should be submitted to the 
President for his determination with regard to the subject. 
The undersigned will therefore await this determination with 
anxiety, beitig, as he is every moment more and more con- 
vinced of its great importance, and of the powerful influence 
which it may and must exercise upon the future relations 
between the two countries, as well as upon their dearest hi- 
terests. 

It is, indeed, much to be lamented that the explanations 
given by order of the President respecting the possible acf- 
vance oi General Gaines as far as Nacogdoches, were not- of 
a nature which would have permitted the Government of the 
undersigned to reconcile itself to the idea of such a contin*- 
gency, without failing in its duty to itself, and sacrificing the 
rights and interests of the people whose afi[airs it directs. 
iSie Government of the undersigned would have been in- 
finitely gratified had they been of such a nature ; as it has 
certainly been most careful, ever since the commencement of 
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the unfortunate disturbances in Texas, to avoid every things 
on its own part which might possibly cause complaint or dis- 
content between the United States and Mexico. The very 
mission with which it honored the undersigned — a mission of 
amity and confidence in every respect— would have demon^ 
strated this, were there not numerous other proofs of it. But 
could the Government of the undersigned, however great 
may have been its confidence in the sincerity of the intentions 
of the American Government, when it saw the latter author^ 
izing one of its Generals to occupy a part of the Mexic^ai^ 
territory with his forces, at his own discretion, without the 
previous consent of, or any consultation with, Mexico, aod 
without any other excuse than his own consideration of its 
propriety-— could the Government of the undersigned, he 
repeats, look upon this authorization in any other light than 
as a menace of invasion — ^s a permission,. ad libitum, to vio- 
late its territory ? By what principle of public law can such 
a measure be defended ? By what treaty ? By the treaty of 
limits ? It was clear that, until the third article of that treaty 
was executed, both parties were bound to maintain the statu, 
quo. By thirty-third article of the treaty of amity and c<Mn- 
merce ? The obligations contracted in that article by the two 
Governments neither are nor can- be other than that each 
should prevent its respective Indians upon its ovm territory 
from committing hostilities against the territory of the friendly 
power. Had the right to invade the territories of each, other,- 
under pretext of mutual assistance^ been conceded, the stipur 
lation would certainly have the merit of novelty ; and it would 
likewise give to the first Mexican General who might reach 
the Sabine the right of taking a position at Natchitoches, or 
farther still on this side, in order to drive away the tribes of 
Indians who wander on the other side of the Mississippi, and 
who might have shown some intentions of entering Mexico* 
Would the Government of the United States consent to this ? 
If the Government of the undersigned regarded the ques- 
tion in this light, when it referred only to a possible ccmtin-^ 
gency, which was thought not likely to occur, how will it re- 
gard this same act, if it should be unfortunately consummated^ 
notwithstanding its own manifest repugnance, its repeated 
waimings, and it» anticipating protests ? Hence, the Govem-^ 
ment of the undersigned cannot yet persuade itself of the 
possibility of such a case, not only from its conviction of the 
justice of its own, cause, but likewise because it coi^des i» 
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the equity of the Government of the United Stafes^ as the- 
undersigned had already the honor to state to Mr. IKckins, i» 
his said note of the 28th ultimo. 

With regard to the allusions which Mr. Dickins seems to 
have discovered in the said note from the undersigned, to the 
conduct observed by General Gaines in these transactions^ the 
undersigned would regret exceedingly if any of them should 
have given grounds for supposmg that he did not folly estimate 
the character, knowledge, and services of that General. The 
undersigned is far from denying them ; and he only iinsh^d txy 
state fiunkly his opinion that Mr. Gaines has been actings 
perhaps without knowing it, under the influence of the friends^ 
of Texas, and of the Texans themselves ; and that his good 
faith was constantly beguiled. The undersigned, in advancing 
this proposition, has not relied merely upon his own judgment^ 
or on his own observations and information ; for, with regard 
to the occurrences of April and May, he has only repeated 
the opinions of the Governor of Louisiana upon the subjecty^ 
as may be seen in the oflicial diespatch of General Macomb 
to the Secretary of War of the 25ih of April, inserted in the 
Globe of the 16th of May ; and as to what took place lo- 
June and July, the undersigned know? certainly, among other 
things, that it was (Jeneral'Rusk who mformed General Gaines 
of the supposed movements of the Camanches; The under- 
signed supposes, also, that the military chief who gave notice 
to the latter General of the two assassinations on the Nav;asot»- 
cannot but belong to the army of Texas, as it appears that her 
was in command there. 

The imdersigned avails himself of this occasioa to renew 
to the honorable Mr. Asbury Dickins, acting Secretary of 
State of these United States, the assurances of his distinguished^ 
consideration. 

M. E. DE GOKOSTiZA. 

To the Hon. Asbury Dickins, 

Acting Secretary of State. • 



(No. 66.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to 3&.JDw:/cin5.— Translation. 

Philadclphia, August 10, 1836. 

The undersigned has the honor to address the Honorable' 
Asbury Dickins, acting Secretary of State of the United State»> 
ini ai^knowtedging the receipt of his informal note of the 4ib 



117 

tnst. ; lie at the same, time thanks him for hai^g taken the 
trouble, at the request of the undersigned, to cause inquiries 
to be made at the War Department, for the purpose of ascer- 
^ining the dates of the last despatches from General Qaipes, 
and the places whence they were dated. By the said note, 
the undersigned is informed that up to the 4th instant nothing 
else had been officially received on the subject, than Geoerd 
Craines's letter of the 28th of June, written at Camp Sabine ; 
and that, consequently, it was not then known at Washington, 
officially, that any detachment of his troops had crossed the 
•Sabine. 

As this unfortunate tnovement may, however, have been 
since effected, and as fresh despatches may at any moment 
arrive from General Gaines, announcing it, the undersigned 
solicits, and hopes that in such event, Mr. Dickins will have 
the kindness to communicate it to him as soon as possible. Mr. 
Dickins is no doubt sufficiently aware of the position of the 
^undersigned, not to be offended at this new request, nor to 
fe&se to accede to it ; in a matter of so serious a nature, the 
undersigned cannot give credit to any statements other than 
those which he receives through the department now under the 
tjharge of Mr. Dickins. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to repeat 
ito Mr. Dickins, the acting Secretary of State, the assurances 
of his most distinguished consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. Asbury Dickins, 

• Acting JSecretary of State of the United States. 
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Mr. Dickins to Mr. Qorostiza. 

Department of State, 

Washington, August 23, 1836. 

The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United 
States, has the honor to inform Mr^ Gorostiza, Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Mexican Repub- 
lic, incompliance with the reauest contained in his note of tb^ 
10th instant, that it appears, from a communication addressed 
to the undersigned by the Secretary of War, and dated 0|i 
the 22d instant, that up to 'that time no communications had 
been received at the department from General Gaines, showiiig 
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tbat any portion of the force under his command had crossed 
the Sabine river. 

The undersigned renews to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of 
his most distinguished consideration. 

ASRIJRY DICKINS. 
His Excellency 

Seiior Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, &c. &;c. 



(No. 68.) 
Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza. 

DsPABtMENT OF StATE, 

Washington, August 16, 1836. 

The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United 
States, has the honor to transmit to Mr. Gorostiza, Envoy Ex- 
traprdinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Mexican Re- 
public, a copy of a report from the District Attorney of 
Kentucky^ on the subject referred to in the nev^rspaper state- 
ment copied into Mr. Gorostiza's note of the 21st ult ; which 
report, it is presumed, will be found entirely satisfactory. 

The imdersigned embraces this opportunity to renew to 
Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distinguished con- 
aderation. ASBURY DICKINS. 

His Excellency 

Senor Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, ^c. he. 

(No. 69.) 

Mr, Sanders to Mr. Dickins. 

Frankfort, Kentucky, August 5, 1836. 

Sir: I have received your communication of the 27th 
ultimo, informing me ^^ that the Mexican Minister had addressed 
^' a complaint to the department, founded upon a publication 
"** made in tlie New York Courier and Enquirer, of the 520th 
** ultimo, copied from the Grand Gulf (Mississippi) Adver- 
" tiser, announcing the .passage by that place of two hundred 
" men, under the command of Col. Wilson, on their way to 
" Texas, on board a steamboat, * with drums beating and fifes 
" playing,' and suggesting that they will be followed by three 
" hundred more, aJl from old Kentucky ;'' suggesting there- 
from grounds for the belief that the laws for the preservation 
of the neutrality of the United States have been violated ; 
(directing me to inquire into this case, and report to the depart- 
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vneift the result ; and commanding Vigilance aa my part to 
' "endeavor to prevent similar causes of complaint. 

In answer thereto, allow me to inform you that I was per^ 
sonally acquainted with Col. Wilson, and some of hb fellow 
emigrants, and, in conversations with him and some of them^ 
they assured me that their object in Texas was emigration 
only ; that it was a new country, unimproved, lands cheapy 
and that greater inducements were held out to the emigrant 
in that, thaii any other country. 

There was no apparent movement by Col. Wilson cm: hfa 
associates, within my ksibwledge, exhibiting them as an armed 
force, or iin a position to authorize the inference cf their certain 
intent to violate the neutral relations of the United States with 
any foreign power. Nor did I perceive, or did any informa- 
tion come to my knowledge, upon which I could justly insti* 
Cute any legal proceedings against them. They organized 
themselves, and left the country, .ais emigrants ; and I biow of 
no authority under the laws of- the United States, which can 
prevent any man, or body df men, from emigrating whither 
they may choose. At this time, I have no knowledge or in- 
formation of any persons emlxxlying themselves for Texas in 
any character whatever. 

It may be remarked, that much excitement has prevailed 
with our population in consequence of the massacre of soiae 
Kentuckians in the late conflicts in Texas ; and publicaticms 
have been made, of a nature designed to cheer the Texans 
in their conflict for independence. Beyond this, I know of 
BO movement of men calculated to disturb our neutral rela- 
tions with Mexico. 

Should any thing tangible present itself on this subject, I 
ivill report the facts, and take all legal steps to arrest it. - 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

L. SANDERS, Jr., 
U. S. Att'y. for the Dis'ct. of Kyi 
TPo AsBUEY DiCKiNs, Esq., » 

Acting Sec. of the U. *S., Washington, 

s 

(No. 70.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. DicJcins. — ^Translation. 

Mexican Legation ExtIraordinart 

iJi THE U. S. OF America, 
Philadelphia, August 21, 1836. 

Sib : Although it may be presumed that the commander of 
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the Pensaoola station will have already taken energetic tnea- 
tores to protect American commerce against the risks with 
vriuch it is threatened by the blockade of the port of Mata- 
moras, lately so scandalously proclaimed by the individual who 
gives himself the title of the President of Texas, I still con- 
sider it my duly to call the attention of the department now 
under your charge to the illegality and the nature of this un- 
heard-of proceeding, in order that the. President of the United 
States may, at my solicitation, if he should think it just, as I 
do, order the vessels of war of this nation to pursue and oap- 
ture the armed Texans, who pretend to maintain this blockade, 
considering and treating them as pirates. 

My opinion on the subject is formed on a very simple rea- 
soning. No blockade can be maintained by any vessels except 
vessels of war; no vessel can be considered a vessel of war, 
unless it bear a commission to that effect, delivered by some 
competent authority, and it sail under an acknowledged flag. 
In order that an authority be competent to commission a vessel 
of war, it is indispensable that it be first acknowledged as an 
independent power ; in order that a flag be acknowledged, it 
is likewise indispensable that the existence of the nation re- 
presented by it should have been previously acknowledged. 
That Texas is not an independent power, in the eyes of other 
nations, it is easy to prove, inasmuch as no other naticm has 
treated on equal terms with its self-styled Grovemment ; and 
that its flag has not been yet recognised by any nation, is also 
obvious, because the fact of its existence as a nation has not 
been recognised. How, then, can Texas, without being an 
independent power, and without having any recognised flag, 
commission a vessel of war ? And if it cannot commission 
vessels of war, with what vessels can it blockade the port of . 
Matamoras, or any other port in the Mexican territory ? Cer- 
tainly with none. The armed vessels with which it qndeavors 
to blockade that port, not being vessels of war, cannot impede 
the free navigation of neutrals, much less seize and detain 
them, without committing acts ojf piracy. Their very presence 
in those ports is a crime of that nature, ,as it is well known, 
fix)m the declaration of their (so styled) President, that they 
went there with his orders to commit such acts against the 
commerce of all nations. Now, it is evident that the acts 
attempted or committed at sea, which are generally injurious, 
acquire, from that circumstance alone, the character of general 
piracy; and consequently, that the perpetrators of such acts 
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are, and can be, no other dian ha$iei humani generis — Enemies 
of the human race. Such is the doctrine of all writers cm 
national law, the universal practice, and the opinion of the 
celebrated Judge Marshall, as appears in the speech delivered 
by him, in the House of Representatives, in the case of Tho- 
mas Nash, aKas Jonathan Robbins. 

Be pleased, Mr. Acting Secretary of State of these United 
States, to suknit what I have here stated to the knowledge of 
the President, and to accept the assuituices of my distinguished 
consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. A. Digkims, 

Acting Secretary of State, 



* (No. -71.) 
lilb'. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 

Depahtmcnt of State, 

Washingtony August 31, 1886. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
has the honor to inform Mr. Gorostiza, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Mimster Plenipotentiary of the Mexican Republic, in 
rsmswer to his note of the 21st instant, that the President, fore- 
seeing the risks to which the commerce of the United States 
might be exposed in the Gulf of Mexico, has already given 
the necessary directions for its protection. 

In respect to the civil war now carrying on between the 
Mexican Republic and Texas, the United States have adopted, 
as Mr. Gorostiza is fully aware, the same course of strict neu- 
trality that was pursued by them during the wars of the same 
character which were carried on between Spain and her Ame- 
rican colonies. The measure which Mr. Gorostiza proposes, 
vould be altogether inconsistent with that policy. Neveathe- 
less, tlie undersigned will take a proper opportunity to lay Mr. 
Gorostiza's note before the President. 

The undersigned avails himsel/ of this occasion to renew 
to Mr.. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH, 
[fis Excellency 

Senor Don Mamusl Edhasdo de Gorostiza, &c. 
16 . 
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(Nq.72.) 

Mr. GorosHza to Mr. Dickim. — ^Translatioii. 

Philadelphia, Augiut 96, 1836. 

The undersigned has learned with great satisftction, boat 
the informal note addressed to him on the 23d inst. \y the 
Hon. Asbury Dickins, acting Secretary of State of the United 
States, that the Secretary of War had not received any despatch 
pr notification of the reported passage of the Sabine by Genend 
Gaines as late as the 22d instant, inclusive. 

The undersigned is the more gratified by receiving this m- 
formation from Mr. Dickins, as fiom the contents of a letter 
published yesterday in the Globe, which he takes the liber^ 
to enclose to Mr. Dickins, there was real cause for apprehend- 
ing that this movement, so important and disastrous, had been 
actually efifected. On comparing the dates, however, the un- 
dersigned now begins to entertain strong hopes that the said 
letter may be one of the many fabrications with which the 
newspapers daily regale their readers. 

The undersigned repeats to Mr. Dickins the request with 
which his note of the 10th instant terminates, and avails him- 
self of this opportunity to renew to him the assurances of his 
most distinguished consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. A. Dickins, Acting Secretary of Skate. 

[enclosure in the above.] 

From the Free Trader, August, 5. 

The following communication was handed us this morning 
by William Parker, Elsq., of this city, who has just returned 
from Texas : 

Natchez, August 4, 1836. 

Dear Sir : I left Nacogdoches on Saturday morning, the 
5J3d ult. Previous to my leaving there, four companies of 
United States troops, (dragoons,) fi*om Fort Towson, had 
arrived ; six companies of infantry would be in Nacogdoches 
the next day ; making in all ten companies. 

General Graines thinks with this force he will be able to keep 
the Indians quiet. I think it doubtful, and should not be sur- 
prised if the Sabine should be the seat of an Indian war. 

'Many rumors are afloat as regards the Indians' intentions. 
One thing is certain^, Bowles, the Cherokee chief, is determined 
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to obey the commands of the Mexicans. He says he is a 
colonel in the Mexican army, and will obey their orders. 
Speaking of the United .States sending troops across the Sabine, 
he says that General Gaines dares not cross the Sabine ; that 
he, Bowles, knows the treaty as well as General Gaines does. 
If, however, Bowles falls into the hands of General Gaines, 
I thmk he will Jacksonize him a little — at least, hang him up 
to dry. 

The day previous to my leaving, four companies left Nacog- 
doches for the Texan army ; two of horse iix)m Red river, and 
two of infantry from Kentucky. Judging from their appear- 
ance, I think they intend to play the game out. They were all 
well armed and equipped. 

Two gentlemen came in from the army previous to my 
leavmg, bringing the news that the commanding General, 
Lamar, had sent two companies for Santa Anna, to bribg him 
to head quarters, as they say, to try him for his life. The 
general opinion is, that it is to keep him safe. 
' ' Genersd Houston has written to the commanding General, 
protesting against this proceeding, and states as a reason, that 
they had entered into a treaty with Santa Anna ; that this 
treaty has been sent to the city of Mexico ; that commissioners 
have also been sent to the President of the United States, 
neither of whom has as yet been heard from ; and that he 
thinks, in justice to Santa Anna, they ought to wait their de- 
cision. The report of Santa Anna bemg in irons is not true. 

Previous to these gentlemen leaving, there appeared to be 
some misunderstandbg as to the btentions of the Cabinet in 
appointing Lamar to the command, not knowing their views; 
whether he was to be commander-in-chief, or pro tern. In 
order to put the question at rest, they took the vote. On 
counting the votes there were nineteen hundred for Houston, 
and three hundred for Lamar. I have seen many men from 
the army while there, friends of Houston, as well as enemies, 
and they all agree that Houston is the commander, and that 
no other man could g^t the command ; and the more intelli- 
gent say that it was never Burnet's intention that any man 
should supersede Houston. 

The Texan army is at Victoria, on the Warloope. The 
Mexican army is in the neighborhood of Matamoras, three 
hundred miles from the Texan army. I spent some time with 
General Houston: his wound is healing. Dr. Brian, his 
attending physician, speaks of the wound- as if it was well, 
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and says that the General is in better health pow than lie lunt 
been for two years befiMre. He is in fipe spirits, and infonned 
me that he would start for the army in about three weeks. 

I stopped at Gaines's camp a few hours. The General in- 
formed me he expected volunteers immediately from Mifsif- 
sippi, Louisiana, Alabama and Tennessee. ' 

(No. 73.) 
Mr. Fdnyth to Mr. Oorostiza. 
Depabtmbnt or State, 
Washtngtany 3lst Avgust^ 1836L 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States;, 
referring to the notes addressed to the Department by ]ilr« 
Gorostiza, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiarv 
of the Mexioan Republic, on the 28th ult. and 4th mst., rela<* 
live to the instructions given to General Gaines for the defence 
of the frontier between the United States and Texas, has now 
the honor to transmit a copy of a letter from the President of 
the United States to the Grovemor of Tennessee, dated (cm 
the 6tb Inst., disapproving the requisition of General Gaimw 
for a militia force. It is not doubted that it will be ^itjrel^ 
satisfactory to Mr. Gorostiza and to the Mexican Government* 

The undersigned requests that Mr. Goiostiza will transmit 
to his Government a copy of the President's letter, which it 
is hoped will render unnecessary any other answer to Mr. 
Gorostiza's two notes above mentioned. 

The undersigned avails himself of thb occasion to renew 
to Mr. Gorostiza the asi^urances of his most distinguished con-r 
sideration. JOHN FORSYTH. 

His Excellency 

Senor Don Manuel Eduabdo de Gorostiza. 

P. S. The receipt of a manuscript copy of the President'^ 
letter having been casually prevented, the Secretary of Sute 
is under the necessity of transmitting a newspaper copy:, 
^hich, however, he believes to be entirely correct. 

[enclosure.] 

The President of ihe United States to the Governor of 

Tennessee. 

Her9|ita()^i:, Avigust 5, 1836. 

Sik: I have received your jlettafs of the ^}9th ult., and tisf 
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4th instant, accompanied by the copies of communications' 
which were addressed lo you dli the 4th of May and lsi§th of 
July by the Secretary of War, and also accompanied by your 
proclamation of the 20th, founded on the requisition made by 
General Gaines, bearing date the 28th of June last. The 
documents referred to in the communication to you of the 
25th ulu from the War Department, have not yet been 
received. 

The obligations of our treaty with Mexico, as well as the 
general principles which govern tmr intercourse with foreign 
powers, require tis to mainta'm a strict neutrality in the contest 
which now agitates a part of that Republic. So long as Mexic6 
fiilfils her dutiel^ to us as they are defined by the treaty, and 
violates none of the rights which are secured by it to our citi- 
zens, any act on the part of the Government of the United 
States which would tend to foster a spirit of resistance lo her 
Grovemment and laws, whatever may be their character or 
form, when administered within her own limits and jurisdiction, 
would b6 unauthorized and highly improper. A scrupulous 
sense of these obligations has prevented me thus far from 
doing any thing which can authorize the suspicion that our 
Government is unmindful of diem, and I hope to be equally 
cautious and circumspect in all my friture conduct. It is in 
reference to these obligations that the requisition of General 
Gaines in the present instance must be considered ; and unless 
there is a stronger necessity for it, should not be sanctioned. 
Should this necessity not be manifest, when it is well known 
that the disposition to befriend the Texans is a common feel- 
ing with the citizens of the United States, it is obvious that 
&at requisition may frimish a reason to Mexico for supposing 
tiiat the Government of the United States may be induced 
by inadequate causes to overstep the lines of the neutrality 
which it professes to maintain. 

' Before I left Washington, General Gaines intimated to the 
Department of War that some indications of hostilities from 
the Indians on our western frontier bad been made, and that if 
it became necessary he should make a call for the militia. He 
had also infon^ed the department of his ill health, and asked 
for a furlough to enable hun to visit the White Sulphur Springs. 
I directed the Secretary of War to grant him die furlough, 
and to mform him of the apportionment which had been imde 
of the 10,000 militia under the volunteer act, and if the 
fUti^t^wy ^slibuld arise which vmsld make it necessary to i 
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crease the force under his command, that a thousand volunteerd* 
in Arkansas, and another in IVRssouri, raised agreeably to this 
act, would be enrolled and held ready for the service. 

This force, aided by the portions of the dragoon regiments 
that would be staticHied in that quarter, and those of the regu-^ 
lar army already there, was deemed amply sufficient for the 
protection of the frontier near the Indians referred to. There 
are no reasons set forth in the requisition which the General' 
has since made upon you, to justify the belief that the force 
above enumerated will be insufficient, and I cannot therefore 
sanction it at the present time. To sanction that requisition 
for the reasons which accompany it, would warrant the belief 
that it was done to aid Texas, and not from a desire to prevent 
an infringement of our territorial or national rights. 

I deeply regret that the Tennessee volunteers, whose prowess 
and patriotism are displayed so promptly on all occasions that 
threaten the peace or safety of their beloved country, have 
been called out on this occasion without proper consideration. 
They can for the present only be mustered into the service 
and discharged. If there are funds appropriated out of which 
they can bo paid, an order to this effect will be given. 

The ten thousand volunteers authorized under the late act 
of Congress, are intended for one year's service, and must 
be employed to meet all necessary cajls for the defence of 
our frontier borders. Should the occasion arise for a greater 
number on the western frontier, the call will be made on Ohio,, 
Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois. There is, however, no in- 
formation to justify the apprehension of hostilities to any seri- 
ous extent from the western Indians, Should a necessity 
arise, the brigade fiDm East Tennessee will be ordered to the 
w^estern frontier as soon as their services can be dispensed with 
where they are now employed. 

I would barely add further, that the authority given you by 
the order of the 4th of May having been satisfied, by yielding 
to the requisition of General Gaines, a new authority from the 
Department of War was necessary to authorize you to comply 
with that of the 28th of June. * 

The Government of the United States having adopted^ in 
l^gpord to Mexico and Texas, the sameruleof neutrality which 
hid been observed in all similar cases before, it was not to 
Kive been expected that General Gaines should have based 
1^ requisition for additional military force on reasons plainly 
inooAMtent with the obligations of that rule. Should Mexico 
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insult our national flag, invade our territory, or interrupt oar 
citizens in the lawiiil pursuits whicii are guarantied to them 
by the treaty, then the Government will pioniptly repel the 
insult, and take speedy reparation for tlie injury. But it does 
not seem that offences of this character have been committed 
by Mexico, or were believed to have been by General Gaines. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
His Excellency N. Cannon, 

Governor of Tennessee. , 

P. S. Before closing this letter, the documents referred 
to by the acting Secretary of War as having been transmitted 
to me, have been received. 

W^AR Department, July 25, 1836. 

Sir : Major General Gaines has apprized this Department 
that he has made a requisition upon your Excellency for a 
regiment of mounted gunmen for the service of the United 
States. 

Copies of the despat6hes received from, General Gaines 
have been transmitted to the President of the United States, 
who will issue such orders upon them as he may think circum- 
stances require. Meantime, I have the honor to inform you, 
that in order to prevent any inconvenience or delay in the 
event of the confirmation of General Gaines's requisition by 
the President, a disbursing officer will be ordered to proceed 
to the State of Tennessee with the necessary funds. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

C. A. HARRIS, 
Acting Secretary of War. 
His Excellency Newton Cannon, 

Governor of Tennessee. 



(No. 74.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr* Forsyth. — ^Translation. 

Philadelphia, S&ptember 3, 1836. 

The undei-signed was so immediately convinced of the im- 
portance of the document to wl}ich the Secretary of State 
refers in hi? note of the 31st of August, that he had, already 
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on the 19th of that mcHith^ transmitted a copy of it to hif 
Grovemment. By this means, its contents will soon be known 
in Mexico and the Government of the undersigned may then 
be enabled to estimate fully the purity of the intematkxial 
doctrine there laid down by the President of the United 
States, and the justice with which he applies this doctrine in 
the present emergency. Even without this [exposition of 
international doctrine,] the mere fact of the President's having 
disapproved the requisition of General Gaines would of itself 
suffice, in the opinion of the undersigned, to cause its announce-' 
ment to be received with peculiar satisfaction in Mexico, as 
the assembling of so many American troops on the very fron- 
tiers of Texas, although it would be perfectly legal so long as 
confined to the known limits of the United States, could not 
but in time occasion displeasure and alarm with regard to the 
possible consequences. Of the latter, none would have been 
more probable than the organization of a system of progressive 
desertion, in favor of the Texans, and by means of their 
agents. Who can deny the possibility of such £L case, if he 
for a moment consider the excitement of the period, and the 
opportunity afforded by localities? But although the spirit 
and the words of the President's letter to the Governor of 
Tennessee be praiseworthy, apd may be attended with benr 
eficial effects with regard to the future maintenance of a 
position and strict neutrality on the part of the United States^ 
during the disturbances in Texas, yet the undersigned regrets 
exceedingly that he must dissent from the opinion expressed 
by Mr. Forsyth at the end of his said note of the 31st 
ultimo. For, in or^er that the Department of State should 
not consider it necessary to answer the notes of the under- 
signed, dated the 28th of July and the 4th of August, there 
must be some paragraph in the said letter of the President's 
which would serve as a reply to the question urged in those 
notes ; and the undersigned, though he was anxious to find 
such a paragraph, has been unable to do so. It is true that 
the President there disapproves the requisition made by Gen- 
eral Gaines on the 28th of June, and of the reasons on which 
it was based ; and that he likewise disapproves th« conduct 
of the Governor of Tennessee, in considering the order of 
the War Department of the 4tn of May still in force. But 
is it also to 'be understood that the President withdraws, or 
vrill withdraw, from General Ghunes, tlie auth(»ization wUeb 
he had given to him on the 25tfa of April; and had cosfinneil 
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on the 1 1th of July, to advance with his troops as far as Na- 
cogdoches ? If Mr. Forsyth can answer the undersigned b 
the affirmative, he will be fully satisfied, and wiU, in fact, 
acknowledge that there is no need of Mr. Forsyth's again 
occupying himself with those notes. , 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to 
renew to the honorable Mr. John Forsyth, Secretary of State 
of these United States, the assurances of his distinguished 
consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Honorable John Fqrsyth, Secretary of State. 



(No. 75.) 
Mr, Gorostiza to Mr. -Poray^A.— Translation* 

Philadelphia, September 9, 1836. 

The undeisigned, from what he reads in various ne%vspii* 
pers, has cause to fear that General Dunlap is engaged in 
enlisting a considerable number of volunteers in Tennessee, 
who are to march to Texas under his orders. The Vicksburg 
Register goes so far as to state that their number already 
Amounts to three thousand, and that they are all armed, 
having been previously intended for the war in Florida. It 
IS likewise addied, that they are on the eve of departure for 
that destination. Although the undersigned believes that thJs 
sdmdalous proceeding, if certain, will have attracted the at- 
tention of the District Attorney of that district, he nevertheless 
thmks proper to denounce it to the honorable John Forsyth, 
Secretary of State of these United States, in order that it 
may be verified, opposed, and chastised according to the laws. 

The undersigned has no doubt that Mr. Forsjrth will act 
with the utmost promptitude in an affair which is of such mag- 
intude, and which, if prosecuted to the end proposed, will be 
so entirely at variance with the principles of neutrality adopt- 
ed by the Government of these United States. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occtoion to renew 
to the honorable John Forsyth, the Secretary of State of 
these United States, the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
The ffon. John Forsyth^s Secretary of State. 

17 
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(No. 76.) 
Mr, Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 

Department of Stati:, 
fVashington, September 16, 18361 

The undersized, Secretary of State of the United States^ 
has had the honor to receive the note of Mr. Gorostizai- 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
Mexican Republic, dated the 9th instant^ relative to a large 
body of armed volunteers enlisting in Tennessee, under the 
command of General Dunlap, who, as Mr. Gorostiza learns 
from the newspapers, are about to march for Texas. 

The attention of the District Attorney for Tennessee has 
already been specially directed to the execution of the laws- 
for preserving the neutral relations of the United States ; and 
no sufficient ground is perceived in the newspaper reports 
referred to by Mr. Gorostiza, for further instructions on the 
subject. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to transmit 
a copy of a letter just received from the agent of the District 
Attorney of Mississippi, who was instructed to inquirer into 
the proceedings brought to the notice of the department by 
Mr. Gorostiza ; also upon newspaper information, in his note 
of the 21st of July last. By this letter, and that of the District 
Attorney of Kentucky, on the same subject, transmitted ta 
Mr. Gt)rostiza on the 16th ultimo, it will be perceived that^ 
the United States officers are vigilant in the discharge of their 
duty, and that newspaper reports are not in themselves safe 
grounds for official interference. 

The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr. Gorostiza 
the assurance of his high consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
His Excellency, 

Seiior Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, &c. 

(No. 77.) 
Mr. Addison to Mr. Forsyth. 

Natchez, August 20, 1836. 

Sir : By the last mail I received a communication addressed' 
by Asbury Dickins, Esq., acting Secretary, to R. M. Gaines^ 
Esq., United States Pistrict Attorney for this district, inform- 
ing him that the Mexican Minister had made a complaint top 



I3l 

the Department of State, on the subject of an artnamefit 
equipped for Texas, as reported in the Grand Gulf Advertiser. 
Being connected in the practice of the law with Mr. Gaines, 
and requested by him to attend to all communications directed 
to him in his absence, it becomes my duty to inform you that 
Mr. Gaines, on account of ill health, was compelled vto leave 
home about the 20th of June last, having committed the 
duties of his office to my care in his absence. In reply to 
the communication of Mr. Dickins, I have to state, that no 
information of such an armament, as described, has been 
received by me, either before or since the departure of Mr. 
Gaines ; and further, that no infprmation of any other arma- 
ment fitted out for Texasj of a character to justify proceedings 
under the laws for the preservation of the neutrality of the 
United States, has been received, except, perhaps, hi case of 
Felix Huston, Esq., in which Mr. Gaines, after using great 
exertions to procure a warrant, failed to do so. If any evi- 
dence can be procured on either of these cases, it will be 
presented to the grand jury at the next sitting of the United 
States District Court. Vigilance also will be used to prevent 
any future infraction of our neutrality Jn this district. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. E. ADDISON. 
For R. M* GAINES, U. S. District Attorney. 
The Honorable John Forsyth, 

Secretary of State of the United States* 



(No. 78.) 

Mr. Gotostiza to Mr. Forsyth, — Translation. 

Legation Extraordinary of Mexico 

IN THE United States of America, 

Philadelphia, September 10, 1836. 

After reading the letter from Nacogdoches, dated the 4th of 
August, which appeared in the National Intelligencer of yester- 
day, I can have but little doubt that the Mexican territory has 
been already unfortunately violated by the United States troops; 
especially as the contents of that letter only confirm the state- 
ments to the same effect, made in others which have been re- 
ceived at Philadelphia, and which, as I learn, were written ^t 
Nacogdoches on the 16th and 20th of July. That published 
in the Globe of the 25th ult., and which 1 sent to the Depart- 
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ment ofStatewithmynoteof the 26th, \vas, if I mbtake nof^ 
dated the 23cl [of July]. 

It appears, therefore, that the first troops which mvaded 
and occupied Nacogdoches were three or four companies of 
dragoons, who were previously in Arkansas, and had no neecf 
of passing the Sabine in order to reach that place ; and that 
they were afterwards reinforced by some companies of infantry^ 
which had formed part of the force of Gen. Gaines's encamp- 
ment. If this be certain, and if the War Department has notf 
received despatches. from that General on t^e subject, there- 
must necessarily have been a miscarriage of its correspondence. 

However that may be, you, Mr. Secretary of State, must 
know that I have now more cause than ever to be anxious for 
a reply to my notes of the 28th of July and the 4th of August*. 
TTie resohition of the President will, in my opinion,- determine 
the character of the relations which are to exist immediately 
thenceforward between the two countries ; and should tfaatf 
resolution be, contrary to all my expectations, adverse to the 
rights of Mexico, it will also necessarily determine as to the* 
existence of a mission, by which I am so highly honored. 

I repeat, however, that I do not anticipate this. The Ian-- 
guage used by the President in his letter of the 6th of August,- 
to the Governor of Tennessee, is so fi'ank, generous, and* 
friendly towards Mexico, and the principles therein pifofessed 
by him are so exact and equitable, that it would certainly be 
a gratuitous injury to his feelings to suppose, for a single 
instant, that on an occasion a thousand times more important 
than that, he could think and act in a different manner. Far 
be it from me to entertain such an idea ; if at that period, and 
when a measure was in contemplation which could only give' 
rise to suspicions of partiality towards the Texans, the Presi- 
dent of the United States hastened to disapprove of it,.in con-^ 
sideration of the treaties by which obligations were entered 
into with Mexico, and because Mexico had up to that period 
failed in no respect in the observance of those engagements^ 
with so much the more confidence may it now be expected 
that the President will recall fix)ra Nacogdoches the troops 
which have violated the Mexican territory, m opposition toalT 
the principles of international right, and that he will withdraw 
from General Graines a dangerous power, which, especially in 
his hands, cannot but be productive of evil to the two Repub^ 
lies. This, sir, as I conceive, was your judgment, when in 
sending me, on the 31st of August, a copy of the President'^ 
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letter, you assured me that its contents were a sufficient reply 
to the notes mentioned above ; and your opinion, sir, is now, 
as ever, of great importance in my eyes. 

I embrace this opportunity to repeat to you, sir, the assur- 
<ances of my very distinguished consideration. 

M.E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. John Forsyth, Secretary of State. 



(No. 79.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr; Forsyth. — Translation. 

. Philadelphia, September 12, 1836. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary of the Mexican Republic, has the boiior to address 
the Hon. John Forsyth, Secretary of State of these United 
States, in order to complain, in the name of his Government, 
of the arbitrary conduct of the collector of the custom-house 
of New York, in admitting, as he has, what is called the Texan 
ilag of war into that port ; and to protest, in consequence, 
against this proceeding, and the ejSTects which may arise frona 
it, as he considers the whole occurrence most injurious to the^ 
Jights of Mexico, and manifestly at variance with the very 
principles which the United States have professed, and on 
which they have acted in similar cases. 

The circumstances of the affair were these : On the 1st day 
of this month, an armed schooner, under what is called the 
Texan flag, anchored in the port of New York ; on the same 
"day, the Mexican consul wrote to the District Attorney, soli- 
citing that the vessel might be seized, and that prosecution 
might be commenced against her without delay, according to 
law ; it being evident that, as her character of an armed vessel 
"was not protected by a flag previously recognised ^by the 
United States, she had acquired, from the fact of entering a 
foreign port armed, the indisputable character of a pirate. 
The District Attorney answered the consul by a letter, of 
which the Secretary of State will find a copy (A) annexed to 
this note. He will there see, that the principal question re- 
specting the nature of the flag, is entirely, though in courteous 
^erms, set aside ; and that the Attorney speaks and acts merely 
with reference to general rules, which have no beiaring on an 
t€xceptiye case. In the mean time, the schooner, encouraged 
•by this impunity, entered farther into the port on the 2d instant, 
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anchored near the Casde Garden, saluted the town, and was 
in turn saluted by a volunteer company, (whethier by or with- 
out the order of any military authority is not known ;) after 
which her officers and men landed with uniforms, arms, &;c. 
Tli'^ consul communicated to the undersigned all that had oc- 
curred ; upon which the undersigned ordered him to ask the 
collector of that custom-house whether the Texan armed 
schooner Brutus was really a vessel of war, or an armed 
merchant vessel ; on what grounds the custom-house had per- 
mitted her to enter ; and why it recognised her flag, although 
that flag had not been recognised by the United States. The 
consul did so, and in the annexed copy (B) the Secretary of 
State may see the strange reply — to call it by no less gentle a 
name — which was received from the said collector ; to use a 
proverbial English phrase, it speaks volumes. The under- 
signed will take the liberty of cursorily reviewing this answer. 
The collector begins to tell the consul that the schooner is 
a national vessel, and that her commander has exhibited a 
commission as such from the President of the Republic of 
Texas. A national vessel ! Who is the collector of the 
custom-house of New York, that he should thus declare to be 
national a vessel belonging to what is called a nation, but is 
not a nation in any of its relations with the Government or citi- 
zens of the United States ? He doubtless meant to say that 
she was a vessel of war, as he partly shows in his allusion to 
the commission delivered by the President of the Republic 
of Texas. But who is the l^resident of Texas ? What is 
the Republic of Texas ? In what document has the collector 
of the custom-house of New York read that the United States 
have as yet recognised either the President or the Republic 
even as existing ? In what case has he seen his own Govern- 
ment applying to them the names by which he calls them ? 
And even though all this may have been, how is the collector 
assured that the commission is a true one ? How does he 
know that it is sufficient to establish the national character of 
the vessel? Has he learned whether other conditions may not 
be necessary, from any navigation act made by the Texans, if 
any such act have been made in Texas ? Has he ascertained 
the origin of the crew, and the number of Texans in it ? 
Has he inquired where the vessel was built, and whether, in 
case it should have been built in the United States, it be or 
be not entitled to enter a port in those States as a belligerant ? 
If none of these conditions should, in the opinion of the col' 
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lector of the New York custom-house, be required, in order 
that a vessel which is not recognised may enter armed into 
that port, it is difficult to see why all the pirates in the world 
do not take refuge there. None of them could certainly be 
without a sheet of paper to write a commission on, or a strip 
of bunting for a flag. 

The collector next tells the consul, that, havino; received no 
ordeis from his Government to interdict the entrance of the 
vessels of the Republic of Texas into that district, he did not 
feel himself authorized to prevent the Brutus from entering, 
or to molest her afterwards, so long as she did not violate the 
laws of the country. Now, as he had received no orders to 
admit Texan vessels, why did he not wait for such orders ? 
Does not silence on such a subject say enough ? Could he 
have supposed that his Government would have tacitly dele- 
gated to a subaltern authority the important faculty of detei^ 
mining at what period a flag, not hitherto recognised by any 
nation, might be displayed in a port of the United States, 
without inconvenience to them or offence to some other power ? 
How—- repeats the undersigned— <jould the collector of the 
custom-house of New York have imagined that, if the inde- 
pendence of Texas were to be recognised, the first step to- 
wards its recognition would be left entirely at his discretion, 
and to be made whenever he pleased ? 

The collector then states, that it has been the practice in 
the port of New York to treat with respect' and courtesy the 
flags of those nations which have declared themselves inde- 
pendent, and maintained their independence against the aur- 
thority of the country from which they have seceded. This 
is all well, provided it has been so previously determined by the 
Executive, and not merely by the collector of a custom-house. 
In order to arrive at such a result, an Executive would, 
from respect for itself, have first weighed carefully the 
merits of the case, and have examined previous circumstances 
and engagements ; while the collector of the custom-house 
might act improperly in so serious a matter, either from weak- 
ness, or from ignorance, or from being notoriously identified in 
his opinions and his interests with those who display -the new 
flag. 

Finally,, the collector tells the consul, that the armed vessels 
of Texas have been for some months past admitted in New 
Orleans, without any opposition on the part of that custom- 
house, and without any complaint, so far as he had been ad- 
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vised, on the part of the Mexican consul residing there. Those 
who have told the collector so, deceived him ; and the best 
reply to his last assertion, which destroys also the whole value 
of the precedent attempted to be established, is to be found in 
the subjoined copy (C) of. a communication from the Mexican 
consul at New Orleans himself, to the acting Secretary of Re- 
lations of Mexico. In that communication, the Secretary of 
State will see that the consul did perform his duty, by address- 
ing the collector of the custom-house directly, in order to 
inquire under what flag he had admitted the first Texan armed 
vessel which entered that port on the 1st of January of this 
year. The Secretary of State will also see in the same docu- 
ment, that the only answer received from the collector was* the 
declaration, given indirectly, that he had determined not to 
answer the consul at all. Now what more could the poor 
consul do, when he was thus not even allowed to obtam evi- 
dence of the fact on which his first complaint was to be based ? 
Or what was the use of addressing his complaints in the sub- 
sequent cases to a collector who had already adopted the mag- 
nanimous resolution of giving no answer to any question which 
might be put to him. 

Such, then, so futile and so partial were the reasons by 
which the collector of the New York custom-house has been 
guided on this occasion. The undersigned, after this expo- 
sure of them, has no doubt that the President of the United 
States will view them in the same light, and that he will adopt, 
without delay, such measures as he may judge most efficacious 
for manifesting his entire disapprobation of the 6fficial acts of 
that individual. 

With regard to the principles by which the United States 
have hitherto been always governed in similar cases, they are 
those, so obvious and so well known, which are clearly laid 
down in the first paragraph of the President's celebrated mes- 
sage of March 8, 1822. Mr. Monroe, there, in speaking of 
the Spanish provinces which had seceded from the mother 
country, says, that " the United States has acknowledged the 
" rights to which they wer^ entitled by the law of nations, and 
'^ as belligerants, so soon as their movement had assumed sttch a 
" steady and consistent form as to render their ultimate success 
" probable ; and from that period, they had been permitted to 
** enter with their vessels of war and trading vessels into the 
" ports of these United States, for the purpose of obtaining pro- 
^' visions, of trading, &&c.'^ Thence it may be naturally infer- 



137 

red, in the opinion of the undersigned, that until such move- 
ment had acquired such a steady and consistent form, as 1o 
render probable (not merely possible) the ultimate success ct 
the said provinces, in their struggle against Spain, the United 
States neither acknowledged their possession of any rights as 
belligerants, nor admitted their vesseb in the American ports. 

There was consequently a great mterval between the com- 
mencement of the movement, and the period at which it could 
have acquired the steadiness and consistency deemed requisite 
to warrant the opinion that its .termination would probably be 
fiivorable ; and the neutrality which may have been, and in* 
deed really was, observed by the United States during the 
whole of that interval, was, and could only have been, ameie 
7%eutrality of expectancy , for the purpose of seeing whether 
those provinces did or did not possess the means of emandpat- 
ing themselves. 

Now, even admitting the case of Texas to be similar to 
those of the republics which were formerly colonies of Spain 
in this part of the globe, .can it be said that the Texan move- 
ment has yet arrived at the point which those of the Spanish 
Americans had attained, when the United States allowed them 
the same rights? It would be ridiculous to assert this. The 
undersigned will not waste time enumerating the various re- 
sources of population, riches, and the elements of society, pos- 
sessed by the Spanish Americans, and, certainly, not pos- 
sessed by the Texans ; he will merely remind the Secretary 
of State, in corroboration of his previous assertion, that Uie 
pretended independence of Texas dates only from the begin* 
ning of last March ; in that month the first campaign of Texas 
began, and during the whole of that month, as well as the 
greater part of April, the Texans were beaten wherever they 
appeared ; they had, by their own confession, only rix 
hundred men under arms, commanded by General Houston-; 
that General succeeded in surprising the vanguard of the 
Mexican army; and^ it was then only, when General SfmU 
• Anna, who from accident or excess of zeal, was present, be- 
came the prisoner of the Texans, and was forced by them to 
sign an armistice, which was most improperly, and in a man- 
ner most contrary to all probability obeyed by General 
Filasola, that the Texans obtained the unexpected advantage 
of the evacuation of the territc»ry. The undensigned conceives 
that none of these things indicate steadiness or cdnsistency af 
yet ; bad the General-^in-chief, President Santa Anaa, ^ 
18 
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i>een present at the San Jacinto, or had General Filasola ncrt 
obeyed the orders of a captive, the consequences of that battle 
would have been politically unimportant, and but very trifling 
in a military point of view. The situation of the Texans 
would not have been improved by the victory, as the Mexican 
force was still six or seven times greater than theirs. More- 
over, the season of rain's and fevers immediately afterwards 
rendered* the continuation of the war impossible ; a circum- 
stance which completely accounts for the subsequent inac- 
tivity. 

The Mexican Congress, however, has deprived the battle 
of San Jacinto of its political importance, by declaring null 
and void all acts signed by President Santa Anna during bis 
captivity ; and, as the sickly season will soon have ended, the 
day is at hand when the Mexicans will cross the Colorado. 
The Texans will then have an opportunity of showing whether 
they possess the requisites for national freedon and indepen- 
dence. We shall then judge by actions, not by accidents, 
whether their movement assumes the steady and consistent 
form which is necessary to render their ultimate success prob- 
able. 

Meanwhile the undersigned, confiding in the integrity and 
tm])artiality of the Government of the United States, hopes 
that, adhering to the principles which they themselves esta- 
blished for the guidance of their conduct in the cases already 
mentioned, they will declare their ports to be still closed 
against the vessels of the Texans, and will not admit them to 
the rights of belligerants out of the territory which is the 
theatre of war. 

The undersigned apologizes to the Secretary of State for 
the length of this note, and avails himself of the occasion to 
repeat to the Hon. John Forsyth the assurances of his most 
distinguished consideration. 

MANUEL E. DE GOROSTIZA, 
To the Hon. J. Forsyth, Secretary of State, &fc, 

(No. 80.) 
A. 
U. S. District Attorney's Office, 

New York /September 1, 1836. 
Sir : I had this afternoon the honor to receive your letter 
of this date, advising me of the arrival at the port of New 
York of a vessel called the Texan schooner Brutus, and hasten 
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to apprize you of *my earnest wish to render every aid in my 
power to prevent a violation of the laws of the United States, 
or an infringement of their treaty with the Republic of Mexico. 
In this wish I am not only prompted by a sense of duty, but 
by the expressed determination of the Executive of this 
Government to observe an entire neutrality as regards the 
revolution which agitates the Government you represent. 

To promote the object of your letter, 1 have instructed the 
marshal of this district carefully to observe the conduct which 
may be pursued by the commander of the Brutus, and im- 
mediately to report any acts that will justify my interference as 
public prosecutor ; such other measures will be adopted as cir- 
cumstances may suggest, to detect and promptly punish any 
violation of law tending to interrupt the friendly relations be- 
tween our respective Governments. Permit me to invite your 
co-operation in this duty, by informing me of such facts within 
your knowledge as may subject the factors to the penalties of 
the United States laws, by which it is forbidden within the 
limits of the United States to fit out and arm, or attempt to 
fit out and arm, or to increase or augment the force of a vessel 
of war, cruiser, or armed vessel, or to begin or set on foot a 
military expedition or enterprise within the United States, to 
be carried on from these against the dominions of a foreign 
state, colony, or people, with whom the United States are at 
peace. 

With great respect, your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM M. PRICE, U. S. District Attorney. 

To Mr. Sebastian Mercado, Mexican Consul, N. York. 

(No. 8L) 
B. ^ 

New York, September 8, 1836. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt yesterr 
day of your letter, propounding certain inquiries respecting 
the Texan vessel now in this port. To the first inquiry, viz : 
" whether said schooner is a merchant vessel, vessel of war, 
"or a privateer," I answer, that she is a national vessel, the 
commander of which has shown to me his commission as such 
from the President of the Republic of Texas. To the second 
question, viz : " upon what grounds this office has admitted 
" said vessel," I beg leave to state, that, having received no 
orders from my own Government to interdict the entrance 
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into this district of the vessels of the Republic of Texas, I db 
not fell myself authorized to exclude or molest her, unless she 
violates the laws of this Government. To the third inquiry, 
vis : ^* upon what grounds this office acknowledges a flag that 
^* is not acknowledged by the United States," I ma constrained 
to answer, that it has been the practice at this port to treift 
with respect and courtesy the flags of such nations as have 
declared themselves independent and vudntained their indc" 
pmdence agairut the authority of the country bom which 
tb^y have seceded. That was the case always with respect to 
tlM Mexican flag before its independence was acknowledged 
by any Government in America or Europe; It is believed 
that down to the present period Spain herself has never a&- 
kttowledged the independence of Mexico, notwithstanding this 
and other Governments have. I might add further that the 
public armed vessels of the Government of Texas having, for 
the last six or eight months, been ccmstantly arriving at ami 
departing from the port of New Odeans, withpqt any hin- 
drance on the part of the officers of the cust(Mtid of that poft, 
end, so far as I am advised, without any complaint on the pait 
of die Mexican Government or its representatives, furnishes 
« reasonable inference that my Govemmept ha3 issued no 
orders forbidding the use of the waters of the tlnited States 
io vessels of the description referred to. 

I trust the answers given to the inquiries contained in ywHr 
fiote will be satisfactory to yourself and also to his Excellency 
the Envoy from Mexico under whose instructions you have 
addressed me. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, &c., your obedient ser- 
vant, SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 
Sebastian Mercado, Esq. Mexican Consuly New York. 



(No. 82.) 

The Mexican Consul at New Orleans to his Government. 

Translation. 

Mexican Consulate at New Obleans,— JVumicr 28. 

I have the honor to send you, with this, th6 copy of a des- 
patch addressed by me yesterday to the Charge d'Affiiires of 
the Republic, near the Government of these States, together 
with the copy of the document to which I refer in that des- 
patch. You will thereby see, sir, that in order to make 
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known lo that gentleman the nature of the reception of the 
armed schkxmer which entered that port on the 2d ultimo, 
fcom Velasco, under the character of Texan, and bearing the 
name of Liberty, (as I informed you in my note No. 5. of 
the day and month above stated) I addressed on the 5th inst. 
10 Mr. J. W. Breedlove^ the collector of the custom-house! of 
this port, a plain, and undoubtedly a courteous letter. To 
this letter^ as you will see by my despatch to M. CastiMo, 
that American officer hay not deigned to reply, although Ibur 
days have elapsed, whidi were certainly a sufficient period 
for him, if he had chosen to give me an answer. 

Mr. Edmund J. Fors^ a wealthy merchant of this phu»i 
en learning the circumstance, entreated me, before I injfbmied 
you of it, to allow him to speak to Mr. Breedlove on the 
subject, as he foresaw the bad effects which such conduct on 
the part of this officer of the confederacy might produce on 
the commercial relaticNis and the friendship between the two 
Republics. I willmgly acceded to this proposition of Mr^ For* 
stall's, fixwn the persuasion that' the intervention of so respe6t» 
able a person might be attended by the consequences desired ; 
be, however, last night informed me that the collector of the 
eitstom-house had determined to make no answer to my leUer. 

I hasten to communicate to you, sir, this strange occurrence* 
that you may submit it to his Excellency the acting President 
of the RepuUic. I do not venture to make any remarks upcMi 
k, as I do not wish to add to the existing irritation, and as, 
mdeed, comments upon it would be superfluous. 

I will send to M. Castillo y Lanaas a copy of this part of 
my despatch, by the mail of to-morrow, that he may use the 
ecmtents as he may think proper. 

God and Liberty. New Orleans, February 10, 1836. 
To the Chief Officer charged with the 

D&partment of Relatione of the Mexican Republic^ 



(No. 83.) 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 

DEPARTMENT OF StATE, 

Washington^ September 20, 1836. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United StateSf 
has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr* 
Gorostiza, Ikivoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
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of the Mexican Republic, of the 12th instant, complidning of 
the Collector of New York, in permitting a vessel under the 
Texan flag to enter that port, and expressing the hope that 
the United States will declare thteir ports to be closed against 
the vessels of the Texans, and will not admit them to the 
rights of belligerants out of the territory which is the theatre 
of war. . In reply, the undersigned has the honor to observe, 
that the course pursued by the Collector of New York in de- 
clining to exclude the vessel in question, which bore a flag 
alleged to be that of Texas, and the commander of which 
exhibited a commission purporting to be from the President 
of that country, or to seize or otherwise molest ♦her' after she 
bad entered, was in accordance with the principles and prac- 
tice which have been invariably observed by this Government 
fix>m the first breaking out of the revolution among the Spanish 
provinces on this continent to the present time. There is 
nothing contradictory of this position in the passage which 
'Mr. Gorostiza has quoted from the message of Mr. Monroe, 
then President of the United States, to Congress, of the 8th 
of Marqh, 182:5^, when' properly Ainderstood and construed in 
connexion with the antecedent acts and declarations of the 
Executive. It is obvious that the exclusion of the vessels of 
the one party from the ports of the United States, and the 
admission of those of the other, would be inconsistent with 
an impartial neutrality ; and yet the President, in the same 
message from which Mr. Gorostiza has quoted, states that, 
" through the whole of this contest the United States have 
" remained neutral, and have fulfilled, with the utmost impar- 
" tiality, all the obligations incident to that character." In a 
previous message of December 7th, 1819, he observes, " In 
" the civil war existing between Spain and the Spanish pro- 
** vinces in this hemisphere, the greatest care has been taken 
" to enforce the laws intended to preserve an impartial neu- 
" trality. Our ports have continued to he equally open to 
" both parties, and on the same conditions.''^ This language 
plainly refers to the whole of the contest ; and the President 
is not to be understood, in his subsequent message, to which 
Mr. Gorostiza has referred, as intending to say that the ves- 
sels of either party were only permitted to enter the ports of 
the United States from the period when the success of such 
party appeared to be probable. The construction which Mr. 
Gorostiza has given to the particular passage he has cited is 
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not only contradicted by other passages from the messages of 
the same executive officer, but still more sti*ongly, if possible, 
by the uniform acts of this Government in that and similar 
cases. It is a well known fact, that the vessels of the South 
American provinces were admitted into the ports of the United 
States under their own or any other flags, from the commence- 
ment of the revolution ; and it is equally true, that throughout 
the 'various civil contests that have taken place at different 
periods among the States that sprung from that revolution, 
the vessels of each of the contending parties have been alike 
permitted to enter the ports of this country. It has never 
been held necessary, as a preliminary to the extension of the 
rights of hospitality to either, that the chances of the war 
should be balanced, and the probability of eventual success 
determined. For this purpose, it has been deemed sufficient 
that the party had declared its independence, and at the time 
was actually maintaining it. Such having been the coarse 
hitherto pursued by this Government, however important it 
might be to consider the probability of success if a question 
should arise as to the recognition of the independence of 
Texas, it is not to be expected that it should be made a pre- 
requisite to the mere exercise of hospitality, implied by the 
admission of the vessels of that country into our ports. The 
declaration of neutrality made by the President, in regard to 
the existing contest between Mexico and Texas, was not in- 
tended to be confined to the limits of that province, or of " the 
theatre of war," withiii which it was hardly to be presumed 
that any collision would occur or any question on the subject 
arise ; but it was designed to extend every where, and to in- 
clude, as well the United States and their ports, as the territo- 
ries of the conflicting parties. The exclusion of the vessels 
of Texas, while those of Mexico are admitted, is not deemed 
compatible with the strict neutrality which it is the desire and 
the determination of this Government to observe in respect to 
the present contest between those countries ; nor is it thought 
necessary to scrutinize the character or authority of the flag 
under which they may sail, or the validity of the commission 
under which they may be commanded, when the rights of this 
country and its citizens are respected and observed. In this 
frank expression of the views and policy of the United States 
in regard to a matter of so much interest as the war now waging 
between Mexico and its revolted province, it is hoped that 
new evidence will be perceived, not only of the consistency 
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and impartiality of this Government in its relatiotis with foreign 
countries, but of the sincere desire which is entertained, by 
such an exposition of its course, to cherish and perpetuate that 
friendly feeling, which will see in the scrupulous regard that 
is paid to the rights of other, and even of rival parties^ one of 
the surest guaranties that its own will continue to be respected* 
The un(&rsigned avails himself of this oppcHtunity to renew 
to Mr. Gorostiza the assurance of his distinguished conside- 
ration. 

JOHN Forsyth. 

His Excellency 

Senor I>on Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza^ hc« 



(No. 84.) 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. GoroBtizo* 

State DEPARTiOBirr, 
^ Washington^ September 17, 1836. 

The Secretary of State has just received a letter from th« 
President, which makes it important that he should have an 
interview as early as practicable with Mr. (Jorostiza, the Mex- 
ican Minister Plenipotentiary. 

The Secretary invites Mr. Gorostiza to call at the depart- 
ment at his earUest convenience. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
His Excellency 

Senor Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, &c. fee. 



(No. 85.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. — Translation. 

Mexican Legation Extraordinary, 

Philadelphia^ September 18, 1836. 

My dear Sir : I have just received the note which you 
did me the honor to address to me yesterday, and, in conse- 
quence of it, although my health is very wretched, J shall 
leave this place on the day after to-morrow, so that I sh?dl 
have the pleasure of seeing you at the Department of State 
on the 21st instant, or the 22d at farthest. 

I conclude by repeating to you, Mr. Secretary of State, the 
assurances of my very distinguished consideration. 

M. e. de gorostiza. 

To the Hon. John Forsyth, Secretary of State. 
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(No, 86.) 
[memorandum.] 

Department of State, 

Washington^ September 23, 1836* 

In compliance with the instructions of the President, I hlid 
this morning an interview with Mr. Gorostiza, and read to him 
General Santa Anna's letter to the President, and the reply. 
I also informed Mr. Gorostiza, that it appears by letters to Gen# 
Craines from one of the subaltern officers, that some of the 
troops of the United States were at Nacogdoches. I read to 
Mr. G. portions of the President's letters to General Gaines 
V of the 4th of September, which related to apprehended Indian 
disturbances in that quarter, and his express directions to that 
officer not to advance into Mexican territory, and, if occupying 
it, to retire, unless Indian hostilities had actually begun, or he 
had undoubted evidence that it was intended, and preparatious 
were making for it. Mr. Gorostiza denied most explicitly . 
the possibilities of such intention on the part of the Indians, 
as anticipated or desired by Mexico. He, protested against 
the discretionary authority given to General Gaines to remain 
isa the Mexican territory, offering to' guaranty that the fact of 
any movement of the Indians being solicited by Mexico, or. 
Mexicans, was false ; insisted upon an answer to his letter in- 
quiring whether General Gaines's troops were on Mexican 
teiritory, and protested that their remaining would impost) 
upon him the painful duty of withdrawing from his mission^ . 
and returning to his Grovemmenf. Mr. Gorostiza did not 
deny the right of the United States, if the facts were true, to 
take upon itself the defence of its frontiers, and to advance 
upon Slexico, who would, in that caise, have been false to her 
obligations under the law of nations, and to her treaty Istipu* 
lations. I reminded Mr. G. that on the principle involved, 
there was no dispute between the two Governments \ the only 
question was one of fact, which a short time would solve ; and 
he would have perceived, by the orders of the President, thiBit 
the troops of the United States would be withdrawn when- 
ever the truth was ascertained, if he was correct in his belief* 
Mr. Gorostiza proposed to dhnect, himself, to General Urrea, a 
f epr^etitation of what he had said on this subject, and to abid^ 
by his answer, relying upon his positive denial of the truth of 
the charge agabst the Mexicans, and that he would give as- 
sunUice that the Indian intervention in the war, or hostility to 
19 
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the United States, had not only not been, but would not be. in 
any event, sought for or permitted, in violation of the treaty 
with the United States. 

The interview concluded by my requesting Mr. Gorostiza 
to acquaint his Government with the information he had just 
received from me. As to his proposition of reference to 
General Urrea, I could only reply to it after having seen the 
President, who would return to the city in a few days. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Having examined the above, at the request of the Secretary 
of State, I find it substantially correct. 

M, E. DE GOROSTIZA. . 
September 29, 1836. 



(No. 87.) 

Abstract of two letters from the President to General GaineSy 
given to Mr, Gorostiza, September 26. 

The President, in his letter to General Gaines of the 4th 
of September, 1836, observes, that the United States are* 
strictly neutral with regard to the struggle going on in Texas,i 
and that this neutrality must be observed and maintained by 
General Gaines, as commander of the United States forces. on 
that fix>ntier. It is one of the duties of Mexico to prevent the 
Indians within her territory from committing hostilities against 
the citizens of the United States ; and if Mexico be unwil- 
ling, or unable to perform that duty, the United States are au- 
thorized by the laws of nations and the right of self-defence 
to perform it for her. If General Graines should be satisfied 
that any body of Indians, who disturb the peace of the fix)ntitf 
of the United States, receive assistance or shelter within the 
Mexican territory, it is not to be presumed that Mexico will 
take ojSence at the adoption, by him, of the most speedy and 
decisive measures for punishing those Indians, and depriving 
them of the means to prosecute their lawless designs against 
the lives and property of American citizens. For this pur- 
pose, it will be proper ibr General Gaines to take an advanced 
position which may be most favorable for securing the fix)ntier9 
and he will be authorized to pursue the Indians wherever they 
may be found, without regard to the Mexican limits or to those 
now claimed by the Texans. General Gaines must, however, 
be careful not to .be deceived by the eyidence on which an 
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&ct involving so much responsibility is to be justified, arid the 
troops of the United States must not occupy an advanced post 
in the Mexican territory unless it be necessary, uriless the 
peace of the frontier be actually disturbed, or there be a mo- 
ral certainty that the Indians are in hostile array for the pur- 
pose, and are obtaining the means of operation firom the Mexi- 
can territory. Should General Gaines receive evidence that 
the Indians are committing hostilities, and that they pass 
through the Mexican territoryj or otherwise use it in accom- 
plishing their savage designs, it is his duty, for the performance 
bf which he is responsible as commander of the forces charged 
with the protection of the fix)ntier of the United -States, id 
pursue and take those Indians wherever they can be found. 

The President concludes by cautioning General Gaines 
against holding any coiTespondence with, the chiefs of Mexico 
or of Texas, other than as indicated in the instructions which 
he bas received, or may receive, from the (Jovemment of the 
United States. General Gaines is aware that the Mexicans 
have already charged his soldiers of having fought and defeat- 
ed them at the battle of San Jacinto, and, although no charge 
could be more groundless, yet the circumstance of its having 
been made shows the necessity of caution on the part of Gen- 
Graines. 

In his second letter to General Gaines, written also on the 
4th of September, 1836, the President, in addition to what 
he had said in the first letter, directs General Gaines, in case 
the accounts that the Indians are in hostile array, and that 
their designs have been favored, or countenanced by the Mexi- 
can General, should prove to be true, to march with his whole 
fyrce to Nacogdoches, or to such other point as he may consi- 
der best calculated to enable him to guard the fix)ntier, and to 
operate successfully against the Indians thus combined and en- 
gaged to make war on the United States. General Gaines 
has been already informed of the President's views with regard 
to the right of self-defence possessed by the United States, 
when Mexico fails to fiilfil the engagements made by the treaty, 
by keeping the Indians at peace with their citizens. The 
United States have to maintain their neutrality, and General 
Gaines's authority to occupy a position beyond their limits 
will rest upon the necessity of doing so as the means of pro 
tecting their frontier. Should General Gaines find the state- 
ment/respecting the Mexican General's agency in exciting the 
Indians to war against the United States to be untrue, and the 
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Indians disposed to remain at peace, he will, of course, imme- 
diately, withdraw his forces from Nacogdoches to his place of 
encampment on the Sabine ; but sliould those statements be 
true, he is immediately to call into service the thousand volun- 
teers organized in Arkansas, and the same number organized 
b Missouri, under the late act of Congress, and to advance 
with his whole force to Nacogdoches, or to any other point 
favorable for the protection of the frontier, and the suppres-^ 
sion of Indian hostilities in that quarter. If Mexico, ccm-^ 
eludes the President, regardless of her engagements made by 
treaty with the United States, excites the Indians to war 
against them, she cannot complain of their employing the 
most prompt and energetic measures for their own defence, or 
r of their occupying a portion of the Mexican territory, if it be 
necessary to prevent the evils which she has occasioned.- 
General Gaines must act according to his own dbcretion upon 
the information which he may obtain, always bearing in mind 
the neutral position of the United States with regard to the 
contending parties in Texas, and the obligations of the treaty 
in reference to the Mexican authorities. 



(No. 88.) 

Mr, Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, — ^Translation. 

Legation Extraordinary of Mexico, 

Washington, September 23, 1836. 

The undersigned, when he called the attention of the honor*^ 
able John Forsyth, Secretary of State of these United States, 
to the enlistment of volunteers for Texas, in which General 
Dunlap is now engaged in the State of Tennessee, not only 
bore in mind the recent notice to which he alluded at that 
time, but also recollected that he had, not long before, read a 
tetter from General Houston to the sEud Dunlap, which UQ"^ 
doubtedly referred to the same enlistment, and which at least 
left no doubt as to the Texan relations existing between the 
two Generals. This letter was published in the Commeiciil 
Advertiser of New Orleans, of July 6th. It was copied m 
all the papers of the Union, and has been contradicted by 
none. 

The undersigned is, indeed, well aware that many state-- 
ments daily appear in the public prmts which are so entirely 
virithout foundation, that the Department of State cannot no- ^ 
tice them ; but the Secretary of State must, on hi» part, also' 
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3cnow that thfere «re so many places in the United States in 
which the friends of Texas are now infringing the laws to the 
injury of Mexico, that the undersigned cannot possibly keep 
agents in each of them for the purpose of! denouncing * such 
persons to the respective authorities ; and that, consequently, 
the undersigned cannot neglect the slight accounts which he 
receives from the press, without running the risk of failing in 
theperformance of one of his principal duties. 

The Department of State may hereafter determine, with 
greater probability of assurance, whether the undersigned has, 
or has not, cause for alarm ; and may also at present act ac- 
cording to its own conviction and conscientiousness. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to re- 
jaew to the honorable Secretary of State the assurances of his 
most distingu ished consideration . 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
*Fo the Hon. the Secretary of State. 



(No. 89.) 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. JFor^^^A.-— -Translation. 

Legation Extraordinary of Mexico, 

Washington, Sept. 27, 1836. 

Sir : I have again read the statement of our conference of 
the 23d inst., which you, Mr. Secretary of State, have drawn 
up for the President, and have again found it substantially 
correct. I think, however, it will be necessary, in order to 
avoid any misunderstanding hereafter, to have it explained 
that I agreed with you at the time on the principle " that 
** neither the Mexican Government, nor any one of its officers 
** by its order, could ever employ the uncivilized [salvages] 
" Indians in the contest in Texas, without jeopardizing, to a 
** certain extent, the security of the frontier of the United 
" States, and the lives and property of its inhabitants; that 
" hence, if at any time such a thing were done, (which ap- 
" peared to me impossible,) and the Indians, at the instigation 
" of the Mexican Government, or agents, came to invade or 
" commit hostilities against the teiritory of the United States— 
" in such supposed case, I agreed with you that Mexico would 
" have failed in the duty imposed on her by the 33d article of 
" the existing treaty, and would have, moreover, violated the 
** most obvious principles of the law of nations. Hence, also, 
** I considered that, in such a case, and in stick a case orily^ 
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^ would the United States be justified, after having repulsed 
" the Indians, in occupying temporarily with their troops a 
** position in the Mexican territory, as a means of security 
^^ from a similar immediate aggression, until Mexico should 
" have satisfied them respecting what had occurred, and given 
** them sufficient guarantees for the future." I repeat, how- 
ever, that all this turns upon a supposed case. 

With regard to the communication which I mean to address 
to General Urrea, as soon as the President shall have ordered 
the troops of the United States to evacuate the Mexican ter- 
ritory invaded by them, and not before, it will consist merely 
of a copy of the note which I shall write on this subject to my 
Government, making known the assurances given by me in its 
name to the Government of the United States, respecting the 
employment of the said uncivilized Indians, as imputed to it. 
This I expressed to you in the said conference, and I had at 
the same time the honor to inform you, that if I should now 
write to General Urrea, it would not be because I sou^t or 
needed his co-operation in this matter, but because I considered 
it advantageous to all parties that the notification of my agree- 
ment with this Government should be forwarded to him by the 
way of Pensacola and Matamoras, instead of allowing him to 
wait until he should receive it from Mexico. His answer to 
my communication could be nothing more than an acknow- 
ledgment of its reception, and I could therefore never have 
thought of abiding [gobemarme] by it in any way. I believe, 
from my acquaintance with the principles and intentions of ray 
Government, that I can, without fear, take upon myself any 
responsibility to which this affair may subject me. 

I embrace this opportunity, Mr. Secretary of State, to repeat 
to yoii the assurances of my most distinguished consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To theHon. John Forsyth, 

Secretary of State of the United States, 



(No 90.) 

Mr. DicJcins to Mr. Gorostiza. 

Department of State, 

Washington, September 28, 1836. 
The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United 
States, ha^ the honor to inform Mr. Gorostiza, Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Mexican Repub- 
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lie, that his communication of yesterday's date was received 
a short time after the departure of Mr. Forsyth for Georgia. 
On the return of the President, it Will be laid before him. 

The undersigned renews to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances ot 
ins highest consideration. 

ASBURY DICKINS. 

His Excellency , 

<Senor Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, &c. &c. he 



(No. 91.) 

Mr, Gorostiza to Mr, tUcJcins. — ^Translation. 

Legation Extraordinary of Mexico in the U. S. 

Washington^ October 1, 1836, ten o'clocJc, P. M. 

Sir : At this moment, I read with mdignation, in the news- 
papers of New Orleans, just arrived, a proclamation of Gene 
ial Houston's, which confirms all my fears, and realizes all my 
predictions. In it, General Houston, styling himself President 
of Texas, and under the pretext, that some Indians had told 
him that o^Aer Indians, in conjunction with the Mexicans, (who 
had not then moved' from Matamoras,) were about to attack 
Nacogdoches, orders the militia of the adjoining counties to 
take up arms, in order to sustain the troops of the United 
States garrisoning that place until General Gaines should 
send reinforcements to it ; he, moreover, in this proclamation 
informs the officers of the sa^id militia, that as they arrive at 
JVacogdoches, they must report themselves to the commander, 
of the United States troops, and remain subject to his orders. 
Although I cannot persuade myself, as yet, that this Genetal 
Houston has the slightest grounds for relying on the co-opera- 
tion of the troops of the United States in favor of the rebellion 
in Texas, nevertheless I draw the conclusion, from this impu- 
dent document, that he is endeavoring to make it appear so, 
in order to mislead, by this fallacy, the adventurers whom he 
lieads. When the volunteers of Texas shall have fraternized 
in the same garrison with the troops of the United States, how 
easy will it be for them to go together to battle, whenever'the 
Mexicans advance ! The slightest incident will then serve as 
a pretext, and General Houston will certainly not disregard it. 

Therefore, for this additional reason, and as the President 
has arrived in Washington this day, I again entreat you, Mr. 
Acting Secretary of State, to solicit from that gentleman, as 
speedily as possible^ a final and explicit determination with 
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regard to that which forms the sole object of my notes of July 
28, August 4, and September 10 and 27. As the violaticm 
of the Mexican territory has unfortunately been already effected 
by the troops of the United States, every minute which elapses, 
without relieving it from tliis heavy evil, renders deeper the 
wounds inflicted on the honor, the rights, and the interests of 
the nation which I have the honor to represent. 

I embrace this opportunity to renew to you, Mr. Acting 
Secretary of State, the assurances of my most distinguished 
consideration. M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 

To the Hon. Asbuey Dickins, 

Acting Secretary of State of the U. States. 



(No. 92.) 
Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins. — ^Translation. 

Mexican Legation Extraordinary in the U. S. 

Washington, October 10, 1836. 

Sir: The honor and rights of my country have been so 
deeply compromitted by the violation of its territory, and the 
subsequent occupation of Nacogdoches by the troops of the 
United States, that althouo^h I run the risk of being considered 
importunate, I find myself under the imperious necessity of 
. reminding you of the promise by the Department of State, 
that a reply should be made to my notes of the 28th of July 
and 4th of August, as soon as the President should return to. 
Washington. It is fortunate that the President of the United 
States possesses an elevated mind, and will consequently know 
bow to appreciate the motives of my natural anxiety on the 
present occasion. Be pleased, Mr. Secretary of State, to 
submit this to the President in my name ; while the under- 
signed avails himself of the occasion to renew to the acting 
Secretary of State of .the United States, assurances of his 
distinguished consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
The Hon. Asbury Dickins, Acting Secretary of State. 

(No. 93.) 

Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza. 

Department op State, 

Washington, Oct. 13, 1836. 
The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United 
States^ has laid before the President the communioations frora 
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Mr. Gorostiza, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary from Mexico, dated the 4th of August, and those 
subsequently received on the same subject, together with Mr. 
Foi'syth's memorandum and Mr. Gorostiza 's explanations of 
the conference of the 23d ultimo. Mr. Gorostiza's note of 
the 28th of July had been previously transmitted to the Pre- 
sident, at the. Hermitage. 

The undersigned is directed to acquaint Mr. Gorostiza that 
the President has given the fullest consideration to the request 
made by the Mexican Government through Mr. Gorostiza, 
for the recall of the instructions transmitted to General Gaines 
respecting the temporary occupation of a post within the 
territory heretofore claimed by Mexico, in case such occupa- 
tion should be found necessary for the protection of the fron- 
tiers of the United States. 

By the 33d article of the treaty between the United States 
and Mexico, each party binds itself to restrain, by force, the 
Indians within its limits, from all hostile incursions upon the 
inhabitants of the other. It is well known that, at present, 
Mexico is unable to fulfil her part of this stipulation. The 
United States have, therefore, the double duty to perform, of 
preventing their own Indians from hostile incursions into 
Texas, and of preventing those of Texas from entering into 
the United States. - Their first obligation is to Mexico, under 
the treaty ; the second is to the people of the United States, 
to whom, as a paramount duty, the Government owes safety 
and protection. If, by the failure of Mexico to fulfil her part 
of the obligation, it becomes necessary for the United Slates 
to occupy a portion of the contiguous Mexican territory, in 
order to be enabled to perform that duty, they have, firom the 
necessity, the right to do so. 

It is true, that from the fulfihnent of this engagement to 
Mexico, the United States may be released by Mexico. And 
the objection made by that Government, through Mr. Goros- 
tiza, to the troops of the United States passing the frontier for 
the purpose of restraining the Indians of the United States 
from hostile incursions against the inhabitants of Mexico, so 
far qualifies that engagement as to relieve the United States 
from the necessity, and thus take away fi-om th^m the right 
to pass the frontier for that object. 

But the right which results from the obligation of the Go- 
Temment to the people of the United States, remains, like the 
'Obligation itself, in full force. Over that Mexico can exerdse 
20 
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no control ; nor can she either qualify or take it away. It is 
founded on the great principle of self-preservation, which, as 
it constitutes the first and highest duty of all States, forms the 
veiy essence of the law of nations. The present inability of 
Mexico to restrain the Indians within her territory firam hostile , 
incursions upon the citizens of the United States, if they 
should once be engaged in hostility near the frontier, and the 
barbarous character of their warfare, which respects neither 
the rights of nations nor of humanity, renders it imperative 
on the United States to adopt other means for the protection 
of^ their citizens. What those means should be, must depend 
upon the nature of the danger. Should that require the tem- 
porary occupation of passes beyond the firontier, the duty of 
self-defence gives them the right to such occupation. It needs 
no justification but the necessity which led to it. But least 
of all could it afford just ground of complaint to Mexico, 
smce it would be the result of her non-fiilfiilment of the stipu- 
lations of the treaty, and since the United States would be 
doing only what she herself had engaged to do. Mexico, 
indeed, would have reason to congratulate herself that the 
United States had found means to prevent evils, for which, 
except for her own inability to prevent them, she would her- 
self be responsible. 

It is with these views of the stipulations of the treaty, and 
of the principles of national law applicable to the subject, and 
of his owh obligations under the circumstances, that the Pre- 
sident has acted. All the instructions to General Gaines have 
restricted him to such occupation as may be found a necessary- 
measure of self-defence. And those under which he or his 
successor is now acting fall far within the prmciples which 
have been just set forth.. He has been directed not to advance, 
into the territory claimed by Mexico, and, if he should have 
advanced, to retire, unless the Indians are actually engaged 
in hostilities against the citizens of the United States, or unless 
he has undoubted evidence that such hostilities are intended, 
and are actually preparing within that territory. 

These instructions the President cannot recall, consistently 
with the obligations of the high trust confided to him by the 
people of the United^ States, unless he shall be satisfied that 
the danger of such hostilities no longer exists. 

If Mexico were in a condition to control the Indians within 
the territory heretofore occupied by her, such instructions 
would have been unnecessary, and would never have been 
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given. The President would have relied upon the treaty. 
And the dangers^ against which he now finds it his duty to 
guard, it would have been the duty of Mexico to prevent. ' 

Notwithstanding Mr. Gorostiza's more limited admission of 
the rights of the United States, it cannot be jusdy -denied, 
that, if either of the contingencies provided for in the instruc- 
tions to General Gaines actually existed, and were known to 
the President, it would be his duty immediately to take the 
measures which General Gaines is now authorized to take 
when such contingency shall have happened. As the danger 
was represented to be imminent, and the distance of the 
frontier exposed to it is great, the charge of ascertaining the 
existence of these contingencies was confided to the command- 
ing General. It was confided to him, however, with all the 
admonitions necessary to secure its faithful execution; and it 
is to be exercised under all the responsibility, moral and 
official, which the importance of the consequences resulting 
firom it may create. His proceedings will be open for inquiry ; 
and the undersigned is authorized to assure Mr. Gorostiza, 
that the President will sanction no disregard of the instruc- 
tions which have been given for his government. 

To these instructions, others have been added, enjoining 
the commanding General scrupulously to respect the rights of 
MexicJo under the treaty, and religiously to observe and 
maintain a strict neutrality in the contest between Mexico 
and Texas. 

Though it may be unnecessary, yet, for greater safety, the 
attention of General Arbuckle, who succeeds General Gaines 
in the command of the western frontier, will be particularly 
directed to the proper observance of these instructions. 

Whether any portion of the troops of the United States 
are now at Nacogdoches, or within the territory heretofore 
claimed by Mexico, the undersigned is unable to state. Mr. 
Gorostiza was informed by Mr. Forsyth, in the conference of 
the 23d ultimo, that it appeared, by letters to General Gaines 
from one of his subaltern officers, that some troops of the 
United States were at Nacogdoches. It would appear, by 
information in the War Department, that they were there on the 
4th ultimo : but no intelligence has been received since the 
conditional directions given by the President in respect to the 
withdrawal or continuance of the troops at that place. Hence, 
Mr. Gorostiza will perceive that, until the arrival of fur- 
ther information, which may be looked for in a short tune. 
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no positive answer can be given to his inquiry on the sub- 
ject. It will be gratifying to the President to learn that, 
under the conditional instructions given to Gen. Gaines, that 
officer, or his successor, may have found himself authorized to 
'withdraw the troops. 

In respect to the pledge offered by Mr. Gorostiza in his 
cc^ference with Mr. Forsyth, that the uncivilized Indians have 
not been, and will not be, employed by Mexico, or by the 
Mexican officers at the suggestion of the Mexican Govern- 
ment, in the war in Texas, or in hostility against the United 
States, the undersigned is instructed to inform Mr. Gorostiza 
that the President receives it with great satisfaction. Reports 
6{ a contrary character had been received by General Gaines, 
and made known to the President. Without admitting their 
truth, the President had nevertheless deemed it proper to take 
measures to avert the danger which they threatened. General 
Gaines was, therefore, directed, if he should find it true that 
Mexican officers were exciting the Indians to hostilities against 
the United States, forthwith to call into service volunteers 
authorized by a late act of Congress, and to advance with his 
whole force to Nacogdoches, or the point most favorable for 
protecting the frontiers and putting an end to all Indian hos- 
tilities on our border. The import of Mr. Gorostiza's assur- 
ances, which the President cannot doubt are made with a full 
knowledge of the views of the Mexican Government, and 
upon which he places entire reliance, will be immediately 
communicated to the successor of General Gaines. Mr. 
Gorostiza will perceive, however, that though the liberal 
policy of Mexico, of not employing the Indians in the war in 
Texas, will lessen the danger of an interruption to the peace 
of the frontiers, yet, as Mexico is not now in a condition to 
prevent hostilities on the part of the Indians, this assurance of 
Mr. Gorostiza's, gratifying as it is, is not alone sufficient to 
justify the President in countermanding the measures he has 
taken with a view to defence against such hostilities arising 
from other causes. 

The President has given, throughout, the strongest proofs 
of his desire to act in this matter with all the respect due to 
the rights of Mexico. When the bstructions were first given 
to Gen. Gaines, the urgency of the danger was considered too 
gr^at to admit of the delay requisite for any previous under- 
standing between the two Governments on the subject. By 
the Pre^dent's directions, however, all the exjplanations and 
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assurances whieh the occasion called for, or which were due 
to the friendly relations between the two countries, were made 
to Mr. Gorostiza by Mr. Forsyth ; and the President did not 
doubt, in the confidence which the well known good faith of 
the United States inspires, these would have proved satis&c- 
tory. It was with great regret that the President found him- 
self disappointed in these expectations. He nevertheless 
. persuades himself that, when more fully informed of the 
motives and objects of the measure to which Mr. Gorostiza 
has been instructed to object — of its limited, temporary, and 
purely defensive character — and of the positive directions 
which accompanied it for respecting the rights of Mexico under 
the treiaty, and maintainbg the strictest neutrality, — the Mex- 
ican Goveniment will cease to see in it any cause of dissa- 
tisfaction. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to offer 
Mr. Gorostiza renewed assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. ASBURY DICKINS. 

His Excellency 

Senor Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza, &c. 



' (No. 94.) 

itfr. Gorostiza to Mr, DicJcins. — Translation. 
Mexican Legation Extraordinary 

NEAR THE UnITED StATES OF AmERICA, 

Washington, October 15, 1836. 

The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the Mexican Republic, has learned with the 
most profound regret, by the note dated the 13th instant, 
which he yesterday received from the Hon. Asbury Dickins, 
acting Secretary of State of the United States, that the Presi- 
dent, relying solely on the principle of self-defence, has not 
thought proper to attend to the just complaints of the under- 
signed, respecting the violation of the Mexican territory by 
the troops of General Gaines, and that, on the contrary, oe 
persists in his intention to maintap the right which, in his 
opinion, he possesses, to continue such violations hereafter, 
whensoever he may consider them proper, for the better de* 
fence of the frontier of the United States. 

The undersigned evidently cannot for a moment admit the 
existence of such a right, because it would be equivalent to 
acknowledging that evety nation might occupy with its troopa 
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xhe territory of another, without taking any farther troubfer 
than merely to conceive, beforehand, that there appeared ta 
be a necessity for the measure ; and because such a right 
would be a continued threat held out against the sovereignty 
and independence of every other nation. Otherwise, what 
nation would not desire to strengthen its frontier at the expense 
of its neighbpr's, if its own conviction were admitted as suf-' 
ficient to justify the act ? 

It is also evident that the undersigned cannot accede to the 
latitude which the President gives to the principle of self-de-' 
fence, as applied to the present case. This principle would 
never have been allowed, were it not, as it is, founded on 
justice and reason ; were it not, like all the other principles 
together composing the law of nations, derived from the 
qatural law which the ancients termed the law of (Jod ; and 
which, while it fixes upon us the obligation of presenang and 
defending ourselves, equally prohibits us fix)m so doing to the 
evident injury of a third party, unless in case of absolute ne- 
cessity, when the danger is imminent, when it cannot be 
avoided by any other means, and when the injury apprehend- 
ed is infinitely greater than that which we are about to occa-' 
sion. Now, can it be said that the violation of the Mexican 
territory has been produced by a necessity of that nature, ac-' 
companied by its three inseparable conditions ? The under- 
signed is as yet aware of nothing which could lead to such a 
conclusion. From what the undersigned has observed, the 
supposed premeditated attacks of the Indians on the frontiers 
of the United States have existed only in the imaginations of 
the Texans, and of their partisans ; in other words, they were* 
purely and entirely the inventions of such persons, originating 
solely in the malignant desire of injuring Mexico- The truth 
of this assertion will be rendered sufficiently evident, by a 
mere relation of the circumstances. So long as the colonists 
of Texas remained in submission to the laws of Mexico, nothing 
V7BS heard of any desire on the part of those Indians to com- 
mit hostilities against the United States ; this, too, although 
since 1832, there has not been a Mexican soldier at Nacog- 
doches, nor any where else near the fitjntier; neither was any 
thing said about Indians during the whole period of the rebel- 
lion in Texas, before or after the capture of Bejar by the 
Texans, until the month of March, when the Mexican array, 
victoridus at all points, passed the Brasos river ; there was 
then no doubt that it would soon reach the Sabine, and then, for 



tte first time, it was pretended that fifteen hundred Indians anrf 
Mexicans were within a few miles of Nacogdoches, laying . 
waste the country jvith fire and sword ; a gross falsehood, in- 
vented solely for the purpose of inducing General Gaines to . 
approach the Sabine with his troops, as he in fact did. But 
after the battle of the San Jacinto, the danger to which the 
Texans had been exposed disappeared, and the Indians also 
disappeared in consequence. General Gaines, who had a few 
days before called for • thousand mounted riflemen to enable 
him to meet an enemy considered still more formidable, then 
confessed that the alarm was false and that those reinforce- 
ments were not needed. A calm ensued, which continued 
just so long as it was believed in Texas that the Mexican 
Government would confirm the treaty, which nothing but force 
could have induced General Santa Anna to sign ; but when, 
about the end of June, it was known that Mexico was pre- 
paring for a new campaign, immediately, as if by enchantment, 
the hostile Indians again appeared, according to the statements 
of the Tea;aw commissioners who went to Matamoras to efifect 
an exchange of prisoners, according to the information given 
by the Texan General Rusk to General Gaines, according to 
the communications received by the latter General from various 
Texans, and according to the account given by the Texan 
Major Sterling C. Robertson to General Gaines of the murder 
of two white men on the Navasota. At that time, also, did 
General Gaines consider those same mounted riflemen, whose 
advance he had countermanded after the battle of the San 
Jacinto, again necessary, in order to oppose the principal 
beUigerant; and at that time, also, did the defence of the 
frontier of the United States require that Nacogdoches should 
be occupied, although Nacogdoches is situated fifty miles be- 
yond that fi-ontier. Can any thing be more cl^ar ? If not, 
the undersigned would be glad to learn what evidence General 
Graines has received, to induce him to take the step which he 
has taken, other than ftom the enemies of Mexico, fit)m those 
to whose interests it was that the United States should risk 
their neutral position with regard to the territory of Texas. 
Now, if there never has been really any danger ; if these 
rumors, from the very cux^umstance of the source from which 
they were derived, ought never to have occasioned any alarm ; 
if a part of these rumors, repeatedly raised during the last 
seven months, have been some frequently and others con- / 
stantly belied by facts — ^what confidence should be placed in 
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ihem ? How could such a danger ever have appeared immi^ 
iient ? How could it have been termed inevitable ? In fine, 
where was the absolute necessity for applying the principle of 
self-defence, and for trampling under foot, in the name of that 
principle, as has been done, the most sacred riglits of a friendly 
nation ? 

But the President, says Mr. Dickins, was obliged to confide 
in the information which he received from the General in com- 
mand on the frontier, and he is ready w punish that General, 
if he should have varied ever so slightly from his instructions. 
To this the undersigned answers, in the first place, that the 
partiality of General Gaines in favor of the Texans is matter 
of notoriety, and that his credulity, since he has been charged 
with the command on the frontier, has been so great, that his 
statements should have had no weight with one so enlightened 
as the President of the United States; especially since his 
character, and the influences by which he was at that time 
guided, have been so clearly exposed by the Governor of 
Louisiana and General Macomb. In the second place, the 
undersigned observes, that the punishment of General Gaines, 
or of any other General who may hereafter act in this afifair, 
contrary to the orders received from the President, can be of 
no advantage to Mexico ; it cannot tranquilize her at present,, 
nor repair the immense injury which she has sustained, and 
may yet sustain, firony the abuse already committed, or which 
may be committed, in consequence of the discretionary power 
vested by the President in the General commanding on the 
frontier. Of what import to Mexico would be the dismissal 
of either of these Generals, if the Mexican territory has been 
invaded through their misconduct? if the eflfect of this invasion 
has been to inspire the Texans with greater confidence, and 
to add to their forces thousands of volunteers, who would 
never have gone to Texas had they not believed that they 
could depend on material assistance from the troops of the 
United States ? if, in fine, by prolongihg or repeating^ the said 
invasion during the period of the approaching campaign, the 
mere presence of the troops of the United States should be 
sufficient to produce embarrassments, dangers or collisioiis, 
which might overthrow the best concerted plans of the Mexi- 
can army ? Mr. Dickins will agree with the undersigned, that 
the Mexican Government could not receive as sufficient, a 
guarantee which assures it against none of the many risks ta 
which Mexk^o may be subjected* . 
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Mr. Dickins on this subject observes, that the instructions 
Jast sent to General Gaines were more precise and determi- 
nate than the preceding ones, and consequently that his suc- 
cessor, General Arbuckle, may, by following them, more easily 
carry into efFecJ the wishes of the President. But if the in- 
structions, to ^hich Mr. Dickins alludes, are those contained 
in the President's letter to General Gaines of September 4th) 
the undersigned cannot agree with the acting Secretary of 
State on the subject. On the contrary, he considers these 
last instructions a thousand times rhore arbitrary than the first ; 
the first instructions, at least, fix the point at which the inva- 
sion was to be made ; whilst the others leave the General in 
Command on the frontier at full liberty to pursue the Indians, 
who, in his conception, might be disposed to commit hostilities 
against the United States, until he should reach them, and 
afterwards to take up a position in whatever part of the whole 
Mexican territory he might think proper. The President does 
indeed charge the General not to allow himself to be d^eived 
by his informers^ and to operate in this way only when there 
should be a moral certainty that the Indians are in some way 
using the Mexican territory in order to prosecute their plans 
of aggression. But were not the same charges given, in dif- 
ferent language^ to General Gaines, on the 4th of May and 
the 11th of July, by Mr. Cass^ the Secretary of War? We 
have already seen how far General Gaines was restrained by 
these charges, and how far his successors are likely to bel 
restrained by them, if they yield, as he did, to the same in- 
fluences, and allow themselves to be inveigled by the same 
machinations. And such must certainlv be the case, as all 
the accounts which these commanding Generals receive must 
be derived from a country inimical to Mexico, and must come 
to them disfigured by rancor and malice. 

For this reason, the undersigned has always protested, ever 
since his replies to Mr. Forsyth's memorandum of April 20, 
against the discretionary power with which the General in 
command on the frontier had been invested. From his own 
experience in men and affairs, he was immediately convinced 
that such a power would sooner or later render its possessor 
the arbiter of peace or war between Mexico and the United 
States ; and the undersigned was too well aware of the value 
of the friendship by which the two nations were mutually 
bound, not to shudder at the idea that all their relations were 
about to be placed in dependance upon'^the will or the errors 
21 
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of a sbgle individual. Mr. Dickins explains, atld in &u^ ffwif 
conception exculpates the United States with regard to thfe 
great concession of powers, on the ground, that at the distance 
at which the President was placed from the theatre of war, it 
would have been impossible for him to provide in any other 
way for the contingencies which might daily occur. But 
France was at a distance from the United States during the late 
difficulties between these countries; and very certainly the 
United States would not at that time have been satisfied, if they 
had seen that an admiral of Martinique might, by a single act 
of his, have, at his own pleasure, broken up the negotiations 
pending between the two Governments. Would they not 
have said, and with good reason too, that affairs of such im- 
portance involved a higher responsibility than that of one man, 
whether admiral or general ? 

The undersigned must likewise notice the earnest desire 
which he has observed in the United States to occupy Na- 
cogdoches at all events ; and were it not for the assurances 
which have been repeatedly given him from the Department 
of State, that the said measure had no connexion whatever 
with the future determination of the limits ,^ he confesses that 
be would not know certainly in what light to view this earnest 
desire. The undersigned bears in mind, that this same Na-^ 
cogdoches has already been declared to belong to the United 
States by the Secretary of War, in his letter to Gen. Gaines, 
authorizing him to proceed thither. He also bears in mind 
that Mr. Forsyth, on receiving the protest of the undersigned^ 
on account of this strange pretension, refused, agreeably to 
the President's orders, to enter into any explanation whatever 
on the subjects The undersigned has likewise observed, that 
in the notes from this Department, as well as in the corres-^ 
pondence between the Secretary of War, General Gaines, and 
the Governors of some of the States, the utmost care, appears 
to have been constantly taken not to apply to the Mexicari 
territory beyond the Sabine any other appellation than the 
contested territory, or some equivalent term ; as if the existing 
treaty had not put an end to the disputes which had occurred 
with regard to limits, while the old line of Louisiana ran 
between the rivers Mermento and Carcasieu ; that is to say^ 
thirty or forty miles on this side of the Sabine. Notwith- 
standing these circumstances, the undersigned repeats, that 
these assurances, respecting the nature of General GainesV 
movement^ appear to render it unnecessary ibr him longer H> 
dwell on these strange coincidences/ 
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Such were the considerations which presented themselves 
to the undersigned, while he was writing his notes of the 28th 
of July and the 4th of August. He then, as now, and for 
the same reasons, viewed the invasion of the Mexican territory 
by the troops of the United States, as an offence gratuitously 
committed against Mexico; inasmuch as there had been no 
provocation on the part of the latter, and there was no legiti- 
mate excuse on the part of the United States. He then 
demonstrated conclusively the enormous injury which MexidO 
Would suffer from this invasion ; and he then finally declared, 
that if the President should refuse to listen to these just com- 
plaints, he would be under the sad necessity of withdrawing 
with his legation extraordihary. The undersigned, however, 
flattered himself that this would not occur, because he sup- 
posed that his reasons would be weighed in the balance of 
equity, and not in that of mere expediency. 

Unfortunately it has been otherwise, and the note, of Mr. 
Dickins has deprived the undersigned of all hope. ' The ex- 
planations there given in the President's name, have convinced 
him that Mexico has but little to expect from the United 
'States, seeing that its most sacred rights, as well as its dear- 
est and most poshive interests, are now being sacrified to the 
shadow of a danger hitherto imaginary. Mexico is outraged 
itod ruined from motives of mere precaution. 

In this sad state of things, the undersigned would fail in his 
duty, if he did not take the last measure which is left in his 
power, as the representative of Mexico, and show that he 
feels to its fullest extent the injury done to his country by the 
United States, by declaring, as he now declares upon his sole 
responsibility, that from this moment be considers his mission 
at an end. 

The undersigned therefore requests Mr^ Dickins to send 
him his passports to Philadelphia, for which place he will set 
off to-morrow. 

The undersigned also requests Mr. Dickins to have the 
kindness to present his respects to the President, and also his 
thanks for the personal attentions which have been shown to 
him during the period in which he had the honor to be ac- 
credited near that personage. 

Finally, the undersigned repeats to Mr. Dickins what he 
has already had th« pleasure of saying to him verbally, that 
he will ever bear in mind the frank and noble manner in 
>^bich Mr. Dickins has acted towards the undersigned, oh 
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occasions which were in truth by no means agreeable, and la 
affairs which, from their nature, were much less so. 

The undei-signcd, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 
* ipotentiary of the Mexican Republic, embraces this opportu- 
nity to renew to tlie honorable Asbury Dickins, acting Secre- 
tary of State of the United States, the assurances of bis most 
distinguished consideration. 

MANUEL E. DE GOROSTIZA. 

• Hon^ AsBURY DiCKINS, 

Acting Secretary of State of the United States. 



(No. 95.) 
Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza. 
Department of State^ 

fVashington, Oct. 20, 1836. 

TOie undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United 
States, having laid before the President the note of Mr# 
Gorostiza, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the Mexican Republic, dated the 15th instant., has been 
directed to transmit the passports requested by Mr. Gorostiza, 
and they are accordingly enclosed. 

The President regrets that a mistaken view of the mea- 
sures which he deemed it his duty to adopt for the defence of 
the frontier, should have led Mr. Gorostiza to terminate his^ 
mission. The President still trusts, however, that they will 
be more justly estimated by the Mexican Government ; and 
that no proper effort on his part shall be wanting to prevent 
misunderstanding on the subject, Mr. Ellis will be instructed 
to offer such explanations at Mexico as may be found ne^ 
cessary. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to renew 
to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distingnished 
consideration. 

ASBURY DICKINS. 
His Excellency 

Senor Don Manuel E^uardo de GoBosTi;EAr be. &c.^ 



TRANSLATION OF A PAMPHLET 

ENTITLED 

^« t^ORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE LEGATION EXTRA- 
ORDINARY OF MEXICO 

AND THE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

HESPECTING THE PASSAGE OP THE SABINE BY THE TROOPS 
UNDER THE COMMAND OF GENERAL GAINES." 



INTRODUCTION. 

Whether La Salle, while wandering in search of the re- 
cently discovered Mississippi,* did or did not pass through 
the part of the Territory of Texas situated between the 
rivers Guadaloupe and Sabine, and whether he did or did not 
at that time, build a temporary fort for his immediate protec- 
tion, are questions of very little importance at the present 
day, for even should they both be settled in the affirmative, 
their solution, would be of no advantage to the actual pos- 
sessors of Louisiana, as the heirs of France. Whatever 
right France may have acquired over that part of Texas 
from its discovery and first occupation by La Salle (supposing 
him to have really first discovered and occupied it) she must 
indubitably have lost firom the circumstance that she did not 
avail herself of it in due {Note 1,) time, but, on the contrary, 
left to Spain the whole advantage of a long prescription. 

* The Mississippi was dbcovered in 1%!^^ by Father Marquette, and 
one JoUiet, of Quebec. 

Note 1. — The first declaration of any sort by France respecting the 
discoveries of La Salle, appears to have been made in very vague and 
general terms, at the period of the conclusion of the treaty of Aix La 




• 



166 

The more recent and positive claims, acknowledged in sub* 
sequent diplomatic proceedings, would, under any circum- 
stances, have annulled those of older date and more equivocal 
character. {Note 2.) 

In truth, when France ceded Louisiana to Spain, in 1764, 
it was universally known and said, that although the French 
had established themselves at Natchitoches, it had been 
merely by sufferance, or from the inattention or disregard of 
the Spanish authorities. For a very clear and detailed ac- 
count of the manner in which the establishments of the 
French east of the Mississippi, were found, see a note address- 
ed by Don Luis de Onis, on the 5th of January, 1818, to 
Mr. Adams, then Secretary of State of tli,e United States, in 
the collection of American State Papers, published by Gales 
& Seaton, vol. 4, page 455, of the part relating to foreign 
affairs. 

Neither could the treaty of San Ildefonso have subsequent- 
ly given to France any other or greater rights, because Spain, 
in restoring Louisiana, expressly declared that she restored it 
such as she had received it. In proof of this we can cite a 
well known fact, which is, that the last pastoral visit made by 
Don Primo Feliciano Marin, the Spanish bishop, to Natchi- 
toches, was in the year 1805. 

Nevertheless the establishment of the village of Natchito- 
ches, by some French adventurers, (chiefly huntere, or per- 
sons engaged in trading with the Indians for skins,) although 
at first tolerated by the Spaniards of Texas, afterwards occa- 
sioned disputes and collisions between the two parties. In 
order to prevent these difficulties as far as possible, a sort of 

Chapelle, 1748, the discoveries of La Salle and other Frenchmen on the 
upper kikes and the rivers Mississippi and Illinois are there mentioned, 
without expressing what they were. 

Note 2. — In the perpetual charter or privilege granted by Louis XIV, 
1712, (thirty years afler La Salle's discovery,) to Felippe Crozat and his 
heirs, of all the mines in the country called Louisiana, that country is 
described as ** bounded on the West by New Mexico, on the East by the 
" territories of the English in Carolina, including all the establishments, 
** ports, bays, and rivers, especialljf* the port and haven of the Dauphin 
" Islands, formerly called the Massacre Islands ; the river St. Louis, for. 
" merly called the Mississippi ; the river St, Philip, formerly the Wabash ; 
** and all the interior lakes, and the rivers which empty into this side of 
" the river St. Louis." Now, neither the Sabine, nor the Colorado, nor 
fhe Guadaloupe, nor the Bravo del Norta, empty into the Mississippi, at 
far as we know. It is clear that they were not included among those 
cited in the charter of Louis XIV. 
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convenfional Goe was recognised by l)otb parties, which ran 
between the rivers Mermento and Carcasieu, through the 
Arroyo Hondo, and passing between Adaes and Natchitoches, 
tended at the Red river. This was the acknowledged frontier 
of Louisiana for a number of years. This did not however 
prevent the recurrence of disputes ; for the French of Nat- 
chitoches were constantly violating the cmiventional line, in 
order to reach the Sabine, and the Spaniwrflft.of Nacogdoches, 
who were daily crossing that river, in6t them half way and 
•contended for a territory which they considered as their own. 
From the constant repetition of these scenes the whoie space 
. between tl\e said conventional line and the left bank of the 
Sabine, acquired, in common parlance, the name of the contest^ 
ed or the disputed territory ; we say, in common parlance^ 
because neither did the Spanish authorities of the frontier 
ever recognise such a designation, nor did the French ever 
•use it in their public acts. Governor Herrera first declared 
this in the clearest manner, when Col. Cushing, the comman- 
der of an American detachment, asked him why he had 
•crossed the Sabine.*' 

The United States however, in this same year, 1806, and on 
■this same occasion to which we have just alluded, pretended 
not only that there was such a dispute about the territory, but 
also that this territory belonged to them of right, as being 
within the limits laid down at Natchitoches. They in conse- 
quence sent during that spring a body of troops under Gene- 
ral Wilkinson, with orders to repel the Spanish forces, who, 
wnder Herrera, were already on the East of the Sabine, con- 
sidering that act as a violation of their territory ; they moreover 
insisted, that as a negotiation on the subject of limits had 
already been commenced with Spain, both parties should 
observe what they called the " Statu quo.^f 

* •♦ It is true," writes Governor Herrera, *♦ that I have passed the Sa. 
^» bine, with a body of troops of the King, my master, and with orders 
** from the Captain General to protect this territory from all hostile at- 
•• tempts, as appertaining from time immemorial to the King, and always 
" dependant on the Government of Texas." — Governor Herrera*8 letter to 
Col, bushing, from Mr>. Prudon^s Plantation, Augtut 6th, 1806. — WUkin. 
Mn'« Memoirs, vol. 2, appendix No. 93. 

f Letter from General Dearborn, Secretary of War of the United StatUt 
to General Wilkineon, — Wilkinson*e Memoirs, vol. 2 .* 

Dsi^ARTMENT OF War, May 6tk, 1806* 
Sir : From recent information received from New Orleans and ita tu 
foiriity, the hostile views of th« officers of his Cath6lie Majesty in thai 
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We cannot convey a better idea of the cause of General 
WUkinson's movement, or of the events by which it was 
attended, than by copying the account given by the General 
himself, in the tenth chapter of the second volume (page 412) 
of his Memoii-s. He there says—" The pretensions of the 
" United States to the unsettled Western boundary of Louis- 
" iana, induced the Spanish Government in the spring of 1806, 
".tQ push forward a military corps, and take possession of 
" the country East of the Sabine river, as far as the Arroyo 
" Hondo, a small rivulet, within six miles of Natchitoches, 
" which the Spanish commander. Governor Herrera, claimed as 
" the ancient, boundajry of the province of Texas. To repel 
" the invasi^, the President of the United States ordered a 
" Small body of troops to be assembled at Natchitoches, where I 
" found them unprepared, even in the indispensable article of 
" ammunition. As soon as. this detachment was equipped for 

quarter have become so evident as to require the strictest precaution on 
tiie part of the United States, you will therefore with as little delay as 
practicable, repair to the Territory of Orleans or its vicinity and take 
upon yourself the command of the troops in that quarter, together with 
such militia or volunteers as may turn out for the defence pf the country. 
And you will, by all the means in your power, repel any invasion of the 
territory of the United States, East of the river Sabine, or North or 
West of the bounds of what has been called West Florida. * * « 

It will be advisable to embrace the earliest opportunity for giving to 
* he Governors of "Florida and Texas a clear view of the principles this 
Government is acting upon, in relation to that country, viz : that while 
negotiations are ponding, as at present, between the Government of the 
United Statos and Spain, the military ports on either part ought [not] to 
be advanced ; that whatever opinions may bo entertained in relation to , 
the boundaries of Louisiana, no measures of a military nature ought to 
be pursued on either part with a view to the ultimate boundaries ; that it 
may be relied on that no acts of hostility on the part of the United 
States will bo attempted against his Catholic Majesty's subjects, unless 
an attempt should be made by said subjects to change the existing state of 
things by taking possession of any place not actually occupied by Span, 
ish troops, subsequent to the surrender of the country to the United 
States, and that the actual qui^t possession of the country by the United 
Sates, East of the river Sjbine (with the trifling exception of the small 
place called Bayou Pierre) ought and will be considered as fully within 
the limits of the country surrendered to us on taking possession of 
Natchitoches, and therefore any attempt on the part of his Catholic 
Majesty's officers to disturb the existing state of things, by endeavouring 
to occupy any new post East of the Sabine, or Westward or Northward 
of the former boundaries of what has been called West Florida, must be 
considered by the Government of the United States as an actual invasion 
of our territonal rights and will be resisted as such. 

You will consider this letter as specially authorized by the President 
of Ihe United States. H. DEARBORN. 
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" action, I advanced against the intruders, who prevented a coUi- 
" sion of arms by suddenly withdrawing behind the Sabine ; and 
" a pacific convention ensued, by which it was stipulated that 
" the ground between the Sabine and the Anoyo Hondo shoyld 
''not be entered on by the citizens or subjects of either party, 
" pending the discussions between the two Governments. This 
" convention was respected by the Spaniards, but little reg^d 
" was paid to it by the citizens of the Unhed States. Subsequent 
'' to this incident, sundry aggressions hav^ been iJpiade on the 
"province of Texas by our citizens in that quarter, not under 
" the direct authority of our Government, but from the follow- 
*' ing circumstances it is presumed with iti coupivance." 

In order, moreover, to shew that the United States desired 
nothing more at that time, than to ensure the neutrality of the 
mis-named contested territory, and that none of the persons 
composing the detachment sent for that purpose, dreamed of 
disputing the right of Spain to any part , of the territory of 
Texas lying west of the Sabine, we shall also quote part of a 
declaration made under oath by Col. Burling, General Wil- 
kinson's aid-de-camp, on the occasion of Burr's trial, many 
months after the affiiir in question. He says — 

" In conformity with this decision, as soon as the means of 
" transportation could be procured, and other necessary ar- 
" rangements effected, the troops moved from Natchitoches, 
" commanded by the General in person, whom, at his request, 
" I accompanied as an aid-de-camp. It being Well ascer- 
" tained on our march, that the Spanish commander had 
" withdrawn his troops to the right bank of the Sabine, some 
" little difference of opinion arose at head-quarters respecting 
" the necessity of proceeding farther. It was stated that we 
'' had as completely taken possession of the country in dis- 
" pute by one day's march across the Arroyo Hondo, as we 
" should do by proceeding to the Sabine ; more especially as 
" the Spaniards had abandoned the contested ground, and 
*' withdrawn themselves to their undisputed limits. It was 
" contended on the other part, that unless we went to the 
" extent of the jurisdiction claimed by us we did nothing; 
" that the Spaniards had taken possession of the country 
" with a large force, and had only withdrawn for their own 
" convenience, without having in the smallest degree acknow- 
" ledged our claim ; but that, on the contrary, they still con- 
" tinned to urge their pretensions, and expressed their deter- 
" mination to enforce them. That the moment our troops were 
22 
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withdrawn, they would again take possessioti and establisli 

such posts as they should deem necessary for keeping it. 
*' This was the General's opinion, and we accordingly pressed 
*' our march as fast as the state of the roads and means of 
" transport would permit." — Declaration of Col, Burling^ 
97 No. of the Appendix to the 2d Vol. of Wilkinson's 
Memoirs. 

In answer to this, we mav be told that as the United States 
expected to obtain a4>etter vpntier by means of the negotia- 
tion commenced at Paris with Spain, they were then content* 
ed with retaining what the3riJready considered as their own. 
But to this we will reply, first, that the United States could 
scarcely have considered as their own that which they ac- 
knowledged to be in dispute, by the simple fact of consenting 
that it should remain neutral ; and next, that they were engag- 
ed in Paris, not in negotiating with Spain, respecting any 
one determined right, but in endeavouring to wrest firom that 
unfortunate nation, the greatest possible portion of its province 
of Texas, for which purpose they were willing to avail them- 
selves of the unlimited power then exercised over it by the 
French Emperor, under the expectation, that he would abuse 
that power to their benefit. It was in reality a negotiation 
with Napoleon, not with Spain, and great care was taken to 
instruct the American negotiators, to say nothing about the 
pending claims against France until the Spanish affair was 
concluded.* They were anxious to keep France in their favor. 
Fortunately, Napoleon was not the man to be led away by a 
trifle, nor to be caught by empty professions. 

We know not what can can be the title by which the United 
States could extend their frontier to the Rio Bravo, but we 
suppose it to be the same by which President Jefferson consi- 

* Letter from President Jefferson to W, A, Burtoell. 

MoNTiCELLo, September 17 th, 1806. 

It is grossly false that our ministers, (** meaning those employed in the 
negotiation in France,**) had proposed to surrender our claims to compen> 
sation for Spanish spoliations, or even for French. Their instructions 
were to make no treaty in which Spanish spoliations were not provided 
for ; and although they wer^ permitted to be silent as to French spoliations 
carried into Spanish ports, they were not expressly to abandon even th6m. 
It is not true, that our ministers in agreeing to establish the Colorado at 
our Western boundary had been obliged to exceed the authority of their 
mstruotions. Although we considered our title good, as far as the Rio 
Bravo, yet in proportion to what they could obtain East of the Mississippi, 
tlwy were to relinquish to the Westward, and Buocesnve saerificefl wiu 

SIAlUaE» OUT, or which XVXN the ColOKAXk) WAS NOT TBV LAST, 
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deied himself authorized to wish that this frontier could be on 
the Guadaloupe, as it would leave within the limits of the 
United States the spot on which La Salle founded his first 
establishment.* If this were the title it was certainly not 
worth much. 

The negotiation of Paris concluded, as we have already 
hinted, without any other result than the sale of T'lorida, and 
as the war of Spanish independftpce followed it,' the United 
States were oUiged to give up H^ hope* of obtaining a better 
boundary under the auspices of Fra|ice, and to wait until 
Spain should be freed from liilr enemies, and at leisure to 
treat with them about the limits in question. . This period did 
not occur until 1818, or rather it was not until that time that 
the negotiation commenced between Messrs. Adams and Onis, 
was freed from many of those difficulties by which it had been 
embarassed during the administrations of other Presidents, 
who seem to have conceived that in diplomatic transactions 
the best mode, of obtaining a great deal, is to pretend, with- 
out reason, to a great deal more. This was not the case in 
1818; the Executive of the United States pretended to 
nothing but what was reasonable, and the negotiators being 
both men of talents and good faith, soon understood each 
other well. ' 

The history of this afiair is short and plam ; on the 23d of 
March, 1818, M. Onis proposed as a boundary the same con- 
ventional line which had already served as such for many years. 
Mr. Adams could not accept this proposition exactly, because, 
as this line was entirely imaginary, it would have been diffi- 
cult to determine it, and it would have left still subsisting, 
many of the evils, which it was desirable to have removed, 

♦ Letter from Mr. Jefferson to Mr, Bowdoin^ one of the negotiators at 

Paris. 

Washington, July 10<A, 1806. 
«««««« With respect to our Western boundary, your instructions 
will be your guide. I will oqly add as a comment to them, that we are 
attached to the retaining the bay of St. Bernard, because it was the first 
establishment of the unfortunate La Salle, was the cradle of Louisiana, 
and more incontestibly covered and conveyed to us by France under that 
name, than a^y other spot in the country. This will be secured to us by 
taking for our western boundary the Guadaloupe, dtc.** 

It must be confessed that the eradh of Louisiana was in this case 
rather distant from the place, where the infant took it« first step ! Be. 
sides is it certain that La Salle landed at the Bay of St. Bernard ? Melish 
in his map in 1816, sars he landed at Matagorda' Bay, and others si^ at 
St. Joseph's Bay. Which shall we believe 7 
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he therefore did not admit it, but in October following, pn> 
posed another, and a more natural line, beginning at the mouth 
of the river Sabine, in the Gulf of Mexico, and following the 
course of that river, up to the thirty-second degree of latitude, 
thence by a straight line running North, until it strikes the 
Rio Roxo de Natchitoches, (Red river.) Mr. Onis on the 
16th of November, accepted this proposition, with a slight 
modification however, respecting the line proposed beyond 
Red river. Mr. Adams on the 30th of the same month, re- 
fused to admit this modification, and at the same time withdrew 
his proposition ; but he repeated it in the same terms, on the 
29tn of January, 1819; Mr. Onis then accepted it, on the 
1st of February, without any condition, and the treaty was de- 
finitively signed by them on the 22d of that month. 

By the terms of this treaty, the United States obtdned 
great ad^^antages: one of them was the possession of the whole 
of the contested territory, which as has been shewn, never was 
other than that between the Arroyo Hondo and the Sabine* 
In this treaty, they also ceded, and renounced all their rights, 
claims, and pretensions to the territories lying West and South 
of the said line. Consequently, the [designation of] contested 
territory — the disputed territory — the neutral /cmtory— dis- 
appeared forever, and with them, likewise disappeared the pre- 
tensions and rights, founded upon the discoveries of La Salle, 
or any other grounds whatever. 

Mexico, when she adopted this treaty as her own, when she 
concluded it anew with the United States, and when she at 
length succeeded in having the ratifications exchanged on the 
5th of April, 1832, had a right to expect that she would not 
again have to enter into the question oi limits with the United 
States, as she had nothing to do, but to fulfil religiously what 
had been stipulated in the third article of the treaty already 

iVb^c— The United States were indeed so much averse to concluding 
the treaty of limits with Mexico, that in order to stimulate them, the 
Mexican Congress, on the proposition of the Senators Rejon and Espino- 
ea de los Monteros, was obliged to suspend the consideration of the TVeaty 
of Commerce, which the United States were then urging, and which wm 
more to their interest, until the first of the two conventions should have 
fixed the same frontier agreed on by Messrs Adams and Onis. The truth 
is, that the American agents were endeavoring to effect the purchase of 
Texas, and moreover, the United^ tates, had beffun to perceive what would 
in the end be the effects of the imprudent colonization law, by which 
Mexico had opened^er gates to those who were her natural enemies, by 
xeligieny language, and customs. 
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igned and sealed. Mexico however, was unfortunately mis* 

en. 

t is worthy of notice here, that in the same note in which 
Mr. Butler, the Charge d'Afiaires of the United States in 
Mexica, informed the Mexican Government, on the 26th of 
July, 1832, that the treaty ratified in April, had been publish- 
ed at Washington, and would be fulfilled on the part of the 
United States, as the law of the land, he also expressed his 
opinion, that this treaty from its obscurity, would occasion 
many difficulties, when the time should come for marking out 
the limits; in this same note, he proposed the negotiation of 
another treaty, in which other ^ and more natural limits should 
be fixed ; and finally ,^ he also declared in this note, that he 
was provided with powere to such effect by his Government ! 
The Minister of Foreign ASairs of Mexico, in his reply, on 
the 14th of February following, merely acknowledged the re* 
ceipt of the said note, informed Mr. Butler, that the com- 
missioner and surveyor provided for, by the third article of 
the treaty, were about to be appointed, and concluded with 
these words — " This treaty being considered by these States, 
** (the Mexican) as it has been by your Government, as the 
** supreme law, Mexico will no further occupy itself with its 
^ stipulations, than merely to see that they are most religious- 
" ly observed." 

Mr. Butler was not discouraged by this, and in a note of the 
22jd, of June, 1833, he referred to what he had already said 
on the 25th of July of the preceding year, and again urged 
it, asserting that he had been several times told verbally by 
the late Ministers, **that nothing but the political difficulties 
•* in which Mexico had been recently involved, had caused the 
*' negotiation already begun to be suspended." In other words, 
that for that reason only his proposition to negotiate another 
treaty of limits had not been taken into consideration. The 
Mexican ministry, which had already, on the 14th of FebrU' 
ary, replied in a manner sufficiently explicit on the subject, 
considered it most prudent to adhere in silence to what it had 
already declared, so as not to be under the necessity of con-* 
tradicting Mr. Butler's assertions. 

But Mr. Butler did not understand what was done indirectly, 
and on the 6th of September he complained that his note re- 
mained unanswered, and, for the third time, repeated the same 
proposition for negotiating another treaty, in order to fix new 
limits, assuming it as admitted, that the Mexican Government 
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had received and entertained that proposition from the titi)^ 
when it was made by Mr. Butler. The Mexican tninistry 
then found itself obliged to tell Mr. Butler, on tlie 20th of 
Se])tember, that " it had never received nor entertained such 
•* a proposition in the manner indicated by him. He WMl 
" reminded of what had been said on the subject on the 
*' 14th of February, 183'2, and informed that no alteration 
" whatever would be made in the existing treaty." 

Mr. Butler having been thus undeceived, found it necessary 
to change his mode of attack, if he wished to dislodge Mexica 
from the position in which she had fortified herself^ and he did 
so. He no longer spoke of the exaggerated fai|)ts of the 
treaty, but, on the contrary, he urged that the period fixed by 
the third article for the meeting of the commissioners at Nat-' 
chitoches should be extended, it having expired^ as also that 
fixed bv the first additional article, which had been concluded 
at a later date, in order to remedy that temporary irregularity. 

In the note addressed by Mr. Butler, on the 21st of Decern-' 
her, 1834. for the purpose above stated, it was clearly indi- 
cated that another plan had been matured and adopted since 
the last diplomatic contest. In that note^ and as if casually^ 
he says. " The undersigned will only observe, that as Mexica 
" already occupies a great part of the territory which the 
* Government of the undersigned considers justly to belong to 
" the citizens of the United States, according to a fair con- 
" struction of all the treaties concluded on Ae subject ; and[ 
** as it is perfectly well ktiown that the Government of Mexico, 
*' as well as that of the United States, has granted already a 
*' great portion of this territory to various individuah, native^ 
" and foreigners, the speedy conclusion of this afKiir becomes 
" every day more absolutely requisite." 

This strange observation must have excited tl^e serious 
attention of the Mexican Government, and should have urged 
it immediately to request an explanation of what was meant 
by it ; this, however, was not done, and it was a great error 
that it was not done. Tme it is, that about that time a change 
of ministry took place in Mexico, and that the occurrence, 
as it always does, interrupted the progress of all business. It 
is also true, that the new Minister, by merely casting his eyes 
over Melish's map, could see that Mr. Butler's assertion wa* 
entirely devoid of foundation, and might, in consequence, sup- 
pose that he had wished it merely in order to enforce the 
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Srgetfcy of settling completely the only business on which he 
Was ostensibly engaged in writing. 

However this may have been, it is certain that the Mexican 
ministry took Mr. Butler's note-in its literal sense, and went 
on merely to facilitate and hasten the negotiation of tlie second 
additional article. This was signed on the 3d of April, 1835, 
ratified by the acting President on the 7th of the same month, 
and having reached Washington in June, when the Senate 
was not in session, it was obliged to be kept there until that 
bo4}' should again meet, in order that with its advice and con- 
sent the President of the United States might also ratify it. 

In the xnean time the rebellion in Texas was increasing, and 
Mexico, which saw so clearly as to leave no doubt, that the 
citizens of the United States were openly giving assistance to 
the rebels in every way, that the United Stales employed no 
effective means to oppose their rendering this assistance, and 
that such conduct must necessarily create disgust in the minds 
of all Mexicans, began to fear with good reason that their re- 
lations of friendship with the United States would suffer from 
the recurrence of so many opposing circumstances, and would' 
daily be receding from that point which really corresponded 
with the interests of the two nations. 

In order to lessen these evils in future, and to avoid, on the 

Eart of Mexico, any plausible motive for distrust and complaint 
y which the stability of thobc relations might be affected, 
the Mexican Government thought proper to send to Washing- 
ton an Envoy Extraordinary, who should be charged exclu- 
sively with all affairs connected with the questions respecting 
the limits of Texas, thus freeing the Charge d' Affaires accre- 
dited near the United States from all that relates to them, and * 
leaving to his well known zeal and efficiency the care of the 
other concerns of an ordinary legation. From the appoint- 
ment of such an Envoy Extraordinary, and his establishment 
at Washington under the subsisting circumstances, two good 
results at least were to be obtaine, the first was, by showing 
the United States the perfect confidence reposed by Mexico 
in its equity and its good intentions ; the second was, calming 
the irritation in the public mind, by manifesting to the Mexi- 
cans that their Government expected justice from the United 
States. The American packet which arrived at Vera Cruz 
in January last, moreover brought, among other correspon- 
dence, two official documents w^hich determined the Mexican 
Government to adopt this measure. One of these documents 
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v/as a memorandum of a conference between M. Castillo and 
the Secretary of Stale ai Washington, about the beginning of 
November ; the other was Pi-esident Jackson's Message. 

Ill the said conference, Mr. Forsyth had sdd, in the name 
of his Government, as appears by the memorandum taken by 
M. Castillo, on the same day, in Washington, " that the 
" United States were determined to defend their frontier, whidt 
" they considered as menaced on account of thp approaching 
"campaign; and that for this reason the belligerains shoula 
" recognise as neutral ail that part of the Mexican territory 
" wkir.h might bebng to the United States after the settlement 
" of the limits." 

In the message, tlie following paragraph, which doubtless 
had reference to this verbal communication, was noticed : " It 
" has been thought necessary to apprise the Government of 
" Mexico that we should require the integrity of our lemtory 
" to be scrupulously respected by both partie'^." This, too, 
without M. Castillo's having been able to obtain from Mr. 
Forsyth the explanation which he required in writing as to 
what was really meant there by the territory of the Untied 
States* 

Unspeakable was the surprise of the Mexkian Government 
on reaiiing these two documents, and on finding that a portion 
of its own territory, bordering upon the theatre of war, might 
in time be found to belong to the United Stales. This was 
an enigma, indeed, for, on attentively examining the corres- 
pondence which had passed between the two Governments, 
ever since the esiahliahment of the Mexican Republic, not a 
word could be found in it indicating the existence of any claim 
of that sort, except the assertion of Mr. Butler above cited, 
made on the 21si of December, which had been thrown aside 
as vague, as unfounded ; and on reading over the treaty, and 
consulting Melish's map, which foims an integral part of it, 
it could not discover how there could be any doubt as to a 

• CertaJDly tho procoodings in the United 8t»teB, with respect to tbs 
■nesB^ges of the Prendent, SDd to publications in the Globe, aro ridiculoui. 
The FreBident may aaj an^ thing he plettBea in his Meaaage about foreign 
Governments, without thoir boing able to eipect aoy'olher explanation 
than that it neither concerns nor intereEts them, as it is a mere domestto 
communication addiesaed only to the Americans. In like manner tba 
Glolw ma; insult or calumniate them at ita . pleasure, without rendering 
the Government, whose organ and confidant it is, in an}^ way responsible ; 
Vae Government atnajs flies off at a tangent, by on assnranoe that it hw 
no official organ, and thai tnhich hat ben laid mud renain mid. 
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boundary formed by a river which was well known to all, and 
the course of which waa uninterrupted from the 32d degree 
of latitude to the sea. Was not the Sabine, which now 
serves as a boundarj', the same Sabine which had always ex- 
isted? the Sabine of the treaty? the Sabine laid down by 
Melish, which empties into the Gulf, which is navigable^ 
wbich was called the Sabine by Dearborn and Wilkinson, and 
considered as the boundary by them thirteen years before the 
convention of 1819, between Spain and the United States?* 
We repeat that the Mexican Government could not conjecture 
tb^ftfature of the danger, and was rendered so much the 
mdi^ uneasy by that circumstance. The Mexican Govem- 
taiHt/lndeed, could not know whether it were the object of 
li|ir United States to take advantage of the existing difficulties 
ki Mexi^ to seize from it a part of its territory, or only to 
Jtljfjk^.a diversion in favour of the Tf xans, or to do both at 
(ijik ; but without being able to discern precisely what their 
oljeet was, they could not but see that they had an object^ 
and that this object was certainly to be attained at the expense, 
and to the great injury of Mexico. It was, therefore, essen- 
tially necessary to discover what this oWect was ; and, as we 
have said, this determined\he Mexican Grovernment to appoint 
the Envoy, who hastened his departure for the United States, 
embarking at Vera Cruz on the 9th of February, and reachnig 
New York on the 27th. The instructions given to himwere^ 
as may be supposed, naany and various : they were all, bow- 
ever, directed towards one end, namely, to support and defend 
the integrity of the Mexican territory, whatever might be the 
arm to be employed against it, and the portion of the territory 
to be attacked. 

The Envoy Extraordinary had scarcely entered Washing- 
ton before he heard a thousand alarming rumors respecting 
the security of the Mexican frontier, and obtained knowledge 
of many circumstances which confirmed those rumors in part. 
^e ^as assured that in a certain white house it had been de- 

^ The American geographer, William Darby, who had descended the 
Sabine, from the 33a decree of latitude to the Mexican Gulf, and who 
ff'ivo to Melish all the inrormation respecting this part of the ftt>ntier, for 
nis map,, published ih 1816, and improved in 1818, wrote an article com- 
pleiely settling the question of' the course and the identity of this river, 
which may he found in the National Intelligencer of May 13th, 1830. 
In this article Mr. Darby says, ** At the time my survey was made, it 
'* would have been regarded as absolute insanity to dispute the Sabine a» 
•* the boundary between the United Statics and the intornaJ provinces •• 

33 
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clared thai the Sabine was not the Sabine, but that the liW 
Sabine was the Neches ;* that niany respectable persons had 
said that there were many rivers in Mexico called the Sabine.* 
In one newspaper, wllich is the most intimately acquainted 
with the secrets of* the Government, and the most devoted to 
its interests, he read, " that between the two distinct branches 
" of the Sabine, was a narrow territory claimed at the same 
" time by the United States and by Mexico, and which the 
" United States considered as their own property, and therefoie 
" believed themselves under the obligation to assist and protect 
^ its inhabitants." fThe Envoy was then carried to the libraiy 
of Congress, and there shown a manuscript map, drawn spe- 
cially for the enlightening of the Representatives of the natioD, 
in. which localities and proper names had been most impU' 
dently falsified, in order to bring forward this same Neches. 

Moreover at the seat of Government, in which, with tbeex« 
ception of some Senators and Representatives, there is scarcely 
an inhabitant who does not depend directly or indirectly upon 
the Government, the Envoy fouhd but very few persons who 
were not deeply and materially interested in favor of the 
Texans ; some from owning lands bought at a low price, or 
given ; others from being engaged in speculating in slaves 
and provisions for war ; some from having a relation or friend 
in the ranks or in the administration of the Texans ; some in- 
order the better to make their court, or to secure what they 
bad already obtained ; some, in fine, because they were nul- 
lifiers. None of these made any secret of tlieir sympathiesr 
and if any honest man ventured to raise his voice in defence 

• The Neches is a riv?r in Texas, which has borne that name from 
time immemorial ; which empties into the Sabine Xake, and not into the 
Mexican- Gulf, and which, about the 30th degree of latitude, is formed by 
the union of a number of small branches from different directions, all so* 
small that none of thom deserve the name of river. 



t Since the preceding review and correspondence were in type, the 
Editor has learned that Mr. David H. Burr, of Washington, was the 
author of the MS. map in question. Mr. Burr states, that said map was 
his private property, and is now in the course of being published as such. 
That he has delineated the two rivers fulling into Sabine Lake agreeable 
to the latest and best authorities. That he has, it is true, extended the 
colouring to the Western River, in conformity with that of the State or 
Louisiana ; but that he has marked the territory between the two rivers ur 
the contested territory. And, lastly, that the charge is untrue, that* 
he constructed the map for the purpose of enlightening (or deceiving) 
the Representatives of the nation. The exhibition of the MS. was mad» 
with a view to future sale. — Note by the Ed^ 
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'oT the most obvious principles of justice and right, eithiwr in 
Congress or through the medium of .the press, they all fell 
upon him, and he was charged with being a bad citizen, with 
being sold to Mexico, or with speaking in that manner only 
because he belonged to the opposition. What could the 
Mexican Envoy infer from all this ? what had he not to fear? 
nevertheless, he suspended his judgment, and did not persuade 
himself, notwithstanding all he heard, and saw, and read, that 
the United States, \<^hich were treating with him at that very 
moment on the exchange of the ratifications of the second 
additional article of the treaty of limits, without saying a single 
word indicative of discontent, with its stipulations, could still 
foster the sinister design of violating them all. The same 
• with regard to the too apparent protection given to the 
TiBxans. While protestations of affection for Mexico, and of 
strict neutrality in the Texan contest, were poured into his 
ears by the President of the United States himself, and re- 
peated by all his ministers, how could he refuse to give credit 
to them, as long as the slightest doubt remained ? 

The 20th of April, trie day appointed for the exchanged of 
the aforesaid ratifications, at length arrived., and scarcely were 
the respective documents signed, when the Secretary of State 
invited the Mexican Envoy to a conference, and communi-^ 
cated to hi^jn what is stated in the memorandum, dated on the 
same day. After this communication, the mist which had until 
then entirely concealed the deformity of the prospect before 
him, began to disappear. When to all these things were 
added the deductions which the Envoy could not but make 
from the subsequent debates in Congress, respecting the de- 
fence of the western firontier, and other matters connected 
with Texas, in which the friends of the Administration^ not 
only maintained in a thousand different ways, that there was 
really a contested territory, westward of the Sabine, but also 
boasted of their partiality towards Texas, and their hatred to* 
wards Mexico*; — What he could gather from the despatch of 

♦One of the Representatives in speaking of the Envoy called him **« 
skilful intriguer and an enemy to the AmericanSt** because, when he was 
seven years before Mexican Minister in London, he had endeavored to 
alarm the British Cabinet respecting the intentions which he had already 
discovered on the part of that of Washington, to take possession by soma 
means or other of this same territory of Texas, which is now so strongly 
menaced. Does this prove any thing more than that the Envoy was 
zealous for the interests of his country, and, moreover, had some small 
degree of foresight 
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(jreneral Gaines of March 29th, in which he pioposed to the 
President to cross with his troops the " svpposed or imaginary 
^'boundary Zine,"*ashe calls it; from the accidental and 
involuntary publication of the reply of the Secretary of War of 
May 4, in which he authorized General Gaines " to advane^ 
" as far as old fort Nacogdoches, which is tuiihin the Kmits of 
^^the United States, as claimed by this Government;^' from 
General Gtiines's letter of April 8th, to the Governors of the 
four States, declaring the principal object of the raovetnent to 
be " to protect from all aggressions, the establishments of the 
^^ whites on both sides of the Sabine ;^^ and from General 
Macomb's despatch, shewing the opinion entertained by the 
Governor of Louisiana, respecting the influences by which 
General Gaines was guided ? 

The apprehensions which he had a right to entertain, from 
the subsequent conduct of Gaines, when he saw him credu- 
lously and precipitately hastening to the Sabine, for no other 
I'eason than because the friends of Texas showed him socne 
forged letters, speaking of an iiTuption <jf Mexicans and Indistn^ 

* There is nothing supposed or imaginary in the course of the Sabins^ 
from the thirty-second degree of latitude to the Gulf; doubts could only 
arise respecting the line between th'at point and Red River, and it is a 
well known fact, that two whole counties of the State of Arkansas aro 
situated far within the limits which will be assigned to the Meziean 
territory after running the Une, but Gaines did not refer to that part of 
the line, nor did the Secretary of War certainly have it in view when he 
said that he was going to Nacogdoches, as that place is at least 30 nriieA 
below the point at which the Sabine ceases to be the boundary. 

• • ■ 

Note. — Extract from General Maeomb*9 letter to the Secretary of Wwr^ 

dated New Orleans, April25thtl9&e. 

** He (the Governor of Louisiana) is farther imj^ssed with the belief, 
'* that it was a scheme of those interested in the Texan speculations, who 
** had been instrumental in making Greneral Gaines believe that the Mexiesn 
** authorities were tampering with the Indiant within our bovndaries, and 
** at the same time exciting by false expectations here, the sympathies of 
** the people in favor of the Texans, with a view of inducing the authori- 
•** ties of Uie United States to lend their aid in raising in this city a force, 
** composed of interested persons, which force should move to the Texan 
** frontiers, under the call of General Gaines, and afterwards undbr him 
** pretensions, actually march into Texas, and take part in the war H0W 
-** raging between the Texans and the Government of Mexico ; and bU this 
** at the expense of the United States, and consequently with the impEed 
** sanction of the Government, thus giving to the people of Texas the hofe 
**of relying on the Government of the United States for their protectioB 
** and support, and to the Government of Mexico, a positive evidence thti 
^* the United States wore actually engaged, contrary to the treaty stipoku 
**tionB, in a war against that Govornment." 
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upon Nacogdoches,* and, finally, the intemperate joy which 
the Envoy was astonished and shocked to see expressed by 
aU at Washington, both great and small, magnates and legis- 
lators, on receiving news of the result of the battle of San 
Jacinto. 

When all tltese things are taken together, with tlie alarming 
statements contsuned in the memorandum, it may easily be 
conceived how the Mexican Ekivoy was impressed, during the 
first period of the correspondence now published, and how 
powerfully they must have contributed to determine him to act 
as he aftervards did, even though the diplomatists of the 
United States endeavoured, to the Isust hour, artfully to shift 
the ground on which they had hitherto carried on the contest, 
to another not less ofiensive to the dignity, rights, and interests 
of Mexico, and much more plausible in the eyes of the whole 
American public. 

A part of this correspondence has already been printed by 
order of the Senate of the United States, and, consequently, 
there can be no impropriety, nor want of diplomatic delicacy, 

*One of these letters was from a person styling himself the Mayor of 
Naeo^ochef, who gives authority to this falsohoedJaiy his signature. It 
if as follows : — 

" Nacogdoches, April 12, 1836. 

" To General Mabov; 

^ Dear Sir : — ^We hasten to inform you, that the information received be. 
fbre your departure is confirmed. They encamped at the Sabine night 
"before last; thej have.heen piloted by theOaddoes. Their combined force 
18 formidable— we cannsrt ascertain the exact numher — you know our con- 
dition — comment is useless. Many women and children must fall victifun 
"to the merciless enemy. We all leave here to day, with the view of concen. 
ttating at Autognac or <St. Augustine. 

R. A. IRVIN, Mayor ef this Municipality," 

T« this are appended the signatures of six persons in confirmation of 
4lM statement. 

In another letter, dated Fort Jesap, April 14th, to the Editor of the 
New Orleans Commercial Bulletin, which gives many details about this 
ai&ir, we remark the following : — ** General Mason reached here last 
** evening, and General Gaines with jnst promptitude has ordered ^ght or 
** ten companies from bis garrison, to be on the line of march by three 
t* o'clock, P. M., to reach the Sabine as early as possible. General Gaines 
** will take the command, and thus add another laurel to the crown of 
" glory which he had so recently and justly earned in the East. , The 
** bugle once sounded, and the line 6f march once commenced (that is to 
" say the troops of the United States once put in motion^) it will not cease 
** I hope till Mexico has fallen or Texas is free. Rouse up the friends of 
'*Texils with all possible haste, and urge the Florida volunteers on their 
** return to take vessels and steamers and embark for the Trinity, &c.** 

B(yth of these precious papers are published in the Globe of May 4th, 
with the same air of confidence in their statements, with which the most 
authentic documents could have been given. 
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in paiblishing what has been since. written, especially as it aO 
relates to a negotiation which is at an end, and has, therefore, 
become matter of history. For the contrary reason we have 
abstained from publishing several notes concerning other Texan 
affairs, although they would have undoubtedly ccmtributed to 
set forth in its true light, the question of the passage of the 
Sabine. We hope that the Mexican Government will in due 
time order the complete publication of all these documents, if 
it DC desired, that the world should know of what advantage 
to Mexico has been the long proclaimed neutrality of the 
United States in the war sustained by a neighboring an4 
friendly nation, against the ungrateful strangers whom it had 
received into one of its niost fertile provinces. These strangers 
too were all North Americans, as were likewise all who have 
aided them with their hands, their money, thdr writings, their 
advice, and their hatred to Mexico.* 

*It is not here intended to be said that there are not in the United 
States many citizens who honestly lament what had taken place, and is 
still going on in their country ,*re[|pecting the rebellion in Texas, and who 
do not almost desire that Mexico should triumph, from mere respect tor 
justice and right quite the contrary; there is scarcely a single respectable 
merchant or gentleman of independent ' fortune, or real officer of tht 
army or navy, or e.ditor who respects himself, or office-holder who cannoi 
be removed, or, in fine, ii single American of the school of Washington 
and Madison, who does not belong to this class. But what <:an so minute 
a fraction do against the overwhelming efforts of a mass necessarily igno. 
rant, which has every thing in its power, and which can be blindly led, 
wherever it mdy please dishonest, greedy, unprincipled, and, consequently, 
unbridled flatterers ? nothing, unfortunately for Mexico, andimfortunateiy 
too for the United States. 

The Mexican Envoy will, however, never forget the testiJmonies of lui. 
cere interest which he has observed in all those citizens to take in .tho 
cause committed to his charge, particularly tn the excellent and enlightened" 
city of Philadelphia, in Boston, in Baltimore, and even in New York, 
although the latter place is the headquarters of the specidatozs in TezMi' 
lands. He also embraces this opportunity to thank the ESditors of the 
Ndtional Intelligencer, of the Atlas, of the New Y«rk American, and 
of the other papers, for the noble efforts and the talent with which thej 
have defended this cause, without any other inducement tham that of en- 
lightening public opinion on matters which so seriously affect the reputa. 
tion of their^ountry, and without the Envoy having ever had ihe pleasure 
of knowing one of those gentlemen even by sight. 
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Ttanslation, of parts of Mr, Gorostiza^s (Jespatches to hs 
ovm Govermtnent, as published in the Pamphlet entitled 
" Correspondencia que ha Mediado entre La Legacion 
" Extraordinaria de Mexico y el Departameato de Estado 
" de los Estados Unidos sobre el paso del Saiina por las 
" tropas que Mandaba el General Gaines,^^ with indica- 
tions of the rest of the contents of the pamphlet. 



No. 1. — Extract of a despatch from M. Gorostiza to the 
Secretary of Foreign Relations of the Mexican Republic, 
(pficio reservado.*) 

" Washington, Apvil 25th, 1836. 

** Scarcely had the de<?laration explanatory of the additional 
article of the Treaty of Limits been signed, when the Secre- 
tary of State invited me to a conference, in which he commu- 
nicated to me, in the President's name, (though in a tone of 
the utmost indifference, and as if he was speaking on a subject 
of but little importance,) what you will find literally translated 
in the annexed memorandum. I, however, instantly perceiving 
its importance, and not \vishing to be precipitate in my reply, 
or to trust my communication to the proverbially weak memory 
of a statesman, contented myself with observing, that I was 
too little acquainted with the English language to flatter myself 
that I had completely understood the whole force and value 
of his words ; and that in order to avoid all possible misunder- 
standmg on my part,*I entreated him to repeat to me in writing 
what he had just stated, in order that I might carefully examine 
it, so as to be able to reply with confidence. The Secretary 
of State Twho speaks both French and Spanish pretty well, 
but who, irom excess of precaution, will never conduct diplo- 
matic business in any other language than English) acceded 
to this, and on the following day sent me the memorandum 
which I had requested. I think that the Supreme Govem- 

* Those who haye assorted that the Mexican Minister allowed himself 
to be governed by the hints and statements contained in some newspapers 
of the opposition, will see from this despatch what were his opinions 
fiTe dajs after the commencement of the affair. 
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merit will approve of my answer, to which, in my humWe 
* conception, no reply .can be made. 

" This bold (atrevido, daring — forward) measure on the part 
of the Americaif Government, may aiise from two different 
causes, although, in every way, it must be directed to one and 
the same end, namely, to favor the Texans ******* 
For my own part, I will never consent that General Gaines- 
shoidd occupy a foot of the territory which is now Mexicto^^ 
and sliould this be done before I receive instructions from yoUy 
I will make a personal protest and retire, leaving the ordinary 
legation here, until the Government may decide what course 
it should take. 

*' I may possibly be mistaken, but it is my opinion, that if 
\vc allow tlie Airyerican troops to enter our territory as neutrals^ 
we shall lose Texas sooner or later, perfiaps, too, without 
preserving om honor ; and that if we do not qllow them, we 
may perhaps save Texas, and will certainly, at all events, 
preserve the reputation of our country. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA." 

Nos. 2 to II f inclusive, are notes which passed between 
Mr. Gorostiza and Mr. Forsyth^ finom the sSoth of April to 
the 10th of May, inclusive. They are all published in Ae 
President's Message to the Senate of May 14tb, and are all 
of the correspondence hetfeeen those gentlemen which is there 
published, except the letter from M. Gorostiza, of April 4thf 
relative to the recruiting carried on by Felix Huston, in Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky, for Texas, and Mr. Forsyth's teply tt> 
the same of April 9th. 

No. ] 2 is a note from M. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, of 
May 14th, 

No. 13 is a despatch from M. Gorostiza to the Minislerirf' 
Relations of Mexico, of which this is a translation. 

* " Washington, My mh, lj9a& 

*^ As it was stated in a Natchez new$paper,4iiidin9peated by 
all the others m the Union, that General Gaines bad kg^ 
received orders to advance as far as Nacogdoches, together 
with other circumstances,^ giving to the statement a oeitain air 
of probability, I lost no time in asking an explanation respect* 
Ing it from the Secretary of State, who immediately orored 
to obtain from the War Department the requisite information^ 
** as,", Mr. Forsyth added^ " nothing was known about it m 
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bis Department/' He did so, and I have th!s day bad the 
satisfaction to learn from his own lips, that there was no fo^fi^ 
dation for the statement, and consequently (hat it had beoii 
merely fabricated by editors and speculators. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA.'' 

No. 14. From the same to the same, dated July 28tb, 
enclosing an article from the Globe of July 25th, stating that 
General Gaines on receiving information of movements among 
the Indians and the advance of the Mexicans, has called on the 
Governors of four States for troops, and was about to march to 
Nacogdoches. 

Nos. 15 to 20, inclusive, are letters between Mr. Gorostlzi^ 
and Mr. Dickins, acting Secretary of State, from July 28th to 
August 10th, inclusive. 

No. 21. Mr. Gorostiza to the Secretary of Foreign Relft* 
tions of Mexico. 

'* Pbiladelphia, August 10th, 1836. 

"You will recollect that I was at Washington on the 9th ult., 
and that among other affairs which induced me to go there^ I 
was anxious to know whether the rumors respecting an imr 
pending advance of General Gaines to Nacogdoches were true 
or not ; you will also recollect that I asked this question of the 
Secretary of State on that day, and that be told me, in reply, thaf 
no order upon the subject bad been given by his Department, 
and that he believed nonebi^d been given by the WarDepartr 
menty but tliaf he would ask the Secretary of War. You w31 
also recollect that, on the 12th of the same month, the sanie 
Secretary of State, in presence of my Secretary, Don J. £. 
Gamboa, assured me that he had received information fifom 
the War Department, that there was nothing certain in thoie 
rumors, that they were xeally newspaper gossipping, &c« 
Well, after recalling all this to your mind, now read the an- 
nexed translation of an order from the Secretary of War to 
General Gaines, [of July 1 1th,] which is published in the 
Globe, and see what dependance can be placed upon the 
goad fttUh of this Government. On the 12th of July, I was 
told, on the strength of what the Secretary of War had stated 
on the 11th, that there was no idea of General Gaines tfd* 
trancing; and yet, on that very 11th, this same Secretary of 
War wrote to General Gaines, authorizing him again to paifl 
tj^ Sabine ! Such conduct I think needs no commentaries to 
4linv|t in its true light. M. E- DE GOROSTIZA.'' 
• «4 
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Enclosed is an extract from the order of the Secretary of 
War to General Gaines, July 11th, from the Globe of 
August 1st. • 

No. 22. From Mr. Gorostiza, to the Secretary of Foreigh 

Relations of Mexico. — Extract, 

''August 18. 
* # # # # # 

" Since that time the New Orleans newspapers, on the credit 
of the passengers in the steamboat Caspian, from Natchito- 
ches, have partly contradicted the statement that Genend 
Gaines had crossed the Sabine, although they assert that ho 
will do so, judging by his preparations. This latter part of 
the statement is likewise confirmed by two documents pub-t 
lished in one of the comers of the Globe, as if they were of 
no importance. They are orders given by General Gaines, as 
immediate precursors of his advance. One of them, of July 
10th, is addressed to the commander of the United States 
troops at or near Nacogdoches^ giving him instructions re- 
spectbg his conduct in case the Mexicans, the Indians, or the 
Texans, should commit hostilities against the parties on the 
contested territory, at the south east or north of Nacogdoches. 
You see that he leaves full room for this commander to act as 
he pleases. I send these papers. I have, however, been 
unable to ascertain exactly, whether this commander marched 
or did not march, as this is not stated: The newspapers are 
again silent, private letter^ say nothing, and the whole afikir 
is wrapped in so much mystery, that I am myself confused 
about it." 

With this despatch are given, the instructions of General 
Craines to the commander of the United States troops, near 
Nacogdoches, dated. Camp Sabme, July 10» and another 
(mler fix>m the same to the same, of July 11. 

Nos. 23 to 27 inclusive, are letters between Mr. Gorostint 
and Mr. Dickins, from August 23 to September 10, inclu- 
/ sive- 

No. 28. Despatch fixmi Mr. Gorostiza to the Seeretarf (rf* 
Foreign Relations of Mexico. 

" Washington, October Aih, 1836. 

^ On the 23d ultimo, I had a long conference with Vtt. 
Forsyth, in which he began, by confessing that it was koovm 
indirectly, that some troops of the United States were at Ne^ 
eogdoches, and be read me some extmetii of two 
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written by President Jackson to General Gaines, on the 4tb 
of September, relative to the projected movement. I send 
them with this, and you will see by them thjit the President 
not only authorizes General Gaines in certain cases, to ad- 
vance as far as Nacogdoches, but also tells him to pursue the 
Indians, who may be inclined to commit hostilities against the 
United States, until he readies them, and afterwards to take 
up a posntion in any part of the Mexican Territory, which he 
may think proper. All this too is done, in the name of the 
rights of nations, which are about to be trampled under foot, 
and with the word neutrality, which is to be set aside, ever on 
the lip. I, as you may suppose, instantly protested against 
that {Hrinciple, denying that Mexico had ever thought of em- 
ploying the Indians in committing hostilities against the Uoited 
states, and concluding, by insisting on a reply to my ultima^ 
turn, assuring the Seci:etary of State, that unless I received a 
satis&ctory reply I should be under the painful necessity of 
asking for my passports. Mr. Forsyth then told me, that he 
should be obUged to await the return of tlie President, in 
order to give me the reply, who was expected at Washington 
about the first of October. To this I agreed ; he then told 
me that the sole object of occupying a position at Nacogdo- 
ches was to prevent an attack upon the parties, which bom 
information received by the American Government, was in 
preparation by the Indians, at the instigation of Mexico; 
" for," added the SecretaryVf State, " you will not deny^ 
'< that if Mexico should do this, she would be acting in contra- 
'* vention of the treaty, and of the law of nations, and w^ould 
•* give the United States the right to defend themselves, if ne- 
" cessary, upon the Mexican territory." To this, I replied, 
that in such a supposed case, Mexico would doubtless be con- 
travening her engagements, and the United States would have 
just grounds for declaring war against us, unless we should 
previously satisfy them ; but, I repeated, that Mexico had 
never dreamed of committing hostilities against the United 
States, by means of her Indians ; that my Government re- 
spected itself too much, to use such prohibited means of ot" 
fence ; and that in proof of this, I was ready, instantly, proi^ 
ded orders were first sent to the troops at Nacogdoches to 
le-cross the Sabine without delay, to give, in writing, to the 
Oovemment of the United States, in the name of my Govem- 
ment, the stroogest assurances lespecting the imputed em- 
fioyneoi of Iheie wild Indiani» and to send at once to Gene- 
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ral Urrea, a copy of this communication. Mr. Forsyth them 
told me, it would be better to begin by the latter measure, 
which I refused absolutely, because, said I to him, " this 
'^ would appear to be a concession on our part, in cnrder to 
" obtain, afterwards, the act which we demanded in justice ;" 
and, I observed to him, that '^ if I proposed this measure to 
" him, it was not because 1 thought it necessary, but merely 
" in order to set the President at ease, with regard to this 
" calumny, on the part of the Texans." Mr. Forsyth said 
he would state the affair to the President. 

On the 24ih, he again sent for me to read the note, wbicb 
he had drawn up for the President, of our conference of the 
preceding day, and I found it substantially correct^ except 
that I would, with his permission, send him an explanation of 
some points, which I thought were not set forth with suffix 
cient clearness. I send you Mr. Forsyth's note. 

I am, &c. M. E. I)E GOROSTIZA, 

With the above, are extracts, or rather preliminaries of the 
President's letter to General Gaines, of September 4, as given 
to Mr. Gorostiza, by the Secretary of State, and Mr. Forsyth's 
fiidmorandum, or note of the conference with Mr. (jorostiza, 
held on the 2dd of September. 

Nos. 29 to 35 inclusive, (the remainder of the Pamphlet) 
are notes between Mr. Gorostiza, and Messrs. Forsyu uid 
Dickins, from September 27th to October 20th* 

r - . 
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